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Week Ending Friday, November 21 


Statement on Congressional Action 
on Comprehensive Energy 
Legislation 

November 14, 2003 


| applaud the House and Senate for reach 
ing agreement on a comprehensive energy 
bill. America will be safer and stronger with 
a national energy policy that will help keep 
the lights on, the furnaces lit, and the fac 
tories running. A good energy bill is part ol 
my six-point economic plan to create the con 
ditions for job creation and a sustained recov- 
ery. By making America less reliant on for- 
eign sources of energy, we also will make ou 
Nation 


gress for its hard work on this important 


more secure. I commend the Con 


issue 


1 | 
This item was not received in time for pub 


NoTI 


lication in the appropn ite Issue 


Proclamation 7735—National 
American Indian Heritage Month, 
2003 

November 14, 2003 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


During National American Indian Herit 
age Month, we honor the accomplishme nts 
and culture of American Indians and Alaska 
Natives and recognize their contributions to 
our country. To help educate Americans and 
illustrate the important role of these native 
people to our Nation, the new National Mu 
seum of the American Indian will open next 
vear. 

American Indians and Alaska Natives have 
a long tradition of serving with pride and ac 
complishment in the United States Armed 
Forces. Today, their patriotism is reflected 
13.000 


and Alaska Natives serving on active duty and 


in the more than American Indians 


2003 


the more than 6,400 reservists. In [raq, Spe- 
cialist Lori Piestewa of the Army’s 507th 
Maintenance Company and a member of the 
Hopi tribe, was the first American service- 
woman killed in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and the only known American Indian woman 
killed in action in any conflict. Her bravery, 
service, and sacrifice are an inspiration to our 
men and women in uniform and to all Ameri 
cans 

To ensure the future success of America’s 
tribal Administration is 
committed to improving education, increas- 


communities, my 


ing employment and economic development, 
and ensuring better access to health and 
human services for all American Indians and 
Alaska natives. Government-wide, we pro- 
posed in the 2004 Budget to spend over $1] 
billion on Native American programs The 
Department of Education’s Office of Indian 
Education is working to implement the No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 within the 
Native American community 


schools 


Indian tribes, 

and local education agencies that 
American and Native Alaska 
children will have access to nearly $122 mil- 


serve Indian 
lion in grants to improve education opportu- 
nities. In addition, the Department of the In- 
terior’s 2004 program includes over $49 mil- 
lion for America’s tribal colleges and univer- 
sities. This investment will help American In- 
dian students reach their full potential and 
achieve their dreams. We are also working 
to address the healthcare needs of American 
Indians, particularly the rising incidence of 
diabetes 

The United States has a strong relationship 
with American Indian tribes and Alaska Na- 
tive entities. By continuing to work on a gov- 
ernment-to-government basis with these 
tribal governments, we are fostering greater 
understanding and promoting tribal self-de- 
termination and self-governance 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
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Not 


the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2003 
as National 
Month 
learn more about the rich heritage ot Amer- 
ican Indians and Alaska Natives and the role 


they have played in building and sustaining 


Heritage 
This month, I encourage citizens to 


American Indian 


our Nation and to commemorate this month 
with appropriate programs and activities 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen- 
ty eighth 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Ottice ol the Fede ral 
S a.m November 18, 2003 


Register 


the 


This item was 


NOTI This proclamation was published in 
Federal Register on November 19 
not received in time for public ation in the appro- 
priate issue 


Memorandum on Return of 


Activated Military Members to 
Federal Civilian Employment 
November 14, 2003 


Vemorandum for the He ads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 


Subject: Return of Activated Military 
Members to Federal Civilian Employ ment 


As we welcome home returning Federal 
civil servants who were called to active duty 
in the continuing Global War on Terrorism 
we recognize the contributions they have 
Whether 
they served with the Reserve Forces or the 
Air and Army National Guard, each of them 
has my personal gratitude and the 
and admiration of a grateful Nation 

The Federal Government will continue to 


made in the defense of freedom 


respect 


be the model for employer support to the 
Guard and Reserve. We are the guarantors 
of the rights of returning service members 
under the Uniformed Services Employment 
and Reemployment Rights Act, and I am per- 
sonally committed to providing each of them 
with our full support, recognition, and assist- 
ance. Accordingly, I hereby direct you to 
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grant Federal employees under your author 
ity who are returning from active duty 5 days 
of uncharged leave from their civilian duties, 
consistent with the provisions of Federal law 

We also are grateful for the extra efforts 
of the many Federal civilian employees who, 
in the absence of their fellow activated work- 
ers, have contributed to the War on Terror, 
and I urge you to recognize these Federal 
employees by appropriate means 


George W. Bush 


NoTI 


rhis item was not received in time for pub 
lication in the appropriate issue 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on the Deployment of 
United States Military Personnel as 
Part of the Kosovo International 
Security Force 

November 14, 2003 


Dear Mr Spe ake / Dear Mr Pre side nt 

In my report to the Congress of May 14 
2003, 1 provided information regarding the 
continued deployment of combat-« quippe¢ d 
U.S. military personnel as the U.S. contribu- 
tion to the NATO-led international security 
KFOR 


tries in the region in support ol that force 


force In Kosovo and to othe coun- 
I am providing this supplemental report pre- 
pared by my Administration, consistent with 
the War Powers Resolution (Public Law 93 
148), to help ensure that the Congress is kept 
U.S. contribu- 
tions in support of peacekeeping efforts in 
Kosovo 


fully informed on continued 


As noted in previous reports the U.N. Se 
curity Council authorized member states to 
establish KFOR in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mis- 
sion of KFOR is to provide an international 
security presence in order to deter renewed 
hostilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce 
the terms of the Military Technical Agree- 
ment (MTA) between NATO and the Fed- 
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) (which is 
now the Union of Serbia and Montenegro 
enforce the terms of the Undertaking on De- 
militarization the 
former provide 
the 


Transformation of 
Liberation 


and 


Kosovo Army 


day-to-day operational direction to 
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Kosovo Protection Corps; and maintain a safe 
and secure environment to facilitate the work 
of the U.N 


in Kosovo 


Interim Administration Mission 
UNMIK 

Currently there are 17 NATO nations 
contributing to KFOR. The U.S. contribu 
tion to KFOR in Kosovo is about 2.100 U.S 
military personnel, or approximately 11 per 
cent of KFOR’s total strength. Additionally, 
U.S. military personnel occasionally operat 


Albania, 


operations 


Macedonia and Greece in 
KFOR Seventeen 
non-NATO contributing countries also par 


ticipate with NATO forces in providing mili 


from 


support ol 


tary personnel and other support pe rsonnel 
to KFOR 
The U.S 
principally centered around Gnjilane in the 
For U.S. KFOR 


forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining 


forces are assigned to a sector 
eastern region of Kosovo 


a sate and secure environment remains the 
primary military task 

The KFOR forces operate under NATO 
command and control and rules of engage- 
ment. The KFOR coordinates with and sup 
ports UN MIK at most levels provide sasecu 


rity presence in towns, villages, and the coun 


tryside, and organizes checkpoints and pa 


trols in key areas to provide security, protect 
minorities, resolve disputes and help instill 
in the community a feeling of confidenc: 

The UNMIK continues to transfer non-re 
served competencies under the Constitu 
Kosoval 
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government 
PISG). The PISG includes the President 
Prime Minister and Kosovo Assembly 
has been in place since March 2002. Munic 


tional Framework decument to the 


and 


ipal elections were suc cessfully held for a sec 
ond time in October 2002 
NATO 


KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. Thess 


continues formally to review 
reviews provide a basis ior assessing current 
force levels, future requirements, force struc 

ture, force reductions, and the eventual with 
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the 
Joint Operations Area plan to regionalize and 
rationalize its force structure in the Balkans 
KFOR has transferred full responsibility for 
public safety and policing to UNMIK inte: 

national and local police forces throughout 
Kosovo except in the area of Mitrovica 
where the responsibility is shared due to se 
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curity concerns. The UNMIK international 
police and local police forces have also begun 
to assume responsibility for guarding pat- 
rimonial sites and established border-cross- 
ing checkpoints 

The continued deployment of U.S. forces 
has been undertaken pursuant to my con- 
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign 
relations and as Commander in Chief and 
Chief Executive. I appreciate the continued 
support ol the Congress in these actions 

Sincerely 


George W. Bush 


NoTI 
Hastert Speaker of the House of Representatives 


Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
senate 


public ation in the appropriate issue 


[his item was not received in time for 


The President’s Radio Address 
November 15, 2003 


} 


(ood This week I traveled to 


Florida to visit with seniors about an impor- 


moming 


tant goal for my administration and this Na- 
After years of debate and deadlock, the 
Congress is finishing work on the biggest im- 


tion 


provements in senior health care coverage in 
nearly 40 vears 

Some important details of the Medicare 
legislation have to be worked out, but leaders 
in both the House and the Senate have al 
ready agreed to four clear-cut improvements 
to Medicare 

First, within 6 months of Medicare reform 
law, all seniors would be eligible for a Medi- 
care-approved drug discount card. This card 
would give seniors an immediate 10- to 25- 
percent savings on the cost of their medi- 
cines. For seniors with typical drug costs of 
$1,285 a vear, the card would deliver annual 
savings of up to $300 And for low-income 
seniors the discount card would include a 
$600 annual credit toward drug costs 

Second, beginning in 2006, we would es- 
tablish Medicare prescription drug coverage 
for all seniors who want it, at a monthly pre- 
mium of about $35. For most seniors without 
coverage today, the new coverage would cut 
their annual drug bills roughly in half 

Third, seniors with the greatest need will 


get the most help Low-income seniors would 
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pay a reduced premium or no premium at 
all for the new drug coverage. And low-in- 
come semors would also have lower copay- 
ments for their medicines. 

Fourth, our seniors would enjoy more 
choices in their health coverage, including 
the same kind of choices that Members of 
other Federal employees 
If seniors have more choices, health 
plans will compete for their business by ol- 


Congress and 


enjoy 


fering better coverage at affordable prices 

The choices we support include the choice 
of remaining in the traditional Medicare pro- 
gram. Some seniors don’t want change, and 
if you re a senior who wants to stay in the 
current Medicare system, you will have that 
option And with that option, you will also 
be able to get Medicare-approved prescrip- 
tion drug coverage. 

Some seniors may choose a new Medicare- 
approved private plan that includes a drug 
benefit, along with other options. Such op- 
tions could include coverage for extended 
hospital stays or protection against high out- 
of-pocket medical expenses Others may pre- 
fer managed care plans. Under the approach 
I support, seniors would have these options 
as well 

American seniors are calling for these im- 
provements Among the seniors I met in 
Florida was Marge MacDonald. Marge and 
her husband Mac do not have prescription 
drug coverage, and they are frustrated. Here 
is what Marge says: “I’m tired of the talk 
Soone! or later, somebody needs to do some- 
thing.” Marge is right. The time for delay 
and deadlock has passed. Now is the time 
for action 

I ask seniors and all Americans to speak 
up, to call and write your Representatives 
and Senators and urge them to work out a 
final bill. Congress has an historic oppor- 
tunity to give all our seniors prescription drug 
health and a 
healthier, more secure retirement. We must 


coverage care choices, 


make these improvements this year, during 


this session of Congress. And with your help, 
we will get the job done. 
Thank you for listening 


Nore: The address was recorded at 10:35 a.m 
on November 14 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on No- 
vember 15. The transcript was made available by 


15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 


the Office of the Press Secretary on November 
14 but was embargoed for release until the broad- 
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also re- 
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad- 


dress 


Statement on the Announcement 
of a Transition Plan by the 
Iraqi Governing Council 


November 15, 2003 


I welcome the announcement by the [raqi 
Governing Council of a political timetable as 
called for by the United Nations in U.N. Res- 
olution 1511. This statement is an important 
step toward realizing the vision of Iraq as a 
democratic, pluralistic country at peace with 
its neighbors 

The plan outlined by the Governing Coun- 
cil meets a key mutual objective of the coali- 
tion and the [raqi people: the restoration of 
sovereignty to a body chosen by the citizens 
of Iraq and based in a legal framework. It 
also commits Iraq to a process for drafting 
a permanent, democratic constitution that 
protects the rights of all citizens 

The U.S. stands ready to help the Gov- 
erning Council and all Iraqis translate this 
new timeline into political reality. The Amer- 
ican people are committed to the future of 
an Iraq that 1S democratic and prosperous 


Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in 
Istanbul, Turkey 


November 15, 2003 


I condemn in the strongest possible terms 
the terrorist attacks today in Istanbul, where 
Turkey's diverse religious communities of 
Muslim, Jewish, and Christian believers have 
flourished together for centuries. The focus 
of these attacks on Turkey's Jewish commu- 
nity, in Istanbul’s synagogues where men, 
women, and children gathered to worship 
God, remind us that our enemy in the war 
against terror is without conscience or faith. 
Turkey has suffered terrible losses from ter- 
rorism for decades, and the United States 
stands resolutely with Turkey in the global 
war on terrorism. On behalf of the American 
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people, | express Our — to the fam- 
ilies of the victims, to Turkey’s Jewish com- 
munity, and to all . people of the Turkish 
Re public 


Statement on the Announcement of a 
Bipartisan Agreement on Medicare 
Legislation 

November 15, 2003 


The bipartisan Medicare 
nounced today by leaders in Congress rep- 
resents a significant achievement in our Na- 
tion’s efforts to provide affordable prescrip- 
tion drug coverage for our 


agreement an- 


seniors. Seniors 
have waited a long time for help in paying 
for prescription drugs, and I am pleased that 
we are now on the verge of providing them 
with the help they need and the health care 
choices they deserve. This bipartisan agree- 
ment is the most significant improvement in 
health nearly 40 
years. I applaud the hard work and the lead- 
ership from both sides of the aisle, and I urge 
the Congress to pass this legislation soon so 


senior care coverage in 


I can sign it into law. 


Remarks on Arrival From Camp 
David, Maryland, and an Exchange 
With Reporters 

November 16, 2003 


The President. Thank you. Today I spent 
some time in prayer for our service men and 
women who are in harm’s way. I prayed for 
their families. I praye ‘d for those who are still 
in harm’s way, whether it be American troops 
or coalition troops 

The sacrifice that our folks are making in 
[raq will serve our Nation’s interests in the 
It’s best to defeat 
the terrorists in [raq so we don't have to de 
feat them here. As well a free and stable Iraq 
in the heart of a part of the world where 
there is frustration and anger, 


short term and long term 


where the re- 
cruiters of hatred are able to find terrorists 
a free Iraq will be a transforming event. And 
I appreciate the families who are making the 
sacrifices along with our trov Ips. 

As well in Iraq, it was a tough week, but 
we made progress toward a sovereign and 
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free Iraq. The Lraqi Governing Council has 
laid out a timetable for the transfer of sov- 
ereignty. We're pleased with that timetable. 
We think it makes sense. On the one hand, 
the politics is moving on; on the other hand, 
we're going to stay tough and deal with the 
terrorists 

also talked to Prime Minister Erdogan 
over the weekend, expressed our deep con- 
dolences for the senseless death caused by 
Turkey He assured me that he 
would fight the terrorists and bring the ter- 
rorists to justice. 


bombings in 


. I told him we would help, 
and we're grateful. But it’s just a reminder 
that the war on terror takes place on different 
fronts 

At home, I am pleased with the progress 
on the energy bill and on Medicare. 
I want to thank the leaders in the House and 
the Senate for coming together on two im- 
portant pieces of legislation. On Medicare, 
it looks like there’s agreement in principle 
to provide our seniors with a modern Medi- 
care ple in, and that’s very positive news. | 
urge the Members of the House and the Sen- 
ate to take a look at it, vote it, and get it 
to my desk as soon as possible. And I’m 
pleased that we're finally developing a na- 
tional energy plan. So we're making good 
progress on the domestic front here at home. 

Let me answer a couple of questions 


made 


Saddam Hussein Audiotape 


Q. Can you comment on the latest tape 
reportedly from Saddam Hussein, that’s 
being aired now? 

The President. 1 haven't seen the spe- 
cifics. I suspect it’s the same old stuff. You 
know, it’s propaganda We're not 
until the job is done, pure and simple 


leaving 
\ free 
and pe raceful [raq will be a historic event. 
And I’m sure he would like to see us leave, 
And I know that ele- 
Ba‘athist Party, those who used 
maim, and kill in order to stay 
, would like t We will 
do our job 


Randy {| Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters] 


if, in fact, it’s his voice. 
ments of the 
to torture 


in power o see us leave 


Helicopter Crash in Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, what information do you 
have about the chopper crash—— 
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The President. No more than you have, 
but it’s sad life 


It doesn’t matter whether it’s in a chopper 


It’s a sad day when we lose 


crash or an IED, the loss of life is sad 


Iraqi Transition Plan 


Q. What plans do you have for security 
after the new transition plan iS imple mented 
after the Iraqi sovereignty is granted? How 
do vou « nsure 

The President. Well, it depends on what's 
taking place on the ground Somebody told 
me, they said, “Well, this means there’s going 
to be less troops Politics is going to go for- 
ward rhe political process will move on. And 
we'll adjust our troop level according to the 
security situation in lraq 

Yes Who are 
haven't seen 


Q. Fox News ¢ ‘hannel 
The President. Very good. Welcome 


you with, first of 


ill? | 


Protests During President’s Upcoming 
Visit to the United Kingdom 

Q. Are you concern d at all about the pro- 
tests that you're going to be facing in London 
when you go? 

The President. No 


all. I'm glad to be going to a fre 


I'm not concerned at 
country 
where pe opl are allowed to protest. Not the 
least bit 

Yes, who are you with? 

Q. I'm with CNN 

The President. Good 


Iraq 
Q. Do vou see the 


missile S as 


surtace-to-air 
in the 


LISE ol 
an escalation conflict in 
Iraq? 

The President. It’s symptomatic of the 
fact that there was a lot of weapons lying 
around. And we've 
killers to justice 


is adjusting. You've been reading about the 


just got to bring these 


which we will. The military 


fact that they're adjusting their strategy and 
thei plans That’s exactly what the Com 
mander in Chief expects, flexibility on the 
ground to change response to a chang ol 
tactics with the enemy 
Hillman [G. Robert 
Morning News| 


Hillman, Dallas 


Nov. 
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President’s Upcoming Visit to the United 
Kingdom 


Q. Yes, are you concerned at all with your 


visit to London, that it comes at a kind of 


uncomfortable time in 
Prime Minister Blai1 
The President. No, I'm not 
about my trip to London. I’m really looking 
forward to it 


Sore respects tor 


cone erned 


It's the second “are you con 
cerned question ibout my trip to England 
I'm really looking forward to it. It’s going to 


be a fantastic experience I know vou—do 
you have something else on the “concerned 
question there? I cut you off. I beg your par- 
don 

Q. No, there have just been, vou know 
immense speculation that this is coming at 
an awkward political 
Prime Minister, for that matter 

The President. Awkward political time for 
mer 

Q. [Inaudibl the situation in [raq 

The President. No, I'm looking forward 
to the trip I’m honored to have been invited 
| look forward to my consultations with Tony 


Blair. We visit all the time via te lephon or 


time for you and the 


via secure video link. 'm looking forward to 
sitting down with him in person. It’s going 
to be a great trip 


thine I go 


[ guess evervyw he re every 


somewhere, there is immens« speculation 
I'm not suggesting you're the speculators, but 
I went to the Far East 
there was some speculation ibout this and 
speculation about that. No, I’m looking for 
ward to it. It’s voing to bea great trip 

Yes Sir 


I remember before 


Steel Tariffs 
Q. Mi 
a decision on steel? 
The President. Than I was Friday? 
Q. Yes 
The President. Well, if there is 
which I’m going to make it 


days close I 


President. are you anv closer to 


a date at 
I guess I'm 

But no, I'm thinking about it 
I've got some considerations. People are pre 


senting reports to me, which I will look at 


and let you know at the appropriate time 
when I make up my mind 

Yes Su Who 

Q. NBC ; Ne WSs 

The President. Very good 
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Medicare Reform Legislation 
Q. Okay, thank vou. Mi 
do vou think the chances are 

Medicare bill passed? 
The President. The what 


kne yw 


President what 


of getting the 


Medicare? You 
that’s a good question I 
good. I think 
far. And I think there’s going to be immens¢ 
pressure on Members of both the House an 


think it’s 


I'm pl ased we've come this 
i 


the Senate to support this bill. It is a good 


piece ol legislation. It is a complex piece o 
le gislation After all. we're ch inging a Me di 
that has been stuck in the past 


fora long pe riod of time 


care system 


| 
get i sense oft the sup 


I gislation And 


groups ol 


I'm be ginning to 
this 


there’s some mighty activ 


porters fo! piece ol 


ei opl 
i 


who are interested in good health car 


our seniors that are getting mobilized 
so I think we've got a sood chance ol p 
it. I know I will be 


| { ; 1 . } | | 
vecause it conforms to the principles I lait 


ictive ly pushing the 


drugs tor our seni 


out ol pres ription 


choice for seniors, accountability fo 
Medicare pl in. There’s a lot of TOK rd feat 
in this bill. I look forward to we 

its passage 


Listen, you 1 wonderful Su 


Thank you ver, 


NoTI The Presi 
South Lawn a 

1 1 

rhe reterred tf 
Erdogan ol Purkey 
Hussein of Iraq 


of the United Kingd mn 


Interview With Sir David Frost of 
BBC Television 
Vowe mber 12, 2003 


President’s Upcoming Visit to the United 
Kingdom 
Q. Mi 


might be your first trip to London, but it’s 


President, a lot of people sav thi 
not 

The President. No 
there a coupl of times. I remember, Laura 
Gosh 


it's not. I've been 
and I went to see “Cats” in London 
I remember going to some nice pubs vhen 
I was a drinking man in London. It’s a great 


city, and I’m looking forward to going 
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Q. We're looking forward to seeing you 
In tact, 


for the fact that normally social—dressing up 


there, too ot course, you're famous 


SOr ially and you 


is not your favorite thing, 
once said that marvelous quote “Read my 
lips No new tuxes 

The President. That's right. | Laughter 

Q. Are you going to take a new tux this 
timer 

The President. m going to take a tux, 
ind I'm going to take tails. And don’t tell 
but I had to rent them. [Laughter 
I'm sure vou won't tell anybody 

Q. This is entirely between us 

The President. 1m looking forward to 
it's a huge honor to be invited by Her Maj 
esty to stay in Buckingham Palace. It’s hard 


anvbody 


tO imagine me even considering staving in 
Buckingham Palace when I was living in 
Midland, Texas. It’s just one of those things 
And Buckingham Palace has got a tremen 
dous mystique to it and so Laura and I are 


| 
really looking forward to coming 


President’s Agenda in the United 
Kingdom 

Q. And you pinch yourself about those 
things too. What would vou like to see come 

f this trip in terms of—in addition to 

fun partr 
The President. Well, Ive got some busi 
Blair. We've got 
of things to discuss. We’re going to talk about 


1 


ness to do with Tony a lot 


how to continue to spread freedom and 


We'll talk about how to work the com 
AIDS 


going to spend some time 


peace 


passion age nda on the Initiative, for 
example We re 

talking about that 
ind | e\ I visit 


whether it be on the phone or on 


I \ ilu his idvice 
vith him 


video oO! 


ery time 


in person I come away with a 
some interesting ideas about how to advance 
1 posluve age nda 

Sec ondly | look forward to speaking to the 
people of your great country. I'm going to 
have a chance to give a spt ech to talk about 
the importance of ow relationship the 
unique relationship between America and 


And I'll have a chance 


questions, I’m 


Great Britain to an 


swer some sure, from what 


we call the Fourth Estate here 
media. I look forward to it 


the mighty 
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Protests/War on Terror 


Q. And Tony Blair on Monday night 
he would pre Ibably have told you 


and 
1S € xpect- 
ing there to be quite a lot of protesters about 
What would bx 
those protesters > 

The President. Well 
tiful thing 


lucky to be in a country that ¢ ncourages peo- 


the war your message to 
freedom is a beau 
I would first say, and aren't you 
ple to speak their mind. And I value going 
iree Sa\ 
Secondly, I would 
sav that I understand vou don’t like wan 


to a country where people are 
anvthing they want to say 
and 
neither do I. But I would hope you unde 
stand that I have learned the lessons of sep- 
tember the 11th, 2001, and that terrorists de 
clared war on the United States of America 
and war on peopl that love freedom, and 
[ intend to lead our Nation, along with others 
like our close friends in Great Britain, to win 
this war on terror, that war is my last choice 
not my first choice, but I have an obligation 


is the President to keep our country secure 


Blair-Bush Relationship 


Q. And at the same time, you'll be working 


with Tony Blair, and what is the kev to your 


working together so well? I mean, it’s like 
you have a special relationship. Is partially 
the bond, the bond that you're 
strong faith? 

The President. | think so. Tony is a man 
of strong faith. You know, the key to my rela 
tionship with Tony is he tells the truth, and 
thinks 
savs he’s going to do some thing he’s cong 
to do it 


under 


both men of 


he tells vou what he and when he 


I trust him, therefore. I've seen him 


some tough tough circumstances 


stand strong and | appreciate that in a per 


son 

The other thing I admire about Tony Blair 
is that he’s got a vision beyond the current 
In other words, he can see a world that is 
peaceful and he agrees with me that the 
spread of democracy and freedom in parts 
of the world where there’s violence and ha- 
tred will help change the world, that there 
are reformers in the Middle East that long 
for democracy, that long to live in a free 
world. And Tony Blair, like me, agrees—kind 
of rejects the elitist point of view that only 
a certain type of person can adapt the habits 


And he knows 


of freedom and democracy 
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that freedom in the Middle East will help 
change that world in dramatic fashion. So it’s 
an historic moment which he has been will- 
ing to seize and I’m honored to be working 


with him to seize the moment 


Public Opinion/Lessons of September 11 


Q. And in terms of as vou look at 
world, M1 


see the protesters in Australia or wherever 


the 


President, at the moment and you 


they are and you see that poll that came out 
an El poll the other day that shows that the 
United States 
dangerous countries in terms of war in the 
God's sake North 


when you se things like 


was second among the most 


world—level, for with 


Korea and Iran 
that, do you think the world is out of step 
with America, or America is out of step with 
the world? 

The President. Well, first of all 
got to know, I don’t pay attention to the polls 
I just don't. I’ve got a job to do for the Amer- 


vou ve 


ican people It’s a job that was changed on 
September the llth, 200] 


I refuse to torget I'll never lorget the les 


and I refuse to 


sons, is a better way to put it of what hap 
And there are 
willing to kill innocent life in 
There are ter- 


world to retreat 


pened to this country terror 
ists who are 
order to create fear and chaos 


} 
‘ 


thie i 


rorists who want iree 
from duties so that thev can Impose Taliban 
The re 
are peopl like Saddam Hussein, who t 
tured and maimed and killed and, at 


threatened and created the condi 


type governments and enslave people 


same time 
tions of instabilitv. And I know some pe opk 
need to deal with that 


must deal 


don’t understand the 
but I 


SsSueS 


feel firmly we with those 
Q. But do you need to woo pe opl more 
in the rest of the world? 
The We did a 
pretty good job of wooing them at the United 
Nations. After all 144] 


unanimous vote that said, after a decade of 


President. wooed—we 


remember, Was a 


sending messages to Mr. Saddam Hussein for 
1441 said, 


will be serious consequences. And that was 


him to disarm Disarm or there 
a unanimous vote. In other words, the world, 
at least the Security Council, came together 


and sent a clear signal. Obviously, there was 
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a disagreement about the definition of 
ous consequence 


seri 
But I can assure you, “se 
rious consequence isn't more resolutions or 
debate. “Serious consequence 
with dealing with Mr. Saddam 
today, before it became too late 


more Was 


Hussein 


And I understand people don’t agree with 
that position. But I'm 
vinced that the made and 
there’s a lot of countries that made that deci 
sion with us 


nevertheless con 


decisions we 


that decision will make the 
world more peaceful and more free. That de 
cision is in the long-term interests of people 
who love freedom 


France and Germany 


Q. And will you ever be able to forgive 
Jacques ¢ thirac and Chancellor Schroeder for 
their actions of that time in undermining the 
second resolution? 

The President. Of course. It’s like, I can 
understand why people express their dis 
agreement with the policy I understand not 
everybody is going to agree with every deci 
sion that I make or others make. But I'v 
had meetings with Gerhardt Schroede1 
Jacques Chirac since then. They've been very 
cordial Gerhardt Schroeder has 
now committed German troops to Afghani 


ind 
meetings 


stan, which is a very important mission, to 
help stabilize that good country as it not only 
enacts a constitution but heads toward elec 

tions. And I appreciate the contribution of 


Afghani 


j 
| 


the German Government toward 


stan. I'm proud to sav that it is a vital con 
1] 


and | 


to work with us 


tribution ippre ciate thei willingness 


Again, we re not going to agree on ever) 
issue, but a Europe which works closely with 
America and an America whic h works ( lose ly 
with Europe means the world will be better 


oft 


EU-U.S. Relations 
Q. The difference really is, between Ton 
Blair and them, is that Tony Blair sees Eu 
rope as a partner of the United States, and 
they perhaps see Europe as a rival of the 
United States 
The President. | 


sees that 


don’t think Germany 
for starters. In my conversations 
with Gerhardt Schroeder, they never vielded 
that impression. | think 


Germany unde 


Not 
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stands it’s important for the bilateral relation- 
ship between America and Germany to be 
strong. It’s in our economic interests that it’s 
It’s in the interest of peace that it 
be strong 


strong 


I understand there was kind of this notion 
ol multipolarity, which means that somehow 
the values of America need to be offset. But 
we re freedom. This 
country is leading the world when it comes 
to fighting AIDS. And I can assure you, hav- 
ing studied this issue a lot, and I understand 
the pandemic of AIDS on the continent of 
Africa, we'll be better off—the people of At- 
rica will be better off if Europe and the 
United States work together to fight the pan 
demic of AIDS. My only point is, there’s a 
lot we can do working together 


for peace; we re for 


European Defense Force 
Q. And what about the 
] C - 
have some misgivings about the proposed 
European army, the danger that it might be 
a threat to NATO 
The President. Yes, here’s the thing, first 
of all, I believe that the European defense 


torce 


-I gather that you 


ought to take on more responsibility 
missions which NATO turns down 
think it’s good for the United States’ inter 
NATO’s interests 
so long as the defense force doesn’t under- 
vitality of NATO. And Tony Blair 


tells me that the discussions he’s having with 


on those 


I think it’s good for 


ests 
mine the 


other Europ an countries will in no way un- 
dermine NATO, and I take his word for it 
He’s been a man who’s been true to his word 
on a lot of issues, and I believe he'll be true 


to his word on this issue 


Iraqi Weapons of Mass Destruction 

Q. Tell me about—in terms of [raq tell 
me about we apons of mass destruction. The 
act that we didn’t find them, and so on, has 
But do you think that 
you were the victim of a failure of intel- 
ligence In awayr 

The President. Not at all 

Q. No? 

The President. No, not at all. I think our 
I know the British 
It’s the same intel- 
ligence that caused the United Nations to 


{ 
i 
, 
I 


veen much discussed 


intelligence was sound 
. ] 
intelligence was sound 





1628 Not 
pass resolution after resolution after resolu- 
tion. It’s the 
by my predecessor to bomb Iraq. I'm very 
confident we got good intelligence. And not 
only that, Mr. David Kay, who went over to 
kind of lead the effort to find the weapons 
or the intent of weapons, came back with 
a report that clearly stated that Mr. Saddam 
Hussein would—had been in material breach 
of Resolution 1441. had the 
inspectors found what Kay found, they would 
have reported back to the United Nations 
that he was in breach, that he was in violation 
of exactly what the United Nations expected 
him not to do 

We'll find the truth. But this guy for many 
years had been hiding weapons, deceiving 
that 
could have been sped up. Nobody could say 
Not 
world 
said: the world said 


same intelligence that was used 


In other words, 


weapons He had dual- use programs 


that Saddam Hussein wasn’t a dange r. 


only Was he 


a danger to the free 
and that’s what the world 
it consistently he 
as well 


mass graves with hundreds of thousands of 


was a danger to his own 

people Remember, we discovered 

men and women and children clutching their 

little toys, as a result of this person’s brutality 
Go ahead. Sorry 


Q. But in terms of 


of if there wasn't a failure of intelligence, 


did you feel, in terms 
that 
there was a sort of exaggeration in what was 
predicted? I mean, did you ever believe that 
stuff, for instance? Did you ever believe that 


stuff about him having weapons of mass de- 


struction that could be unleashed in 45 min- 
utes, really believe that? 
I believe he a dan 


wx did you never 

The President. 
gerous man. 

Q. But you didn’t believe that 

The President. Well, 1 believed a lot of 
things. But I know he was a dangerous man 
And I know that for the sake of security he 
dealt with. After all 
repeat this because it’s a very important point 


Was 


needed to be again | 
that people in your country must remember, 
and that is, the world had spoke n, universally 
spoken, about this man’s danger for 12 long 
at the min- 
imum, in order for a multinational organiza- 
tion to be valid and effective, something has 
to happen other than resolutions. And when 
an organization says, ~ 
in other words, 


years. And in order for very 


If you don’t disarm’’— 


in order to say, “They don’t 
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convinced a lot of na- 
tions, including France, that he had weapons. 
In other words, he 
“Dismantle 
that, there 

And the fundamental question is what is 


disarm,” intelligence 
» had to disarm something 
If you don’t do 


a serious consequence.” 


your programs. 
will be 
a “serious consequence’? It’s not another 
resolution. It's not more empty debate. A 
“serious Consequence,” in this case, was re- 
moving Saddam Hussein so that his weapons 
programs would not be activated. And David 
Kay found evidence of weapons programs 


He found 


dence of biological weapons. And it 


some biological weapons—evi- 
doesn't 
take much time 

Q. But we really need the big discovery 
don’t we? 

The President. 


what 


Well, that’s pretty big, 
just told you. Now remember, for a 
long period of time, it was assumed that he 
didn’t have a nuclear weapons program. And 
vet, after 1991, the world had to 
its attitude about this man’s nuclear weapons 
program and admitted that it was very ad- 
vanced. A 


changed 


nuclear weapon in the hands of 
somebody like Saddam Hussein, particularly 
given the lessons of Se ‘ptember the Lith 
2001, would be a horrendous development 
And we had to deal with him. And we did 
in a way, by the way, that was a compas 
sionate wa) We spared innocent life. We ta 
geted the guilty, and we moved hard and fast 
And very little of Iraq was touched in top- 
pling S Saddam Hussein. 


Planning for Iraq After Combat 
Operations 


Q. Did we, in fact 


President, as you know 


Mr 


metic- 


people have said, 
. that the 
ulous planning that went into winning the 


Same 


and 
a bit unprepared for some of the 
surprises the 
know, 


war didn't go into winning the peace 
we were 
unpleasant you 
the terrorists and all of that that came 
along. Is that a fair comment? 

The President. No—|laughter| not 
a fair comment. We look at all contingencies 
and are dealing with the contingencies. Look, 
let me—if I could step back and maybe think 
out loud here of the 
some of the speculation that was going on 
before we went into Iraq: One, the oil reve- 
nues would be blown up; the oil fields would 


Surprises 


its 


about some stones or 
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be destroyed They weren't. As a matter of 
fact, oil production is up to 2.1 million or 
2.2 million barrels a day, to the benefit of 
the Iraqi people 
point 


That’s a very important 


Remember, there was speculation about 
sectarian violence, that the long-suppressed 
Kurds or Shia may take out their anxieties 
That 
didn't happen. There was talk about mass 
starvation; it didn’t happen. Refugee flows 
that would be -that 
happened. And so a lot of the contingency 
that we had planned for didn’t happen What 
has happened is that in a relatively small part 
of the country, there are Ba‘athist 

Q. You call it now the Ba‘athist Triangle 

The President. Sunni Triangle, they 
are attacking. And they're attacking not only 


coalition forces; theyre attacking innocent 


and their frustrations on the Sunnis 


unmanageable never 


[raqis. because what they're trying to do is 
stop the spread of progress 

Q. It’s almost a guerrilla war there, really 

The President. Well, I would call it a des 
perate attempt by people who were totally 
in control of government, through tyrannical 
means, to regain power This is nothing more 
than a power grab 

Now, fighte rs 
mujahideen types or Al Qaida or Al Qaida 
affiliates involved as well. They've got a dil 


there are some foreign 


install a 
laliban-type Government in Iraq, o1 they 


ferent mission. They want to 
want to seek revenge for getting whipped in 
Afghanistan. But nevertheless, they all have 
now found common ground for a brief period 
of time. And what we will do is, we will uss 
lraqi intelligence; we will use Iraqi security 
lorces—we re up to about 118,000 [raqi folks 
in one type ol uniform or another securing 
the country—to be a integral part of chasing 
these killers down and to bring them to jus 
tice before they kill innocent life 

Q. But it must have taken us a bit by sur 
prise, or otherwise we'd have prepared tor 
it. the level of this 


what, 700, perhaps, foreign terrorists who 


the combination of the 


came into Lraq, and so on. That was 

The President. | don't think so. I think 
a lot the people who came in initially wish 
they hadn't come in initially, or they're not 
wishing at all right now. But no, we under- 


stood it was going to be tough. We've been 


Not 
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there for 7 months, David, which seems like 
a long time, particularly giving the news cy- 
cles the way they are. I'm certainly not com- 
plaining about the news cycles, but neverthe- 
less, there’s a certain sense of impatience that 
has now crept into the world. And my job 
is to enable our operators and military to 
make adjustments necessary to 
We've got the same strategy, which is a 


succeed. 


peaceful [raq The tactics shift, depending 
upon the decisions of the enemy. We're mak- 
Ing progress 

That’s not to say it’s not tough. Of course, 
it’s tough. What they want to do is, they want 
to shake the will of the free world. And the 
good news about having a partner like Tony 
Blair is, he won't be shaken. And neither will 
I, and neither will Jose Maria Aznar. I heard 
Berlusconi stand up with a strong statement 
after the Italian police had been murdered. 
And we, of course, send our sympathies and 
prayers to the Italian people. But Berlusconi 
said, “Theyre not going to run us out.” 

And that’s what these terrorists need to 
hear. And more importantly, or as impor- 
tantly, the Iraqi citizens need to hear that. 
They need to know that we won't leave the 
country prematurely They need to know two 
things: We're not going to cut and run; and 
two, we believe they have the capacity to run 
their own country 


Timetable for lraq 


Q. The cut-and-run thing, obviously, is ab- 
vital 


going to cut and run. You'll be there as long 


solutely And you've said you're not 


as it takes. Tony Blair, in his speech on Mon- 
‘We're 


one inch.” I mean, we're there for how long 


day night, said not going to retreat 


it takes to produce a successful Iraqi democ- 


racy, are wer 


The President. Yes. absolutely 
Q. Whether that’s years and years or what? 
The President. Well, we don't think it will 


be vears and years 


because, first of all, we 
think the Iraqi people are plenty capable of 
running their own country and we think they 
want to run their own country And just today 
I had discussions with Jerry Bremer, our Am- 
bassador in Baghdad, who flew back to dis- 
cuss Ways 


Q. ( Yh, yes 
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The President. Well, just to discuss ways 
to do—to assure the [raqi people that we 
see, 
some in the world, some in the world don’t 


have confidence in their capability 


believe that Iraq can run itself. They believe 
that, “Might as well let them have a military 
dictatorship or a tyrant. That's the only way 
they can be governed. 

I disagree, and Tony Blair disagrees with 
that. We believe that democracy will take 
hold in Lraq, and we believe a free and demo- 
cratic lraq will help change the Middle East 
There are 


hundreds of reformers that are 


despx rate for freedom. Freedom—freedom 
is not America’s gift to the world or Great 
Britain’s gift to the world 
Almighty’s gift to everybody who lives in the 
world 


Freedom is the 


Role of Saddam Hussein 


Q. Is there any likelihood that Saddam 
himself could be behind this violence? 

The President. Saddam Hussein is a vio- 
lent man. Listen, he tortured and maimed 
and killed. He had rape rooms, and people 
disappeared because they spoke out against 
him. We've discovered mass graves He's a 
brutal brutal tyrant. We did 
the Lraqi people a great favor by removing 
him. So I wouldn't be surprised that any kind 
of violence is promoted by him, but I don’t 
I don’t know. All I know is, we're after 


brutal tvrant 


know 
him 


Role of World Opinion in Regime Change 


Q. That's one of the interesting things. | 


mean, nobody has time for a moment for 
Saddam Hussein Some people are worried 
in England and around the world by the idea 
of regime change, because they say, “Once 
Britain and 


America with Saddam Hussein, what can we 


we've done regime change 
say if India wants to do regime change with 
Pakistan, or 
change with India? 


The President. Well, see 
stand their concerns, except they forgot the 


Pakistan wants to do regime 


[ can under- 


history. This issue has been discussed in the 
United Nations for over a decade. And the 
United multilateral inter- 
national body, passed resolution after resolu- 
tion after resolution calling for Saddam Hus- 


sein to disarm. In other words the diplomatic 


Nations, as a 
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process went forward. There was plenty of 
diplomacy. And to the critics, I would say 
that there will be diplomacy when it comes 
to India and Pakistan. The world will speak 
out clearly 

The problem is, is that when the world 
speaks out clearly and then nothing happens 
all we’ve got is empty words. It’s tyrants that 
take advantage of that. Tyrants—if tyrants 
feel like they can torture and kill 
feel like they can blackmail 


the world, and all the world does is put out 


don’t fear 
with impunity 


empty words, it makes multilateralism ex 
tremely ineffective 
If I could take a second to remind your 


viewers that, obviously, not every situation 


needs to be solved militarily. Military option 
is the last option, as far as I'm conce red 
And I would rete! people to North Korea 
where we ve 


got a multilateral atte mpt to 


t 


iong-il to get rid of his nu 
We just like 
Saddam Hussein, that he has been torturous 
to his people—people in North Korea are 


starving to death 


convince Kim ¢ 


clear ambitions understand 


and that weapons Ol mass 
destruction in his hands given his history just 
like weapons of mass destruction in Saddam's 
hands given his history, is a very dangerous 

it inhibits the ca 
pacity for peace and freedom to spread 

But what I’ve 
China and South Korea and Japan and Russia 
to speak with one voice to the North Kore- 
ans, and say Get 
tions.” We re 


on a counterproliferation regime 


element. It’s a dangerous 


done 1S I've convinced 


rid of your nuclear ambi- 
working 
that 

| bil | ; | 
stop his ability to ship weapons ot mass de 


ilso, at the same time 


will 


struction or a nuclear warhead to a terrorist 
In other 
gether in a multilateral, multinational fashion 
to bring peact and stability to the world 


group words, we're working to 


War on Terror 

Q. Someone who knows how passionate 
you are about this war on terror and Iraq 
I know George Bush, and 


in terms of 


and so on said, 
I think his legacy, he'd rather 
I'll tell you how strongly he feels. He said 
he’d rather be 
by the terrorists 


defeated by the voters than 
Is that true? 
The President. I'd rather not be defeated 
by either. |Laughter| And we will not be de- 
feated by the terrorists. I say that confidently 
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because the allies in the war on terror are 
strong and steadfast, and there’s no stronger 
and steadfast ally in the war on terror than 
Blair. He He 


knows that freedom is being challenged. He 


Tony understands the stakes 
understands as well that the spread of free 

in the long run, wil 
And that’s why the battle—the 
stakes are so high in Iraq right now. By the 
way, fraq is a front in the war on terror. And 
it’s important for people to understand that 


dom and democracy 
defeat terror 


because the war takes place elsewhere 


Reform of the Palestinian Authority 

Q. And in 
Say, In the Arab world obviously there Was 
but in the 
Arab world, that you won't really be abl 


one of the reasons that pe opl 


your landmark speec h last week 
to 
address the balance against America until the 
United States is seen not to tilt towards Israel] 
in the Middle East. What do you think about 
that? 

The President. | think about that 
America—l| 
first President ever to go to the United Na 
tlons 

Q. And sav, two 

The President. Two states sid 
peace 

Q. two states 

The President. No President has ever said 
that. And I said it 


tion, because I believe it is in Israel’s interest 


I think 


it's an excuse, because im. the 


by siae mm 


and I said it with convic 


ind 
How 
ever, to achieve a peaceful Palestinian stat 
the 


state, a state where people are willing to ris} 


that there be a peaceful Palestinian state 
I know it’s in the Palestinians’ interest 


' 
peaceful Palestinian 


emergence ot a 


capital a place where people are willing to 
develop an economy there must be a focused 
And there hasn't been 


with the current Palestinian leadk rship 


effort to defeat terror 


I went in and embraced, in Aqaba, Jordan 
Abu Mazen. And the reason I did so, David 
is because he came to the Oval Offic 
he I will join vou in the fight against 
terror. We're 
destroy the hopes of the many.’ 
in his talk 
he’s got great trust in the Palestinian 


and 
said 
not going to allow the few to 
As well, | 
could sense in his feeling, that 
he has 
people In other words, given the chance, the 
Palestinian people will develop the habits of 
democracy and out of that will come a great 
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And I trusted him, 
with him. We were 
And I was working 
with Ariel Sharon. I gave a speech on June 
24th, 2002. which says, “All of us have re- 
sponsibilities, and you, Israel, have a respon- 
sibility 


state, a peaceful state 
and we were working 


making good progress 


Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel 

Q. Do you think Ariel Sharon could ever 
emerge as a man of peace? 

The President. Yes, | do. | 


wants 


believe he 
do. | 


mean he’s a man who has presided over 


peace for his people I truly 
suiciders, where he has to go to the funerals 
of women and children because some cold 
blooded killer is trying to destroy the hopes 
And it’s 

And I believe he believes 
asked him in the 
Listen, am I out there 


of all the people in the region 
yes, | believe SO 
in a Palestinian state. I’ve 
Oval Office 
by myself on a Palestinian state, or will you 
He But both of us 


understand, as do a lot of other people, that 


I said 


support it?” said he will 
for a state to emerge, there must be a focused 
effort to get after the Hamas killers, for ex- 
imple who want to destroy the hopes of the 
pec ple that believe in a Palestinian state. And 
there hasn't been that effort 
Anyway, let me finish my Abu Mazen 
story, if vou don’t mind. I embraced the guy 
ind I believe that he is a—I believe he’s a 
partner with whom we can work, and he’s 
Progress is being made, and he 


And that’s 
It's just unaccept- 


shoved out 
is shoved aside by the old guard 


unacceptable behavior 


ible 


British Detainees at Guantanamo Bay 


Q. Guantanamo. You're going to get asked 
bout, obviously, in England, what’s going to 
happen to our British detainees. Tony Blair 
was talking about it in the House of Com- 


mons this week and saying, hopefully they'd 


be tried before a proper court or repatriated 
to be tried in the U.K. Will vou have any 
good news for us on that? For him on that? 

The President. You mean right here, sit- 


ting talking—the 


good news is, one, they'll be treated fairly, 


like they 


with Tony to come up with a solution that 


right here, me and you 


are 


And two, I'm working closely 


he’s comfortable with. And I emphasize, a 
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These 


these were ille- 


solution that he’s comfortable with 

prisoners are being treated 
] { | 

gal non-combatants pick d up off of a hattle 


field. And 


they will go through a military tribunal at 


they're being well-treated, and 


a military tri 


international 


vith international 

Q. As we approach the end of this inter 
view, Mr. President I 
tually 
than the 


proat h the end of this interview 


] 
some point in time, which is 


} 


bunal. which is in accord—o1 


in line wecords 


could carry on for 


hours but I know you've got a lot 


to do. more rest of us 


AS we ap 
what would 
vou say is the most important lesson vou've 
learned in life in the Presidency? 

The President. The most important lesson 
in the 


vhere 


t cle al 
lead 


vorld that IS 


in life Presidency is to have 
you want to le ad. ane 


It's a 


More 


Vision ol 
lve 


more 


] 
got a ciear vision 


free and therefore peace ful: a 
A 


world based upon human rights, human dig 
F 


nity. and justice: a world that does not dis 


criminate between one group of pe ople Ol 


i vision that does not discriminate between 
one group of people or another, because | 
believe ll peopl have the desire to be free 


And I’m willing to lead ther 
And the 


thei you 


this country will make 
they l] 


whe ther O! 


p y| I 
eQO { 0 
I | , 


isked ibout politic S 


make the decision as to not 


they I've have been honest with them and 
open with them and whether or not they li 
\ lot ot it 


do with the economy, of 


my lead rship stv vill have to 
COUTSE 

get another 4 vears. But I think it’s important 
vou want to lead 


to know whe re ind le id 


Bush Team for a Second Term 
Q. Would vou hope to prese nt to the coun 
try the Dick Cheney and Donald 


Rumsfeld and Colin Powell and Condi Ric« 


Same team 


for the second term? 

The President. It’s been a fabulous team 
And | h iven t 
I'm not going to talk to my Cabinet 
until after th But I'm 


proud of this team. I put together one of 


ind Chenev for certain obvi 
ously 
ministers election 
the finest teams, one of the finest administra 
iSS¢ mbled 


hard 


] | 
WOrkIng experienced people who give me 
A 


tions any President has ever 


These are good honest decent 


good unvarnished advice and when I make 
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a decision, say, “Yes, sir, Mr. President, we'll 
go execute it 
Q. Well, thank you for your decision to 
do this interview 
The President. 


seeing you 


Thank you, sir. I enjoyed 


NoTI he intervie 
the Map Room at 
| 


rroadcast on BBC 


Vas taped it 3:05 p-m. m 
the White House for later 
One’s “Breakfast With Frost 
Office of the 


The transcript vas released by the I 

Press Secretary on November 17. In his remarks 

the President referred to Queen Elizabeth IT and 

Prime Minister Tor Blair of the United King 
nt Saddam Hussein o 


dom | 
s« hroe ce I 


lormer Preside 
Chancellor Gerhard 
President Ja ques Chirac of France 

dent Williat J. ( linton; David Kay, CIA ope cial 
Advisor for Strategy Regarding Iraqi Ws 
Mass Destructi rams; President Jose 
Aznar of Spaii Minister Silvic 
of Italy; L. Paul Bremer III, Preside: 
to Iraq; President Kim Chong-il of N 
ind former Pi Minister Mahmoud 
Mazen) of the P Authority 


this intervi could no eritiec 


pons ol 
M ifla 


riusconl 


] 
vuestinian 


t ipe vas In 


Interview With Trevor Kavanagh of 
The Sun 
November 17 


2003 


The Oval Office 

The President. Have you ev 
Oval Office before? 

Mr. Kavanagh. Once, just onc 

The President. Okay. The rug was d 


signed by my 


I be en mm the 


vile. Every President gets to 
de sign his Own rug You probably didn t | now 
that 
Mr. Kavanagh. Fabulous 
The President. | wanted mine 
i And | 


designe d by my wile 
1 
i sense ol optimism when 


mine Was 


Laura wanted 


people to ha ¢ 
} 


they here that this is a CU who 


better 
Sometimes 


came mM 


kind ol sees a world not a VOTS¢é 


the Oval Cali hye 
I wanted it to be 
hope you felt that 


lore 


So | 


world 
boding ind cheery 
This is called “A Charge To Keep.” It's 
based upon a Me thodist hymn. One of Amer 
ica’s great imports from England was John 
Wesley 


¥ } 
greater than yourself, which speaks to my 


And it talks about serving something 
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own pe | ident ] Mr. Kavanagh. 1m more than a little im 

to m\ dt ire th ri i ressed by being here and by sitting in this 
; 

ind Call on people { 

1] ] 

olowed 


it 
The President. W: 


nportant 1S shrine to ce nocracy 


Orie ol 


On peopl COM 
i 


And it’s an honor to serve here 
Mr. Kavanagh. Well, I would 
u on behalf of our readers fon 
nem and me the tiie to talk to vou 
The President. Wi I] I'm glad you re here 
inks 
World After Afghanistan and Iraq 
mderdon| e's a Texas cape artist Mr. Kavanagh. We rv 


ull 


Suppo 
| f | 
JHanISTAN anda al 
t, the majority 


von 


\\ 
i wit wout 2.000 of our re: 
The President. Really? |Laug 
irketing too l tuchte That's 


na 


juesvion 


Mr. Kavanagh. Yes. And the one q 


The President. Yes 


?) ico | ol 


hn Ke 7h j c oO} 
Mr. Kavanagh. O| 
The President. | « 


S Binonin ond Bis 
That's it. Welcom 
Mr. Kavanagh. | 
ich, Mr. Presick 


1, 


ind pick ind choos« where 

ind Sav we may have 
mer we may not ar il with 
The President. S 


ontident that We vel 
) ] ] 
President Cheney s s« 


{ 
: : 
oceans. That ¢ hanged 
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And one of my vows to the American people 
is I won't forget the lessons of September 
the Lith, 2001 

Secondly, the world is safer because the 

ultimately 
multinational institutions. Take 
in lraq The United Nations had 
Saddam 


; ' 
They recognized it in not one resolu 


wchons we have taken will 
strengthen 
the theate 


recognized that Hussein was a 
threat 
tion but m iltiple resolutions and vet didn't 
And therefore 
lutions bec mune Wwe ik became just words 
And iS a | 


result of enforcing 1441 
said that you disarm or there 


do invthing ibout it the reso 


will be 


SeTLIOUS 
] 
consequences, now when multinational insti 
1 


tutlons speak hopefully peopl will take 


And in order to win the 


, 1 
the rh SETIOUSIY Wal 


alliance and co 


kill rs 


societies 


on terror, there needs to be 


1 1 
operation Decause the se are that are 


capable of hiding in Thevre pa 
tient. Theyre lethal. They pop up ind will 
And by the way 


cle stro\ 


cle stro\ who 


the Sé 


thev don’t care 
they There are no rules fon 


people. They will kill children just as soon 
as they'll kill somebody in a military uniform 
Thirdly, the there 
ind by the way, multinational forum 
necessarily mean U.N It « 

like the collaboration 
that’s now taking place with North Korea in 
dealing 


world is safer because 
is a 
doe snt 


mean collaborations 


with Kim Chong-il, who is a threat 


to peace. And now its not just the 
States dealing with Kim Chong-il 
United States South Korea 
eltort 


work done 


United 
it’s the 
Japan 
Or the 
by the 
France 


China 
and Russia in a collaborative 


line Work the initial fine 


foreign ministers of Great Britain 
ind Germany in telling Iran to get rid of its 
nuclear ambitions. I say “initial fine work 
because the Iranians, in the past have had 
And 


clandestine 
1 
that the words that have 


there 


operations therefore. in 
ord rto m ike sure 
heen issued to them are true must be 
transpare ncy 


Fourthly, we dealt Al Qaida. We 
on Al Qaida. Now, you know 


are tough 
key 


] 
figures still looming in caves and remote ré 


there are 


gions of the world, but we're dismantling 


them. If vou were to look at Al Qaida as a 
business organization, middle management is 
no longer. That’s not to say that they're not 
grooming junior executives to take over cer- 
tej ‘ole B re 
tain roles. but we re 


tough, and we're on 
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their trail, and we're still hunting them down 
Make no mistake about it. And as 
of dismantling Al Qaida, the world is safer 

We've also dealt with the tyrants in Af 


ghanistan, which is an incredibly dangerous 


1 result 


regime, dangerous not only to the free world 


because they provided housing training 


money, safe haven, but also they we 


tortuous and barbaric to their own p« 


| 

And in Iraq, Saddam Hussein was clearly a 
ibout the 
and l re 
can justify this 


We { 


ered mass graves with over 300,000 people 


threat to peace And we can argue 


definition of “serious « onsequence 


spect the debate 


but no one 


mans beh wior to his people dis OV 


ind torture rooms. He is 


1 
paving suiciders to go kill innocent Ist 


there rape 


TrOOMS 


He had a we apons program as discovere 


! 
| promise you this 1s goimg to be i short 


] 


. 1] ] 
swel eventually | you looking 


cl ¢ k 


te? 


Saw 
Vou! glance can t esCape rie 

This is an important question 
que stion 

Mr. Kavanagh. Of course 

The President. David Kay 
weapons program that was in material brea 
of 1441. In other words, it was in 
ol precise ly what the United 
Saddam 


issumed that he his 


ibsol ite 
discove re d a 
1 
n 
} 
lolanon 


Nations had 


] 
isked him not to do Hussein, in 
LOOL. it was nucieal 
weapons prog! im would he active in the out 


, 
vears, and in fact, th inspectors discovered 


| 


! ] } 
he’s got nuclea umbitions, not only real and 


active but his program Was a lot farther long 
than we thought. And had he ever developed 


illowe d to 


i nuclear weapon, had he been 
have a nuclear 
the ultimate 
mail 

And so the removal of 
makes the world safer 


Saddam 


be en 
black 


11 
weapon he would | ive 


source of international 


Saddam Hussein 


And as import intly 
the removal of TIVES the 


} 


which 18 


Hussein 
[raqis a chance to live in freedom 
the ultimate 


to security 


freedom is the ultimate route 


[ strongly believe that free na 
tions are peaceful nations. Free nations are 
not terrorist havens, do not become terrorist 
havens. Free nations won't create conditions 
of strife and resentment that breeds anxiety 
and terror 


And 


safer, is 


the 


and will be even more 


therefore world is becoming 


sale sate 
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when [raq becomes free. And Iraq will be 
tree, and it lI be peaceful And we need peace 
and freedom in that part of the world 

Now, there’s an interesting debate going 
on as to whether or not people like the [raqis 
will eve r adapt the habits of freedom. There’s 
kind of an elitism that takes place in ow 
] 


country, in your country, and elsewher 


feels, well, “Certain people cant be free 
They can’t adapt the habits of democracy 
I strongly disagree. I strongly disagree 
And so, ves, the world is safer, and th 


world IS nore pe ace ful 


Future U.S. Activity in Iraq 

Mr. Kavanagh. Okay. That answer will 
resonate with our readers. Nonetheless 
there is concern about the events particu 
larly in the last week or so, when things have 
escalated. I think this causes concern every 


where {re we going to imncrease military 
presence there? Are we going to pull out? 
There’s a fear that 

The President. You don't have 
ibout us pulling out 


Mr. Kavanagh. There's a famous 1 
7 


shirt 


slogan which shows the American flag and 


the words. “These colors don’t run.” Do vou 
stand by that? 


The President. Yes Abso 
lutely. Our will is being tested. See, the tac 


absolutely 


1 
tics of the terrorists is to kill as many innocent 


and 


people as possible heretore t 


tO 
shape the will of the [raqis As progress is 
and =s we're 
and Ill cite some example ; 
I think are 


the Iraqis begin to say 


made making 


interesting 
progress a 
minute that fascinating. But as 
Wait a minute. Life 
can be better and their instincts kick in 
in a tree society 
that 


| T | 
to scare them. They want the police not to 


about what it means to live 
the terrorists want to shake They want 
become police And we've got over 118,000 
people now, Iraqi citizens, in uniform begin 
ning to conduct operations fo1 their own se 
curity 
They 


diers and, therefore 


of course, want to kill our own sol 
try to shake the will of 
the American people and the President and 
They killed those 
were that 
Oh, my goodness this 


is too big a | ht. We'll leave We're not lea 


ie 
— 


the command structure 
And they 


Berlusconi would say 


Italians hoping 
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ing. We're staying there to get the job done 
Of course we mourn the death of any citizen 
I still remember 
the death, what happened to us on sep- 
tember the 1llth as well. I was there at 
Ground Zero right after the attacks, and I 
remember this kind of haze and the smells 


3ut I recognize that it is 


and the death and destruction. I'll always re- 
And as I've told vou, 


I vowed not to forget the lessons 


member that, of course 


Mr. Kavanagh. That changed everything? 

The President. Absolutely. Look, what 
changed for me was sitting on Air Force One 
ind getting the reports that we were under 
attack. And I made up my mind then, right 
then, that we didn’t need a bunch of legal 
briefs. I didn’t need a bunch of—vou know 
let’s kind of hold hands and hope to get the 
right answer. We were at war, and we were 


And I still feel that 
that I did 


going to win the war 

same exact determination today 

then 
Mr. 


even 


Kavanagh. So you'll stay in Iraq 


The President. We will do our job 
Mr. Kavanagh. after there’s an in- 
terim a Government which is 
The President. Yes. There’s a lot of talk 
right now about the political process, as there 
should be 


council 


And we are interested in the Iraqis 


assuming more responsibility on the political 


side and on the security side. And a political 


process in which the [raqis assume more re- 
bility will make the securi le come 
sponsibility will make the security side Come 
toge ther quic¢ ker as well In oul judgment 
And therefore 
instructions back from me to talk to the Gov 


Bremer came here, he took 


erning Council to find out what is feasible 
when it comes to the passing of more powel 
to the Governing Council. That’s where we 
are right there 

On the 


eI 
there 


security side, absolutely we're 
The goal is for Iraq to be peaceful 
and tree | understand the consequences ol 
i free and peaceful Iraq in the midst of the 
Middle East. We can have the debate all day 
long as to whether the Middle East will ever 
adapt the habits of democracy and freedom 
I think they will obviously, and I’m confident 
they will. I like to tell people in this country 
freedom is not America’s gift to the world: 
freedom is not Great Britain’s gift to the 
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world: freedom is the Almighty’s gift to ev- 
ervbody in the world 


Freedom for Iraq 

Mr. Kavanagh. And this is what you'll tell 
the demonstrators? Or this is what you would 
tell the demonstrators if you had 5 minutes 
with them? 

The President. Of cours 
lutely disagree with our 
tactics 


War is 


if the demonstrators are 


| would abso- 


I will sav. “You may 


Nobody likes war my last 


choice there as 
anti-war protestors, they may be there for 
global trade—and I'd 
be glad to talk to them about that as well 


But in terms of war, I can understand why 


other reasons as well 


I can under 
stand why citizens in Great Britain protestor 


people are anxious about wat 
or not, wonders about why a President would 
commit to because nobody likes Wal 
On the other hand, I would tell them, the 
ske pics and the critics, that I have a job to 
protect the security of the United States of 
America and that Saddam Hussein was a s¢ 


War 


is witnessed by the international 
community speaking loudly on that subject 
12 different times. But I would tell those who 


doubt our policy that we share a Common 


curity risk 


goal, which is peace, and that free societies 
are peaceful societies. They may say, “Well 
you can t possibly expect a country like [rag 
to be free and then we'd have an intere sting 
philosophical debate because I believe free 
dom exists in the heart of every single human 
being. It may take longet for peopl to accept 
freedom, if they've been tortured and brutal 
ized like Saddam Hussein did 

Secondly, I would tell the skeptics that not 
only is the world more secure as a result of 


the decisions we made, the lraqi people now 


have a chance to live in a society which is 


hopeful and optimistic, a society in which 
you're able to speak your mind, a society in 
which you don't have to pay homage to a 
brutal tyrant and his two brutal sons, which 


is precisely how they had to live in the past 


Threats to World Peace 


Mr. Kavanagh. SO how do you re spond 
to those people who were polled by the Eu- 
rope Commission and found that America 
North Korea—is the 


second most powerful threat to world peace? 


was—alongside Lran 
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The President. You just have to tell them 
“Watch what happens.” The world is going 
to be more peace ful, and the free world will 
be more secure as a result of the decisions 
we've taken 


United Kingdom’s Contribution in Iraq 


Mr. Kavanagh. Can | ask you about the 
special relationship, the role the British sol- 
diers play in Iraq and are still plaving? 

The President. Sure 

Mr. Kavanagh. Would vou like to tell m« 
about vou feel about our contribution? 

The President. Yes, | lI te ll you about youl 
troops They are well trained. They are well 
motivated 
thev do 


and theyre really good at what 
And our soldiers and our generals 
and our commanders really appre late being 
side-by-side with the Brits. They trust them 
and that’s Important 

Secondly, in Basra, the Brits have brought 
an interesting strategy in dealing in Basra be 
dealt in Northern 
it was kind of a transfer of 


has been incredibly 


: ] - Ir . ] 
cause VOU Nave retana 
In other words 
that 


and important. I am really proud of ow 


experience usetul 


not only our alliance because it’s close now 
and I intend to keep it that way 

I've got a great pe rsonal relationship with 
Tony Blair 


Let me tell you something about 
him just real quick, because it relates also 
to the trust of the troops He’s a man who 
comes in here, and he says he’s going to do 


something, and as I said—as they say in 
Texas, you can book him when he says he’s 
going to do something; you can take it to 
the bank 
something he has done it and I appreciatk 
that a lot. It’s not always the way it is in poli 


tics, whether it be 


Because every time he has said 


international 
politic s. Sometimes they'll come and look you 
Mr 
with you and behind you 

and it turns out they're way behind vou. You 
can't find them when the he 
that’s not the way 


domestic o1 
in the eve and say, “Oh. don’t worr 
President, we're 
at gets on. But 


ony Blair is, and that’s 


not the way the Brits’ command structure is 
and that’s not the way the soldiers in the field 
have been. They've been tough and capable 
and decent peopl that’s the other thing 


full 


of compassionate people, because not only 


) 
about militaries. Both our militaries aré 


are we chasing down people and bringing 
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them to justice, as we say, but there are 
built 
opened, hospitals being supplied, thanks to 


schools being orphanages be Ing 
compassionate British troops and American 
troops as well, and other troops It spe iks 
to the honor of our respective militaries 


These are honorable people 


President’s Upcoming Meeting With 
Families of Fallen British Soldiers 

Mr. Kavanagh. You're going to speak to 

of the who have al 

ready died in Iraq and also Sept mber the 
Lith 

The President. Yes 

Mr. Kavanagh. You're going to see them 
I guess, on Downing Street 

The President. Vell 
where 


families of those 


SOT 


I'm not sure exactly 


but you bet. I am going to see them 

Mr. Kavanagh. What are vou going to sa\ 
to them? 

The President. Well 
all ask for God’s blessings, because I undei 
what 
i dad 


to have lost a child. I'm a proud dad. It’s 


I'm going to first of 
stand how bad they hurt. I can’t imagine 
it would be like, if I were a mother o1 


got to shatter a person s heart to lose a loved 
one, and I will do the best I can to provide 
some comfort. I have done this here in Ame) 
ica as well. It’s part of my duty as the leader 


who ha ( 


of this country to comfort those 
sacrificed 

Cll also explain to them as best as I can 
that the 


made is for a noble cause, and that’s peace 


sacrifices that their loved one has 


and freedom. I strongly believe that what 


we re doing today will make it easier for this 
person s grandchild to grow up in a Ire¢ 
world and a peaceful world 

I'll tell you an interesting story, kind of 
dawned on mea while ago I was talking to 
Prime Minister Koizumi of Japan in 
We were having dinner And I kind 


of reflected on what it would be like 


Tol Vo 
actually 
during 
our dinner, I reflected on what it would be 
like if America and the Allies hadn't don 
a good job in post World War II. Would | 
be sitting with a Prime Minister of Japan 
with whom I’ve got great relations, talking 
about how to deal with Kim Chong-il 
North Korea? It’s an interesting thought 

Mr. Kavanagh. Very interestin 


and 


Not 
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The President. Beyond that is whether or 
not somebody 50 years from now is going 
to be sitting with a leader from Iraq or any 
other country in that region saying, “Thank 
goodness George W. and Tony Blair held the 
line, because I’m now able to deal with ter- 
rorist threats on potential terrorist threats 
with an ally. I'm able to help bring more 
peace to the world 
Prime Ministers should 
never worry about their short-term history 


he VW 


Presidents and 


theyre viewed in short-term history 
There’s no such thing as short-term history 
except for the musings of somebody who's 
not verv objective to begin with, because if 
vou set big goals and work on big items, the 
the Prime 
around to see the effects of those policies 
And therefore 
term history 


President or Minister won't be 


I don’t worry about the short 
I think in terms of long-term 
history. I know what we're doing now is going 
to have an effect, a positive effect on this 
world 


France, Germany, and NATO 


Mr. Kavanagh. Can I just backtrack a lit- 
tle? 


The President. Sur 

Mr. Kavanagh. You were talking earlier 
about the contributions countries like Britain 
and Italy have made, and others 

The President. Spain, Poland, a lot of 
De ople 
i 

Mr. You 


France and Germany in that. You seem very 


Kavanagh. didn’t mention 
critical of France 
The President. Look 


past is there. It’s past, and now let’s go on 


my attitude is the 


I'll tell you one example of why that attitude 
is important, and that is Germany's contribu- 
tion in Afghanistan. And it’s a positive con- 
tribution, more than positive; it’s incredibly 


helpful 


1 
there 


They've got a number of 
It's the first 
troops, as I understand, outside of their soil 
since World War IL. It’s a positive 
think that’s right. Check the facts. But any 
way, it's helpful really helpful 

Mr. Kavanagh. And NATO? 

The President. Yes, NATO is important 

Mr. Kavanagh. But France is a 
semidetached member of NATO 


troc ps 


deploy ment of German 


ves | 
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rol 
Mr. Kavanagh. They won't be a rival 
The President. | certainly hope not. See 

there’s no need to rival the United States and 


President. Well, it’s a_ historic 


our friends. Our goals are peace 
Mr. Kavanagh. But 
counter! 
The President. You mean multipolarity? 
Well, i think we need to work against multi 


France wants to 


polarity and the reason why I know we need 


to work against multipolarity is a Europe 


working with American can do a lot together 
\ united Europe working with America can 
do a lot together 


1 
We can fight off terror, which is necessary 


We can promote peace 
and there needs to be full cooperation m 
order to defeat the terrorists. We can worl 
on issues like global AIDS 

I'm real proud of our country’s contribu 
tion to global AIDS just to give you a sense 
We 


prospe rous 


of my feeling on this 
We're 


pecommneg 


are a tortunate 


country and by the way 


] 
we re more prospe rous which 1S 


FOC rd news 


Global AIDS Initiative 
Mr. Kavanagh. \d like to ask you about 
that 
The President. Okay. But | 


owe a lot to the world’s peace 


believe we 
: and we owe 
i lot to those who suffer, because of our for- 
tune, because of our wealth. I'm proud of 
the fact that Congress has support d my ini- 
And 


as importantly I'm proud of our NGOs and 
faith-based organizations that are willing to 


tiative to provide a large sum of money 


help provide the infrastructure so that we can 
get help to beat this pandemic We're a pros 
perous country, and yet in our world an en 
tire generation is about to be wiped out. And 
I feel strongly about America’s need to be 
involved and Europe's need to be involved 
in this issue together, just like I feel strongly 
we need to provide food for the hungry, just 
like I feel strongly that when we see tyranny 
that we need to work for freedom 

Every situation, of course, doesn’t require 
military action 


[ just repeat—l 
know, the 


want you! 
last 
See, I understand 
I understand the 


risks of war. I understand firsthand particu 


military is 
choice not my first choice 


readers to my 


the consequences ot wal 
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larly when I go and hug the moms and dads 
and brothers and sisters and sons and daugh- 
ters of those who died 

I also see the consequences of not acting 
ol hoping for the best in the face of these 
tvrannical killers. So therefore, our foreign 
policy will be active. We'll work closely with 


ind { 


| 
our friends and allies we re going to stay 


] 
on the offensive against the terrorists 


National Econom y/Steel Tariffs 


Mr. Kavanagh. Let me just ask 
quick question on the economy 

The President. Yes 

Mr. It’s 


You re revising figures upwards You intro 


you one 


Kavanagh. going great guns 


duced tax cuts. You promised tax cuts: you 


introduced them. Is this a message to the 
rest of the world too? 

The President. Well, | think people ought 
to look at progrowth policies and how to 
stimulate the « ntrepren¢ urial spirit. To me 
one ol the umque qualities of our country 
is the individualism of our country and the 
willingness of people to take risks to bette: 


themselves America ar 


Most new jobs in 
created by small businesses, and that’s an ex 
citing aspect of our economy, because it not 
only is good economi S to have the job hiring 
dispersed throughout society, it also is such 
a hopeful part of our economy, when you 
think about somebody in America can start 
their own business and grow it and then actu 
ally own something. They become the owner 
of this piece ol property 

Our tax policy was very effective at stimu 
lating small-business growth, because most 
small businesses pay tax at the individual in 
small busi 


come tax level. When vou hear 


ness oO! 


small corporation you think 


But 


co! 
porate tax in America most small busi 
nesses are sole propric torships or Subchapte1 


S’s, so that when we cut all rates 


not trying 
it really af 


' 1] 
fected capital formation in the small busi 


to select rate cuts but all rates 
ness 


This economy and this country 


more nh 
resilient. We've been 
through a lot. When I showed up here, we 
were In he aded 


show up 


portantly 1S tough ind 


recession. | guess we were 
into But the first—I 
Dick Cheney and I are here: we 


in in late January 


recession 
get sworn 


and the first quarter of 
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01 is recession or the beginnings of a reces 
And then the 
had corporat scandals. But I think th 


sion ittacks hurt us, and we 


1 
work 
, 


is beginning to see America will deal with 


corporate scandals in a tough way. It doesn’t 


matter whether vou re 
I belie Ve 
there has to be consequences [01 
) 1 cl 1] . } that how 
lor, and Cieal consequences nad thats ho 
And om 


g quickly 


we will hold Ie ople 
ers, that 
| bel 


Lhe 


in criminal matt 
| 
{ 


to account 
ret 
vou deter bad behavior SEC and 
oul prosecutors are 


4] . : 
| . a 
ne war aliected people, bi 


mov 
VE 


CcomImng that It's not only good t 


] 
but we've got to work on making 


i 
doesn't overspend ind that 


But I'm holding the line. We've 
good on our budget 
need better | gal policy 
at the 1 


1 1 , 
ill of which n 


Tress 


iwreements 


| t heen 
1 7 
tort reform national level 


ton suits 
ple to kind of caler 
t ;, 
tO employing 


} 


ol promotng the entreprene 


lai S$ 
} 1] 
Trad IS a verv important element. | 


| , , 1] 
aeaiung reali QUICKI\ | FOG 
i 


tf 


" 1 
sood look iw the Steel 1Sst 


Trade Commission made 
industn was being harmed by 
| had an obi 


which I did 


ration to 


ously 
| " 

vhether or not 
lol the indi S 


] 


ivzing the extent to which the 


Having said that. I am a fierce 
I he lic ve ih [ree if 
Important between Aj 
ull ind | vill 


} 
Le TIC 


conun 


ohonist neies fe 
, ' ' 
1 lree traders. Nhoweve 

ty 


’ ; , ‘ 
force the rules of free trade, and | 


1 ’ . 
so through the International Tr: 


SoTL S re port 
Sorry I cut vou off 
Mr. Kavanagh. Not at all 
The President. First Lady 
ing out there. We’r« 


Bush 
], 


getting read 

the National Humanities Award hei 
Mr. Kavanagh. Many thanks 
The President. See vou over ther 


NOTI The nterview began it 9:31 an 
mber 14 in the Oval Office at the White 
Che trans ript was m ide available by 


ol the Pre ss Secretarv on November 
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November 17 
the President referred to Prime 
Blair of the United Kingdom 

Maria Aznar of Spain; Prime Min 
rlusconi of Italy; Chairman Kim 
North Korea; Prime Minister 

umi of Japan; former President Sad 
lam Hussein of hi iq; L. Paul Bremer III, Presi 
lential Envoy to Iraq; and David Kay, CIA Special 

Advisor for Strategy Regarding [raqi Weapons of 

Mass Destruction Programs. A tape was not avail 


ble tor veril of the 


embargoed for release until 8 a.m 
In his remarks 
Minister Tony 
President Jos 
ister Silvio Be 
( hong il ol 
Junichiro Ko 


ition content of this inter 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
Members of the Governing Council 
of Iraq and Members of the Baghdad 
Advisory Council and an Exchange 
With Reporters 


November 17, 2003 


The President. It's been my honor to host 
most extraordinary meetings I’v« 
President of the United States 


with five 


One ol the 


had i the 


I'm seated here courageous, brave 


[raqgi women who believe in the people ol 
: ] 

[raq believe in the future of Iraq who love 

who look forward to working 


eir nation is a free and peace ful 


their freedoms 
see that tl 
ountry 
The 
rs is yf human tragedy on the one 


And I 


Two mem 


stories of these five courageous lead 


1uman hope on the other 
| that tl 


here 


1eyV re 
, | ] 

Governing Council are with us 

] 


u member to sav a couple ol 


} Bl ] 
words, and then I'll be glad to answer a cou 
! 
ple ol que stions 
} ] 
Would vou like 
lel 


lelegation 


1 


to start? The leader of the 
And by the wav, there is an exten 


of Iraqi women in the room next 
i 


S1VE Yroup 
door that I will go talk to here in a minute 


with thes« ilong with these other five lead 
ers here 

Raja Habib Khuzai. | lead the delegation 
of the 17 
resent [raq And all of us are different ethnic 


women, Iragi women, and we rep 


ind religious groups, but we are from Lrag 
And we 


nation 


are all Lraqis, and Iraq is just one 
And we are looking forward to se¢ 
the hew cle mocratic [raq and evervone will 
live in peace. We don't like wars anymore 


and we suffered a lot 
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] 
ilso from the 


Songul Chapouk. Yes. Vim 


Governing Council. [m also leading these 
And 
munity ri i pleasure for me 
I 


Americ 


tO see I jnave a new 


vomen lf am from the Turkoman con 
0 be Ith 
| work tor m\ peopl I'd like 
ind I'd 

And 


] 
ill ol 


Csovernment 
TTT 

] 
that my peop in 


i : : 
Arab 

Sunni Tr r] 

Lith lane 


peopl 
peop! 
Turkoman they re all 
And the 

ill Ir il 


Wi need 
ind Ve lon't 
trained policemen 
And we as 


this time, be 


tiine 
iSé it 
difficult condition tor us 
you, oul children 

ai 


ind all lraqgi peopl like 


Thank vou very muc h 
The President. | 
vom America 
Sa\ Wi 
And 


rists want to cd 


staying 


Iraq be fore these leaders 


tO pul 


I] 
Vill succeed 
, 
! a couple ol qui stions 


Associated Press 


Iraqi Transition/U.S. Cooperation 
Y. Sn iz like to pick up there 


ou S i ibout America isnt 
| 


] ryt 
ma whi s 


voman said about they want 


] ] { ] 
is to stay. Is it fair to think of this provisional 
I 
Cover t that 5 rte | tablished 
movernment that s going to be established as 
inv part of an exit strate v7? Or 


The President. No. Th 


forward The politic il process 1s moving on 


politics Vill vO 
I 


Phi hi ij] peopl 
rning themselves. We're in the 


ire plenty « ipable OF gov 
| 4 


process TOW 


ol working with the Gove rning Coun il to 


put in place the necessar\ laws so that peopl 
f ] ] ] ] 
feel comfortable about the evolution of the 


Government. The Governing Council itself 


Is going to be making these decisions, and 
it’s full of capable 
On the 


vork with the ly qi pe ople to secure 


pe opk 
| 


other hand, we will continue t 


its coun 
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t ( oa org Vl 


trv. We fully re¢ ognize that lr ud] has become 


front on the war on t 


diso1 intled 


a new rror and 


there are Ba‘athists as 
Fedaveen fighters and mujahideen t 
\l Qaida types that 


} 


the civilized world there 


want to test 


And Wwe 


people to 
i 


1 


with [raqis to bring IStice Wi 


talke d about th high price the 


1 1 
ire paying There's lot ot brave 


ind police who 


} +} 


wid 


geous [raqi soldiers 
ing down the se terror 
t price tor it 
And the reason | bring that 1} 
And Ve 
! 
dovelon « 
And a free raq is not 


f th ah 


O} eSE 


ists 


m opie want to hye 
I I 


] 
} 


to work witl m to 


! 
OnIV 
Worl 


IS Ih oul 


' | 


I mia 
set such a good « | We re 


in historic Oppo 


and ly i 


he world is 


world 


| 
Change 


pioneers 
dom who ire Ssitvnin ie! vith me today 
Holland, Re 


Last que stior ‘ Steve 


ters 


Al Qaida and Terrorist Attacks 
Q. \| Oaida 

hility for bon 

Baghdad. Ar 

\l Qaida? 
The President. \\ 

of Al Oaida 

vhere, anytime. T] 

Thev hav 1 regard tor 


im tne 


1 1] 1] 
The KI mnoce 
rat's just the 


hum ill 


] 1 
pDeopdk ) 


i i 
= 
Relig iS pe ) ( ) 


ciuzens 


not not miu 


cent neonl dor 
I i 
discriminate ly 
The bo } y il Istanbul Iw is f 
Muslim lis 
other religion ind the 
+ 


ing to create tear 


| had i 


1 chaos 
with Prim 
Erdogan who assure that 
derstood his ré sponsibilitic Ss 
+} ] 
f1OnS Within his count 


M rust 


one 1 Uli 


LOOK 
d me 
to prot cl peo 


ple from all reli ind 
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Now 


two, that he would chase these killers down 
and bring them to justice. There’s only one 
way to deal with Al Qaida: find then 
bring them to justice. And that’s exactly 
the United 
including a free Iraq, will do. We do this in 
the We 


1 
name of freedom do it in the 


and 
vhat 


1 } 
States and a lot of other nations 


} 


name of humanity do this in the 


and we name 
ol peace 
Thank you all very much 


} 
sident 


NoTE: The 
Oval Offic 


he 


, 
Erdogan 


Pre 


it the 


spoke it 
White Hous« 
Prime Minister 
of Turkey 


referred to 


Remarks Honoring NCAA Spring 
Championship Teams 

Nowe mber 17 900 

Thanks tor coming 


This is the 


] 
and we're just letting vou live 


Pleas he seated 
see, I forgot who said 
house 
You re right Welcome to the peopl S 
I'm glad to be 

I'm also really glad to honor som« 


; 
] 


Ma 


just living here for a 


country’s really fine iduals to th 


House. all of whom worked to mal 
team successful. It is 

pionship Davy, wher champions ce 

pl who put their talents to good uss 
ilents 1 


t oO con 


people who have got a lot of t 
I 
tinue to put to use to make sure ou 


DOSS 
t 


Wer 


iS as hope ful and compassionate as 

So welcome to the Whit 

ly thrilled vou’re here 
We 


wcters with us today 


House 


ve got some pretty interesting 

Laughter| Ever 
son has got to have i good lawver 
larly in Ame 
that’s Judge 


House 


parhcl 
} 
rica. And I got a good one 


Al Gonzales, who is the W 


I sal counse | who vraduate d 
Rice University. Judge, thank you 

We hav Members from the | 
States Congress with us today 
State Bell 
Culberson. Thank you all for coming 
and John 


for comimne 


] 


got nited 
From. the 
great of Texas, Chris ind John 
( hris 
I'm glad you're here. | suspect | 
the 
State of New Jersey is with us. Rush, thank 
Mark Kennedy is with us 
Mark, good to see you, sir, glad you’re back 


Cliff Stearns 


know why vou’re here. Rush Holt from 


vou for coming 


hi, Cliff, how are you? 
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We've got the university leaders with us 
Chancellor Nancy ¢ 


r 
SIT\ 


‘antor from the Univer 


of Illinois is with us. Chancellor 


we re 
honored you are here. Jim Barker, the presi- 
Malcolm Gillis 


Rice University 


dent of Clemson University 
from Houston, Texas Thank 
you all for coming, and thank you for bring 
ing the peopk from your universities her 
to the White House. We’re glad you're here 

First [ said 


this going to honor teams, but 


I want to honor an individual 
that we're 
we re going to first start off with an individual 
here on ¢ hampions Day. The man I’m about 
to introduce has been winning college foot 
ball games since Harry Truman was in the 


White House. |Laughter| His 
picked up 409 victories in the 


teams have 
i] 
course of his 
career, and that’s John Gagliardi. The reason 
why his teams play so well is because not 
only is he a good coach, he’s first and fore 


most a very decent person who honors val 


eer to 
ues, who believes in the potential of every 


individual, who leads through example 


Coach Gagliardi honored _ that 


Wi 
jin 
Gagliardi told m« 
t} 


ri 


we re 


you re here 


appreciate so very much 


Peggy and being with you. Coach 


Jim 


coordinato1 


| said I 


in his father’s footsteps 


t | 


itS such an I 


Ol Jim told me he’s 
He ‘I kind 
ind of like a guy who 
Laughter 

this fine 


oltensive said 


ionor to welcome 
human being with us today. Coach Gagliardi 
congratulations, and thank you very much for 
being here, sir 


’ ] 
Every te here did 
one t 


1 
am I 


But only 
eam was undefeated, and that was the 


:; . ee 
Mighty Illini tennis team. They were 32-0 


really wel 


I don’t know if it was the sched 
Laughter| You had a lot 


of really good players I know that. ['m so 


Coach Tiley 
uling that did it 


] | 
glad you're here 


| appreciate the fine tennis 
1 ] ‘ 

players being here. I want to congratulate 

to 


congratulate you on being national champs 


you on vour undefeated season. I want 


in men s tennis 
Phe 


If you've got any complaints, Lady Gators 


Lady Gators are with us from Florida 
about this day just go ahead and write the 
Laughter| This is the fourth team 
from your distinguished university to make 


Governor 


it to the White House. I appreciate Coach 


Phornqvist I'm honored that the Lady 
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Gators are with us today. And I want to con 
gratulate you as well for being the national 
champs representing your s« hool 

The Clemson golf team started the vear 
this will be 


and they ended the vea 


at number one vour (¢ le mson 
] 
mens golf team 
it number one. That’s called a wire-to-wire 
1 
start to finish. I appreciate very much Larry 
! 
| He’s been there 


Penlev: he’s been the coach 
He’s taken 


for only two decades a while to 


ret it right. No 


ight Laughter| | 
Coach 


want to con 
ind the 


I know the peopl down 


cratulate Penley mighty 


Clemson golf team 


there in South Carolina are really proud of 


you 

Last year I had the honor of hosting the 
and SO | 
of said, “You think vou'll be back 
They they thought 
they'd be back next year. I like people who 

Laugh 
Princeton 


Princeton women’s lacrosse team 

1 ] 
just Kind 
veah 


next year? said 


do what they savy they're going to do 
ter| I want to congratulate the 
s and Coach Sailea 


sport back-to-back 


women lor winning youl 
great athletes 
And 


proud that vou’re here. So I asked them once 


The se are 


and great scholars with us I'm real 


Are you going to be back next year? 
How No. They 


laughtei laught ? 


again 
The \ 


said 


said about your 


g | appre¢ late 
never mind. {Laughter 
The US¢ 


Mikaela Parmlid was the national champ last 


women's golf team is with us 


vear, the individual championship The thing 
I like about her, she interested in 
helping her team win. And thanks to Andrea 
Gaston, the a dif 
ficult field and are national champs from 
USC. I bet there 
plavers that’d like to be 
Laughte) 
| 


The mighty Virginia Cavalier lacrosse team 


Was more 


Lady 1 royans thev beat 


are some men’s football 


} 


here as well from 


your university 
: ; 
I didn’t know much about 


1S here This 1S 


lacrosse. I kind of saw it in the pe riphery 
Then I watched—I happene d to 
be working out upstairs and watched the 
finals. Whew, it’s a tough game, and banging 
each other over the heads with sticks, and 

laughter 


and the Cavaliers for winning this important 


for a while 


but I'm proud of Coach Starsia 


championship a 9-7 championship game. It 
Was a classic ol conditioning and toughness 
and desire. And I’m proud to say that you 


won it 
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We've also got the UCLA softball team 


here with us, ladies’ softball team. I can re 


member when I was the Governor of Texas 
And 
I can remember the Texas girls telling me 
Don't 


the national ¢« hamps 


I used to work out in the weight room 


thev said. worry, Governor, we'll be 
They about 
The UCLA Bruins are 


a great ladies’ softball team. It’s a tough field 


tor got 


Coach Enquist’s team 


and they had great pit hing—a very competi 


tive team. And I want to congratulate you 


all for being here. I asked if there are any 


: . ; 
that are going to be on the Olympic tean 
I 


I think three or four hands went up who will 
he representing the United St ites in Olympic 
softball. 1 pity the teams they play Laugh- 
te? 

Owls are her 


Finally, the mighty Rice 


with us. I grew up in Houston. I can remem 
. = ] 1] } 
he r gomg over to the ballpark ove! the re on 


the campus to watch the Rice teams of old 
play Coach Graham and the Owls not only 


they re Pp 


They I told 


great to be with 


represented a fine university well 
resented a great baseball State 
I said, “It’s 


people who gO to 


Coach Graham 


a fine school and at th 


same time beat a really tough, tough field 


in baseball And so I want to congratulate 


the mighty Owls for coming. I know a lot 


of folks in Houston are really proud of vour 


accomplishm« nts. So are a lot of peopie mm 
i | 


Texas 
| 


nonorea 


So this is ¢ hampionship we rt 


. 1 | 
to have the teams with us—( hampilonship 


I 
Day The thing the lesson I love about team 
sports and about Champions 1s that cham 


plons work hard They live a good ciean lif 
| 


in order to succeed. But they all serve 
And that’s 


7 ] 
an important example for our country. It’s 
important for 


SOTIIE 


thing greater than themself in life 


] . 
people to recognize that sen 


] ] 1-4 
Ing some thing greater than yoursell in hfe 


makes you a whole pe rson helps you inde I 
stand the significance of life 

My call to thes champs is to remembet1 
that now that you're a champion, a lot of peo 
ple particularly young kids are looking at 
you, wonde ring what it’s like to be a « hamp 
wondering what it’s like to serve the school 
or the State so well. It 


. nue , 
means you ve got a littl it hand 


| 

region or the very 
1 
extra task 
means you got to understand that you're an 


i 1 
example for somebody and you Can ac tually 
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affect somebody's life in a positive way by 
how vou handle the re sponsibilities ol be Ing 
a champion 

Again 
lor winning 


’ ‘. ] 
have done. ( ongratulations for what you’r¢ 


congratulations for working hard 


Congratulations for what you 


going to do with your life. May God | 
you all, may God bless vour universities 


] Pi 
may God continue to bless our great count 


NOTI Phe President spe ke 

East Room at the White House 

Malcolm Gillis 

Graham, head 

John G: 

John s University, his \ 

Jim, offensive coordinator, St 

Tiley 

[llinois it | I ina-( 

Bush of 


| 
vomen's tennis head 


he re le I l tO) 
\ iVTi¢ 
versity wliardi 

John’s [ 


mens ten 


football team; Craig 
University of 
Gov. Jeb 

Phornqvist 
sity of Florida; Larrv Penley, men’s 


coach. Cle 


oat h 


paign Florida 


mson Universitv: Chris Saile1 


wcrosst 


Dom 
University of Virginia; and 
softball head coach, Univer 
Angeles 


fornia otarsia, 1 


Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 


Vowe mbe r 17, 2003 


I just had the honor of meeting with the 
Medicare Conference Working Group. I first 
thanked them for their extraordinary leade1 
ship on deve loping a tine piece ol legislation 
for Medicare There 
it this table: there are 


this table 


stand we 


ure Republic in leaders 
Democrat leaders 

Che se are Ame TICanS who inde I 

an obligation to our seniors 


Mri dic ire 


have 
1 1 
to modernize and strengthe n the 
system 
The bill that will be offered to the Hous« 
and the Senate modernizes and strengthens 
Medicare. There’s 400 billion additional dol 
available fon this bill 


There’s prescription drug coverage in the bill 


lars our seniors mM 


for our seniors. This vote will demonstrate 
whether the Members of the House and the 
Senate will he Ip keep our commitment to 
America’s seniors. I look forward to working 


Not 
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with the Members around the table to secure 
passage ol this very important and historic 
piece of legislation. I urge members of both 
political parties to study the legislation, to re- 
member the promise we have made to Amer- 
ica’s seniors, and to vote ves for this legisla 
hon 


Thank you 


NOTI President 
Cabin oom at the 


! ] 
Vall il i¢ lor 


poke at 4:20 p-m. in the 


White Hous 


ition of the 


\ tape was 


not verili content of 


these remarks 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Council of Europe Convention 
on Cybercrime 

November 17, 2003 


To the Senate of the United States 
With a 


, 
consent of the 


view to receiving the advice and 


Senate to ratification, I trans 
mit herewith the Council of Europe ¢ onven 
the Cor 

Convention”). which was 
sisned by the United States on November 
23, 200] 

the Senate 


partment of 


‘ = 
tion on Cybercrime Cvbercrime 


vention” or the 


for the information of 
I transmit the report of the De- 
State with respect to the Con- 


In addition 


vention and the Convention’s official Explan 
itorv Report 

d I 

The United States, in its capacity as an ob- 


Servel 


it the Council of Europe, participated 


ictively in the elaboration of the Convention 


; : " 
which is the only multilateral treaty to ad 


dress the problems ol computer-related 
crime and electronic evidence gathering. An 
overview of the Convention's provisions 1S 
provided in the re port of the Department of 
State Che report ilso sets forth proposed 
reservations and declarations that would be 
deposited by the United States with its in 
With these reserva- 


‘ 1 
tions and declarations, the Convention would 


strument of ratification 


not require impleme nting legislation for the 
United States 
1 


rhe Convention promises to be an effec 


tive tool in the global effort to combat com 


puter related crime. It 


criminalize 


requires Parties to 
if they have not already done so 
certain conduct that is committed through 
against, or related to computer systems. Such 


substantive crimes include offenses against 
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the “confidentiality, integrity and availability 

ol compute data and systems, as well as 
using computer systems to engage in conduct 
that would be criminal if committed outside 


child 


and certain copyright related 


the cyber-realm, i.e., forgery, fraud 
pormogt iphy 
offenses. The Convention also re quires Par 
the ability 


ties to have 
related crime effectively and to obtain 


to investigate com 
puter 
electronic evidence in all types of criminal 
investigations and proceedings 

By providing for broad international co- 
operation in the form of extradition and mu- 
tual legal assistance, the Cybercrime Con 
vention would remove Or iinimize legal ob 
stacles to international cooperation that delay 
or endanger U.S. investigations and prosecu 
tions of compute r-related crime. As such, it 
would he Ip deny “safe havens” to criminals 
including terrorists, who can caus¢ damage 
to U.S. interests from abroad using Computer 
systems. At the same time, the Convention 
contains safeguards that protect civil liberties 
and other legitimate interests 

I recommend that the 


and 


Senate give early 
the 
Cybercrime Convention, and that it give its 


favorable consideration to 


advice and consent to ratification, subject to 


and 


the 
standing described in the accompanying r¢ 


port of the Department ot State 


reservations, declarations, under- 


George W. Bush 


The White House 


November 17, 2003 


Statement on the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court Decision on 
the State’s Ban of Same Sex 
Marriages 


November 18, 2003 


Marriage is a sacred institution between 
a man and a woman. Today's decision of the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court vio 
lates this important principle. I will work with 
congressional leaders and others to do what 
is legally necessary to defend the sanctity of 
marriage 
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Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on 
Comprehensive Energy Legislation 
November 18, 2003 


[ am pleased with the strong bipartisan 
support for a national energy policy that will 
use technology conservation renewables 
and increased production of energy at home 
For the past 2 vears the passage of a com 
prehensive national energy policy has been 
ind I 
commend the House for its vote today and 
urge the Senate to act expeditiously 


America will be 


a top priority for my administration 


as We ll 


more prosperous ind ore 


secure when we are less dep ndent on for 


Reliable 


able energy Is ¢ ritical to our economic secu 


elgn sources Of energy and ifford 
rity, our national security, and our homeland 


security 


NOTI The Office of the 


leased a Spanish language 


Press Secretary 
version of this 
ment 


Statement on Signing the Animal 
Drug User Fee Act of 2003 
November 18, 2003 


Today, I have signed into law S. 313, the 
Animal Drug User Fee Act of 2003.” The 
Act is designed to expedite the animal drug 
development process, while continuing to en 


sure the safety inimal 


ind effectiveness of 
drugs 

Section 4(a) of the Act purports to require 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
to submit legislative recommendations to the 
Congress and to establish procedures by 
which the Secretary must formulate such rec 
ommendations. The legislative power does 
not extend to r quiring the Executive submit 
legislative recommendations to the Congress 
nor to specifying procedures by which the 
Executive must formulate any legislative rec 
that the 


branch shall execute 


ommendations Executive makes 
The executive 
{(a) in a manner consistent with the Con 
stitution’s exclusive the 
President of the authority to submit for the 


consideration of the ¢ ongress such measures 


secnon 


commitments to 


as he judges necessary and expedient and the 
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authority to supervise the unitary executivi 


branch 
George W. Bush 


The White House 
November LS. 2003 


NOTI S 13 approved November 1S 
signed Public Law No. 10S8S—130 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the National Money 
Laundering Strategy 

November 18, 2003 


To the Congress of the United States 

Consistent with section 2(a) of the Money 
Laundering and Financial Crimes Strategy 
Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-310; 31 U.S.C 
334 1(a)(2 enclosed is the 2003 National 
Money Laundering Strategy, prepared by my 


Administration 
George W. Bush 


Che White House 
November LS, 2003 


Remarks at Whitehall Palace in 
London, United Kingdom 
November 19, 2003 


Thank vou verv much. Secretary Straw and 
Hoon, Admiral Cobbold and Di 
Chipman, distinguished guests: | 
thank vou for that 


you've given to me and to Laura. I also thank 


secretary 
want to 


vour verv kind welcome 


the groups hosting this event, the Royal 
United Institute and the Inter 
national Institute for Strategic Studies. Wer 
United Kingdom ind 
American 


services 


honored to be in the 
1 

we bring the good wishes of the 

people 

. ! 1 

last noted 


it was pointe d out to me that the 
olass 
Laughter| A 
few might have been happy to provide similar 
Laughte rj] thank Het 
Majesty the Queen for interceding. | Laugh 
ter| We're 


hous¢ 


American to visit London stayed in a 


box dangling over the T hames 
arrangements for me 


| 
honored to be staying at her 


Americans traveling to England always ob 


serve more similarities to our country than 
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differences. ’'ve been here only a short time 
but I've noticed that the tradition of free 
speech, exercised with enthusiasm—|laugh- 
We 


have that at home too. They now have that 


ter is alive and well here in London 


right in Baghdad as well 
rhe people of Great Britain also might see 
familiar We're 


sometimes faulted for a naive faith that lib- 


some traits in Americans 


erty can change the world. If that’s an error 


it began with reading too much John Locke 
and Adam Smith 


sion, been called moralists who often speak 


Americans have, on occa- 


in terms of right and wrong. That zeal has 
been inspired by examples on this island, by 
the tireless compassion ol Lord Shaftesbury, 
and 
the firm determination of the Royal Navy 
over the decades to fight and end the trade 


the righteous courage of Wilberforce 


in slaves 

It’s rightly said that Americans are a reli- 
gious people. That's in part because the 
News I'yndale 
preached by Wesley, lived out in the example 
of William Booth. At 
even said to have a puritan streak. And where 
might that have come from? | Laughter| Well 
we can start with the Puritans 


Good was translated by 


times, Americans are 


To this fine heritage, Americans have 
idded a few traits of our own, the good influ- 
ence of our immigrants, the spirit of the fron- 


tier. Yet 


American 


there remains a bit of England in 
So much of our national 


glad 


every 
character comes from you, and we're 
tor it 

The fe llowship of generations is the cause 
of common beliefs. We believe in open soci 
eties ordered by moral conviction. We be- 


lieve in private markets humanized by com- 
passionate government. We believe in econo- 
communities that 


mies that reward effort 


protect the we ak, and the duty of nations to 
respect the dignity and the rights of all. And 
whether one learns these ideals in County 
Durham or in west Texas, they instill mutual 
re spect and they Inspire common purpose 

More than an alliance of security and com- 
merce, the British and American peoples 
And today, this 


old and tested alliance is very strong 


ave an alliance of values 
The dee pest beliefs of our nations set the 
direction of our foreign policy. We value our 


own civil rights, so we stand for the human 
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We affirm the 


dignity of every person, sO we are moved to 


rights of others God-given 
action by poverty and oppression and famine 
The United States and Great 
a mission in the world bevond 


and disease 
Britain share 
the balance of power or the simple pursuit 
We seek the advance of freedom 
and the peace that freedom brings. Together 


ot interest 
our nations are standing and sacrificing for 


this high goal in a distant land at this very 


hour and America honors the idealism and 
the bravery of the sons and daughters of Brit- 
alin 

The last President to stay at Buckingham 
Palace was an idealist, without question. At 
a dinner hosted by King George V in 1918 
Woodrow Wilson made a pledge With typ 
ical American understatement laughte) 
he vowed that right and justice would be 
predominant and controlling force 


in the world 


come the 


President Wilson had come _ to Europe 
with his Fourteen Many 


complimented him on his vision, yet some 


Points for peace 
were dubious. Take, for example the Prime 
Minister of France. He complained that God 
himself had 
Laughter| Sounds familiar 


Commandments 
Laughter 
At Wilson’s high point of idealism, how 


only Ten 


ever, Europe was one short generation from 
Munich and Auschwitz and the Blitz. Look 
Ing back the The 
League of Nations, lacking both credibility 
and will collapsed at the first challenge ol 
the dictators 
niZe 


we see reasons why 


Free nations failed to recog 
1 
the 


And so dictators went about 


much less confront aggressive evil 
in plain sight 
their business, feeding resentments and anti- 
Semitism, bringing death to innocent people 
in this city and across the world, and filling 
the last century with violence and genocide 
Through World War and cold war, we 
learned that idealism, if it is to do any good 
in this world, requires common purpose and 
national strength, moral courage, and pa 
tience in difficult tasks. And now our genera- 
tion has need of these qualities 
On Sept mber the llth, 200] 
left their mark of murder on my country and 
took the lives of 67 British citizens. With the 


passing of months and years, it is the natural 


terrorists 


human desire to resume a quiet life and to 
put that day behind us, as if waking from 
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a dark dream. The hope that danger has 
passed is comforting, is understanding, and 
it is false. The attacks that followed on Bali 
Jakarta, Bombay, Mombasa 
Najaf. Baghdad, and 


Istanbul were not dreams. They're part of 


Casablanca 
Jerusalem, Riyadh 
a global campaign by terrorist networks to 
intimidate and demoralize all who oppose 
them 
and 
And they would. 
weapons they seek kill by 


These terrorists target the innocent 
they kill by the 
if they gain the 


thousands 


the millions and not be finished. The greatest 
threat of our age is nuclear, chemical, or bio 
logical weapons in the hands of terrorists and 
the dictators who aid them. The evil is in 
plain sight. The danger only increases with 
denial. Great responsibilities fall once again 
to the great democracies. We will face these 
threats with open eyes and we will defeat 
them 

The peace and security of free nations now 
rests on three pillars. First, international o1 
ganizations must be equal to the challenges 
facing our world, from lifting up failing states 
Like 11 Presidents 
I believe in the international insti 
tutions and alliances that America helped to 
form and helps to lead. The United States 
and Great Britain have labored hard to help 


to opposing prolile ration 


before me 


make the United Nations what it is supposed 
to be 


tive security 


an effective instrument of our collec 
In recent months, we've sought 
and gained three additional resolutions on 
Iraq, Resolutions 1441, 1483, and 1511, pre 
cisely because the global danger of terror de 
mands a global response The United Nations 
has no more compelling advocate than youl 
Prime Minister, who at every turn has cham- 
pioned its ideals and appealed to its author 
itv. He understands as well that the credi- 
bility of the U.N. depends on a willingness 
to keep its word and to act when action is 
required 

America and Great Britain have done and 
will do all in their power to prevent the 
United Natiens from solemnly choosing its 
own irrelevance and inviting the fate of the 
League of Nations. It’s not enough to meet 
the dangers of the world with resolutions. We 
must meet those dangers with resolve 
as in the last, nations can 
accomplish more together than apart. For 54 


In this century 
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years, America has stood with our partners 
in NATO, the most effective multilateral in 
stitution in history. We’re committed to this 
Alliance, and we believe it 
will and the capacity to act 

threats eme rge. My 
growing unity of Eu- 
world needs America and the 


European Union to work in common pur 


great democratic 
must have th 
bevond Europe where 
Nation welcomes the 


and the 


rope 
pose for the advance of security and justice 
America is cooperating with four other na 
tions to meet the dangers posed by North 
Korea. America believes the IAEA must be 
true to its purpose and hold Iran to its obliga- 
tions 

Our first choice and our constant practice 
is to work with other responsibl rovermn 


ments. We understand as well that tl 


we SUC 
| ! 
cess ol multilateralism Is not measured DV 
adherence to forms alone, the tidiness of the 
process but by the results we achieve to ke ep 
our nations secure 
The second pillar ol pt ace and security in 
our world is the willingness of free nations 


when the last resort arrives 


to restrain Ag - 
The re are prim 


— 
cipled objections to the use of force in every 


gression and evil by force 


generation, and I credit the good motives be 


hind these views. Those in authority, how- 
ever, are not judged only by good motiva 
tions. The people have given us the duty to 


defend them 


quires the violent restraint of violent men 


and that duty sometimes re 


In some cases, the measured use of force is 
all that protects us from a chaotic world ruled 
by force 

Most in the peace ful West have no living 
memory of that kind of world. Yet in some 
countries, the memories are recent. The vic 
tims of ethnic cleansing in the Balkans, those 
and the death 
squads, have few qualms when NATO ap 
The 


women of Afghanistan imprisoned in their 


who survived the rapists 


plied force to help end those crimes 


homes and beaten in the streets and executed 
in public spectacles, did not reproach us for 
routing the Taliban. The inhabitants of [raq S 
3a’athist hell, with its lavish palaces and its 
torture chambers, with its massive statues 
and its mass graves, do not miss their fugitive 
dictator. They rejoiced at his fall 


° White House correction 
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In all these cases, military action was pre- 
ceded by diplomatic initiatives and negotia- 
tions and ultimatums and final chances until 
the final moment. In Iraq, year after year 
the dictator was given the chance to account 
for his weapons programs and end the night- 
mare for his people Now the resolutions he 
defied have been enforced 

And who will say that Iraq was better off 
when Saddam Hussein was strutting and kill 
ing or that the world was safer when he held 
power? Who doubts that Afghanistan is a 
more just society and less dangerous without 
Mullah Omar playing host to terrorists from 
around the world? And Europe too is plainly 
better off with Milosevic answering for his 
crimes instead of committing more 

It’s been said that those who live near a 
police station find it hard to believe in the 
triumph of violence. In the same way, free 
peopl s might be tempted to take for granted 
the orderly societies we have come to know 
Europe’s peaceful unity is one of the great 
And 


because European countries now resolve dif: 


achievements of the last half-century. 
ferences through negotiation and consensus, 
there’s sometimes an assumption that the en- 
But 


let us never forget how Europe's unity was 


tire world functions in the same way 


achieved: by Allied armies of liberation and 
NATO armies of defense 


forget, beyond Europe's borders, in a world 


And let us never 


whe re oppression and violence are very real 
liberation is still a moral goal, and freedom 
ind security still need defenders 


The third pillar of security is our commit- 
ment to the 


and the hope and progress it brings as the 


global expansion of democracy 


alternative to instability and hatred and te? 
ror. We cannot rely exclusively on military 
power to assure our long-term security. Last- 
ing peace is gained as justice and democracy 
advance 

In democratic and successful societies 
men and women do not swear allegiance to 
malcontents and murderers; they turn their 
hearts and labor to building better lives. And 
democratic governments do not shelter ter- 
rorist Camps O1 attack their peaceful neigh- 


bors; they honor the aspirations and dignity 
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Cal 1 ' 
ol their own pe opl In our contlict with ter 


ror and tvranny, we have an unmatched ad 


intage, a powe! that cannot be resisted, and 


that is the iIppe il of freedom to all mankind 


l 1 
As global powers, both our nations serve 
the cause ol treedom in many ways, In many 


places By prot woting development ind fight 
i A 
d AIDS 


oul 


1 
aseases 


ind oth ! 


; ” 
moral is well as 


encourag stability and building a firmer 


basis for democratic institutions. By working 


Sudan 


' " 
for justice in Burma, in the 


Zimbabwe 


} 
ind 1 i the 


, , 
rIVE hope to sultering people 
- i 


I 
\ ind 


] 


( h inces tor st ibili 


progress ry exte nding the reach of trad 


I and the habits of liberty 


ve tostel rity 


prospe 


sete: 
And by id 
Middl I ist Ve he Ip end i cye I 


] 
ana ul 


] 


people 


tree dom in the 
ol dic 


brings n 


incing 
tator 
"1 ‘ 
nhions oO 


] 
shiy icalism that 
A 


ind brings dangt r to our 


that could not be 
Middle East rem 
1] 


not flourish it Will 


l 


region 


1 
uns a place 


L 


" do Ss 


} 
main ipl ice Of Stagnation and ang ind 


lence tor export And as Wwe Saw 


ot two towers no dist ince on th 
' | 
protect our lives ind way ot lite 


eT Middk 


tion that has reached much of the world 


| ist 1OINS the le moc 


that region wil 


conflict 


lives ol milhons In 

bettered 
} 

he ended it its source 


Phe I! 


ibout 


ind a trend of ind fea 


1 11 
iovement of history will 
(puri¢ ky 


| 


not corse 


] 
OWT Cie 


Because o! 

the 

turbulent—we must 

And the Middle East 
ye 


oul mo 


cratic de elopment fact that it was 


1 
cradual and, at times 


he pate nt with others 


countries have some distance to trave 


' 


Arab scholars spe ak of a freedom ck 
that has separated whole nations from the 
progress of our time The essentials of social 


} 
and material progress limited government 


equal jusuce under law, re ligious ind eco 


] 
nomic liberty political participation, free 
press and respect for the rights of women 


Yet that 


retorm 


] 
have been scarce across the re 71ION 


has begun to change. In an arc of 
trom Morocco to Jordan to Qatar, we are se 

ing elections and new protections lor women 
and the stirrings of politic al pluralism Many 
governments are realizing that theocracy and 


dictatorship do not lead to national greatness 
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, , 
they end in national ruin. They are finding 
| 


1 ] j 
is others will find, that national progress and 


dignity are achieved when governments ai 
] 

just and peopl are tre¢ 

tre 


The demox ratic progress we ve seen In 


Middle East Was not imposed from ibroad 
] ] 
i the tY¢ 


] 1 
and neither wil iter progress we hope 
I 


Free di nn 
’ 


, ; 
ind defended by 


to see by definition, must bx ho 


sen those who ch it 
Our part is free nations, is to ally ourseh 


with reform. wherever it occurs 
Perhaps the ost he Ipful change we 


make is to han in our own thinking. In 
the West 

ibout the c 
dle Eastern pe opl S 


We're told that 


sistent with a democratic culture. Yet 


‘ 
there’s been a certain ske pticism 


pac vr even the ce S1Te 


for self government 


, ; 
Islam is somehoy con 
More 

| 1] 1] 
than halt of th orld’s Muslims 

] 

citizens in Gemocrati 

+ 4 ] ] 
It is suggested that the pool 
ba Soy 


] ] ] 
struggles care little tor sell-government 


contributins 


the poo! especially need the powel i ad 
to cle nd the 
rupt elites 


mocracy mselves ivalnst 


Peoplk Ss oO] 

] 
civilization 
bility 


oul 


and 
own. lt re ilism to supnm 


l ] 


fifth of h 


It is pe 
A 


Orne S unsuited to ibe 


SSTNUIST in onde scension ine 
should have none ot it 

We must shake off decadk 
in the Middle East. You 


in the past have been willing to make 


the 


led 


ied 


| 


mid 


] 
§ ot tal DOHC) 


nation 
] 
vain, to tolerate 
stability 
overlook the faults of local elites. Yet thi 


oppression tor 


Longst inding ties often lex 


gain did not bring stability or make 


It merely bought time while probl ms fes 


tered and ideologi« s of violence took hol 


} 
story has shown innot 


; | 
As recent hi we 


turn a blind eve to oppression just because 
the oppression is not in our own backvar« 

’ , 
No longer should we think tyranny is benign 
} 


pecause It 1s te mpo! irily convenient. Tyranny 


is never be mgn to 
should 


ever it is found 


its victims, and our great 


democracies oppose tyranny whe 

Now we're pursuing a different course, a 
forward strat Middl 
East. We will consistently challenge the en 


allic s ol 


gy ol freedom in the 


emies of reform and confront the 
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terror. We will expect a higher standard fron 
1] 


{ ] ] 
our friends in the reg ind we will meet 


1On 


our responsibilities in Afghanistan and _ in 
Ir 1q by finishing the work of democracy we 
have begun 
The re 
. " ] 
your country and mine 


timing of militan 


were good-faith disagreements in 
ind 
Whateve r 


$ 


Oovel the COUTSE 


action in Iraq 
i 


, 
has come before. we now have only Wo op 


to kee p oul word or to break our word 


ly id] 


1 


tions 
The 


] 
throw its people back into misery 


2 
would 
} 
wna 


failure of democracy in 


turn 


that countrv over to terrorists who wish 


destroy us. Yet democracy will succeed in 


ly 1 because our will is firm, our word is 
good, and the Iraqi peopl will not surrender 
thei freedom 

Since the liberation of [rag we have 
changes that could hardly have been im 
ined a veal igo. Anew lraqi police force pro 
tects the peopl instead of bullying 
More than 150 h qi Newspapers ar 
circulation, printing what they choos¢ 
| 


1 
OCHOOIS al opt 


Hos} t il 


what they're ordered 


| f 
extbooks free of propaganda 


functioning and are well supplied fF 


1 1 
the first Dattallon oj 


a new urrency 


, 
representative loc ul PTovernime 


i 


Urn 


i (soverning Coun il with an 


iPeTessI 
table for national sovereignty 
stantial 
ceeded faster than similar efforts in Ge 
and Japan iuftter World War I] 

Yet the 


tod iV iS ser1ous 


} 


ind much ol { 


progr SS 


, 
Violence Wwe are 
ind it comes trom 
, { 
holdouts and jihadists from otnel 
ind terrorists drawn to the prospect 
] ‘ 
cent bloodshed. It is the nature 
1 { 

in the cruelty of a few. to trv t 
in the loss to many 


The Armed 


h ive taken losse s. ke It ce eph by oul 


Forces of both ou 
Some families now live with a burden o 
’ 

sorrow. We cannot take the 

{ ] ] 

familues Can know they 
We prav for their str neth We prav k 

t ~ 
I 

comfort. and we will never torget the 


Pp ill 


these 


of the ones they loved 
The 


to their cruelty 


a stl 


Chey view the rise of demo 


terrorists have a purpost 
A 


racy in Iraq as a powerful threat to their am 
bitions. In this, they are correct. They believe 


oan ‘ ] 
their acts of terror against our coalition 
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igainst international aid workers, and against 
innocent lraqis will make us recoil and re 
treat. In this, they are mistaken 

We did not charge hundreds of miles into 
the heart of [raq and pay a bitter cost of cas 


ualties and liberate 25 million people only 


to retreat before a band of thugs and assas 
sins. We will help the lraqi people establish 
in the 


And by doing so 


a peace ful and democratic country 
Middle East 


Wwe will cle I nd our pe ople from danger 


heart of the 


The forward strategy of freedom must also 
Arab-Israeli conflict. It’s a dif 


a part of the world that has 


ipply to the 
ficult period in 
known many. Yet, our commitment remains 
We seek 
a viable ind pe ndent state for the Palestinian 
peopl 
for too long. We seek security and recogni 
state 
ia shadow ol random ce ath tor too long 


These 


by reac hing them we will also remove 


firm. We seek justice and dignity 


who have been betraved by others 


tion for the of Israel, which has lived 


ire worthy goals in themselves, and 
mn oC 
casion and excuse for hatred and violence in 
the broader Middle East 
Achie\ Ing peace In the Holy 


just a matter of the shape ol 


Land is not 
a border. As 
ve work on the details of peace, We 
f the matter, 


e Palestinian 


; 
must 


] } 
which is the 


he art 
vial 


( 
] 
j 


l democracy 


a t 


) 


be achieved by Palestinian rul 


not 
ers who intimidate opposition who tolerate 
and prolit trom corruption and maintain 
their ties to terrorist groups These are the 
methods of the old elites, who time and again 
had put their own self-interest above the in 
terest of the p opl they claim to serve. The 
long-suffering Palestinian people deserve 
better. They deserve true leaders capable ol 
creating and governing a Palestinian stat 
Even after the setbacks and frustrations of 
recent months, good will and hard effort can 
bring about a Palestinian state and a secure 
Israel. Those who would lead a new Palestine 
should adopt pe aceful means to achieve the 
rights of their people and create the re 
formed institutions of a stable democracy. 
Israel should freeze settlement construc 
tion, dismantle unauthorized outposts, end 
the daily humiliation of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, and not prejudice final negotiations with 


the placements of walls and fences 





1650 Not 


Arab states should end incitement in their 
own media, cut off public and private fund 
ing tor terrorism and stablish normal reia- 
tions with Israel 


should 


Leaders in Europe withdraw all 
favor and support trom any Palestinian ruler 
who fails his people and betrays their cause 
And Europe’s leaders and all leaders should 
strongly oppose anti-Semitism, which poi 
sons public debates over the future of the 
Middle East 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have great ob 
jectives before us that make our Atlantic alli- 
ance as vital as it has ever been: We will en- 
courage the strength and effectiveness of 
international institutions; we will use force 
when necessary in the defense of freedom 
and we will rais up an ideal of democracy 
in every part of the world. On these three 
will build the 


of all free nations in a time of danger 


pillars we peace and security 

So much good has come from our alliance 
of conviction and might. So much now de 
pends on the strength of this alliance as we 
go forward. America has always found strong 
partners in London leaders of good judg 
ment and blunt counsel and backbone when 
And I have found all those 
qualities in your current Prime Minister, who 


has my respec tand my deepest thanks 


times are tough 


The ties between our nations, however, are 
deeper than the relationship between lead 
These they are 
formed by the experience and responsibilities 
And in the 


memory of our peoples, there will always be 


ers ties endure because 


and adversity we have shared 
one experience, one central event when the 
seal was fixed on the friendship between 
Britain and the United States. The arrival in 
Great Britain of 

ican soldiers and airmen in the 1940s was 
a turning point in the Second World War 
For many 


more than 1.5 million Amer 


Britons, it was a first close look 
at Americans, other than in the movies. Some 
of you here today may still remember the 
friendly invasion.” 

“Our lads,” 


to. There was even a saving about what many 


they took some getting used 
of them were up to—in addition to being 
|[Laughter| At a 
reunion in north London some years ago, an 
American pilot who had settled in England 
after his military service said, “Well, I’m still 


‘overpaid and over here 
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over here and probably overpaid So two out 
of three isn’t bad Laughter 

In that time of wan 
did get used to the 


comed soldi rs 


the English people 
They 
1] 


7 | 
ind fliers into their villages 


Americans wel- 


and homes and took to calling them “our 


About 70.000 of those boys did thei 
part to affirm our special relationship They 


1 * 
DOVS 


returned home with English brides 
Americans gained a certain image of Brit- 
We Saw 


every side a le ide1 who did not waver 


ain as well an island threatened on 
ind 


And that 
has not changed. The British peopl ire the 


a country of the firmest character 
sort of partners you want when serious work 
needs doing. The men and women of this 
kind and steadfast 

And fortunate 
to call this country our closest friend in the 
vorld 

Mav God bless vou all 


Kingdom ar ind gen 


erous and brave America is 


..O4 « 
it 24 | 


In his remark 


Note: The Presi 
Roval Banqueting Hous« 
ferred to Secretary of State 
monwealth Affairs Jack i 
for Defense Geoffrey Hoon, Queen Elizabeth I] 
Minister Blair of the United 
Kingdom; Rear Adm. Richard Cobbold, director 
Royal United Ser Delence 
Security Studies; John ¢ hipman director 
Studies; American 
vho spent $4 days in isola 
the River Thames 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Mullah Oman 
head of the deposed Taliban regime in Afghani 


lor Foreign 
Straw, Secretary 


ind Prime Tony 


ices Institute for and 
Inter 
national Institute for Strategic 
magician David Blain 


, j 
tion suspended above former 


stan; and former President Slobodan Milosevic of 
the Federal Republic ol Yugoslavia Serbia and 
Montenegro). The Office of the Press Secretary 
ilso released a Spanish language transcript ol 


the se re marks 


Proclamation 7737—National Farm- 
City Week, 2003 
November 19. 2003 


By the President of the United Stat 
of America 


A Proclamation 


During National Farm-City Week, Ameri 
1 work of the 


nara ind 
| ] 
women who earn a living from the land 


cans honor the men 


ind 
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we recognize the Importance of their 
nerships with urban communities 
Our farmers and ranchers face manv chal 
lenges, including weather crop disease, and 
og Yet with hard vor} i d 
a love of the land, they have help. d America 


} 


build the most productive iwricultura econ 


uncertain pric ins 


omy in the world. This industry generates 16 
Prod 


ict and « mploys 17 percent of our workforce 


percent of America’s Gross Domestic 
i 


ind ranche rs build ul d SUS 
with the he Ip ot othe 


Our tarmers 
tain this industry 
While farmers and ranchers manag 
half of our Nation’s land, they 


etailers. food servic 


neea 


, 
viders 


1d many others to move their 


ucts from the farm to the home Ss ol 

cans and pe ople around the world. A 

cooperative networks provide us with 

clothing, and energy, they he Ip to creat 

prosperous future for America and the wor 
As we celebrate National Farm-Citv Wi 

ibout the \ 
ind | 


[ urge citizens to learn mor 


ican farm-city partne rship 
| 


strengthens our countn 
Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of 
irtue of the vuthority Ve 


Constitution and laws 


proc | ull 


Farm-Cit 


tO jom In rec 
] 


preneurship., and ingenui ol 
y 
produce and promote Americas agri 


I i ~ 
goods 
In Witness Whereof, I have he: 
hand this ninetec nth day of 
of our Lord two thou 
Inde pe ndence of 
1 
al 


in the vea 
Se 
ind of the 


States ol 


ty-eighth 


4 1 1 
America the two hunare 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Offic 


8:45 a.m., Noven 


NoTI This proclamation was 
Fede ral Re oste? on Nove mbx I 


Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by 
Queen Elizabeth II in London 


Nowe mb r 19, 2003 


and 


Your Majesty 


distinguished guests: Laura and I are deeply 


Your Royal Highness 


honored to accept Your Majesty’s gracious 
hospitality and to be welcomed into you 


home. Through the last century and into our 
own, Americans have appreciated the friend- 
ship of your people. And we are grateful for 
your personal commitment across five dec- 
ades to the health and vitality of the alliance 
between our nations 

things didn’t start out too well 


Laughter| Yet, even at America’s founding 


Of course 


our nations shared a basic belief in human 
liberty. That conviction more than anything 
And in time 

our shared commitment to freedom became 
the basis of a great Atlantic alliance that de- 
feated tyranny in Europe and saved the lib- 


world 


else led to our reconciliation 


erty of the 

The story of liberty, the story of the Magna 
Carta and the Declaration of Independence 
continues in our time. The power of freedom 
has touched Asia and Latin America and Afri- 
Ca ind bevond And now our two countries 
ire carrving out a mission of freedom and 


lemocracv in Afghanistan and [raq Once 


gain, America and Britain are joined in the 
defense of our common values. Once again 
servicemembers are 


American and British 


sacrificing in a necessary and noble cause 
Once again, we 
ol the world 


The bonds 


ire acting to secure the peace 


between our countries were 
hard We passed 
idversity together. We have 


risen through great challenges together. The 


formed In) experience 


through great 


mutual respect and fellowship between our 
countries is deep and strong and permanent 
Let us 


deals, to our enduring friendships to the 


raise our glasses to our common 
preservation of our liberties, and to Her Maj- 
esty, the Queen of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland 


NoTE: The President spoke at 8:49 p.m. in the 


Ballroom at Buckingharn Palace. The trans¢ ript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
i] 


ncluded the remarks of Queen Elizabeth II. A 


tape was not ay iilable for verification of the con 


tent of these remarks 
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The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom in London 
November 20, 2003 


Prime Minister Blair. Good afternoon 


evervone. First of all, can I extend the warm 
est possible welcome to the President of the 
United States and to the First Lady to Down 
ing Street ind say how delighted I am to see 
them both here 

And as you would expect I think, I would 
like to say some words about the latest te1 
rorist outrage that has occurred today in Tur- 
key. First of all, I would wish to express my 
deep st sympathy and condolences to the 
Some will be British 
many will be Turkish citizens 


families of the victims 
I would like 
to express Mm) condolences also to the Gov 
ernment and to the people of Turkey 

the evil 
these terrorists pose to mnocent pe ople e\ 
Once again 
of this ter 
no holding back, no 


Once again we're reminded of 


ervwhere and to our way of life 
we must affirm that in the face 
rorism there must be 
compromise, no hesitation in confronting this 
menace, In attac king it wherever and when 
ever we can, and in defeating it utterly 

It should not lessen, incidentally, in any 
way at all our commitment to Iraq. On the 
contrary, it shows how important it is to Carry 
on until terrorism is defeated there as well 


because it is in a free, democratic, and stabl 
lraq that not just the violence but the wretch 
ed and backward philosophy of these terror 
ists will be defeated and destroyed 

Yesterday, as some of you will have heard 
the President of the United States delivered 
1 powerful, telling speech extolling the vir 
tues of freedom, justice, democracy, and the 
rule of law, not just for some people but for 
all the people s of our world. Today the fanat 
ics of terror showed themselves to be callous 
brutal murderers of the innocent, and the 
contrast could not be more stark 

There may be some who think that Britain 
would gain from standing back from. this 
struggle, even some who believe that we and 
the United States and our allies have 
how brought this upon ourselves. Let us be 
very clear: America did not attack Al Qaida 
on September the Lith; Al Qaida attacked 


America and, in doing so, attacked not just 


SOTTM 


Now 
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America but the wav of life of all people who 
believe in tolerance and freedom, justice and 
peace 
Sav we issue for you, in the light of this 
latest outrage, a short summary on the cas 
ualties and cost of terrorism. It’s quite inte 
esting to see just how many countries have 
been affected, what the cost of terrorism is 
how many thousands of people have died 


over this past pe riod of time—many of the 


1] 
incidentally 


victims Muslim people, not 
least the civilians murdered in Iraq 

So this is a time to show strength, deter 
This 
rorism is the It is a war 
that strikes urt of all that we hold 


dear, and there is only one re sponse that is 


mination, and complete resolve 
21st century threat 


it the he 


possible or rational: to meet their will to in 
flict terror with a greater will to defeat it 
to confront thei philosophy of hate with our 
| 


own of tolerance and freedom: and to chal 


to frighten us, divide us 
unshakabl 


by side with the 


lenge their desire 
, 
unnerve us, with an unity of pu 


United 


America and with our other allies 


to stand side 
States ol 


in the world to rid our world of this evil once 


pose 


and for all 
In the course of the 
dent mvselt 


today, we I 


discussions that Presi 
had and 


COUTSE many 


Bush and vesterda\ 


ilso Ol discussed 


other issues, and let me just run through a 


few of those with you. There will be two com 
muniques put out alte rwards one on lh iq 
other 


I can just simply list them for you 


] 


one on the issues we discussed, and 


Obviously, we discussed the situation in re 
lation to the WTO and world trade 

] 
steel 


ind the 
issues to do witl with which we're fa 
miliar. We agreed a spec ial joint task fore 
on the issue of HIV/AIDS in relation to glob 
al health, a preoccupation of both our Gov 
ernments. We, of course, discussed the issues 
ind 
the threat that it poses the Middle East and 
the Middle East peace 


to do with we apons of mass destruction 


And SCE 
} 
G-S8 chairmanships 


vVear©rs. We 


proce SS 


we have the 


SUCCESSIVE 


] 
ty 


in the next couple ol! also discussed 


| 
how we might use those to make progress 


on all these issues, including some of the 
challenging and difficult issues to do with cli 
mate change world trade and poverty 


again, M1 


very 


So, once President, welcom« 


here. It’s a verv great pleasure and 
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honor to have vou here in our country. and 
we re delighted to see Thank you for 


¥ ] 
that magnificent speech yesterday d it’s 


you 


my pleasure to ask you to address this simple 
gathering 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Prim 
Minister. It’s mv honor to be standing by the 
side of And Laura and I were so 
invited by Her Majesty the 
Queen to come to the United Kingdo1 1 fol 


this state visit. It’s been a fantastic experience 


a friend 


honored to be 


tor us 
I also want to « xpress my de p syn 
lurkey. The nat 


: : 
the terrorist enemy is evident once ag 


for the loss of life in 


1 
their utter contem) 
| 
Chey 
Today 


their ambitions of murder 


see their conte mpt 


4 ] ] 
tor innocent lite hate freedom 


hate free nations once 


again, We 

Phe cruelty is part 
of their strategy. The terrorists hope to in 
timidate. They hope to demoralize. They 


] 


] 1 
anda Gemoratil? 


ticularly want to intimidate 


free nations. They're not 


America 


united today in our grief and unit 


going to su 
Great Britain ind other fre 
vlOnS are 
in our determination to fight and defeat 
evil wherever it is found. Britain and Ai 


] ] ] {{ 1 ] 
wave shared the Sulftering Caused D 

1 
rorism before On September the Lith 
America lost more 


no country exce pi 


] > ] 1] 
than Britain. Since that day, no ally 


complished more or sacrificed mor 


common st le to end terror, and 


rugg 
srateful 

Our shared work of democracy in Afghani 
stan and [rag is essential to the defeat of 
global terrorism. The spread of freed 
the hope it brings is the surest way 
long term to combat despair and ang 
that 


of freedom and hope in ie greate! 


resentment feeds terror. Th 
East will better the lives of millions of 
region and increase the security of ow 
people 

1 meeting with fami 
killed 


in Iraq. These brave men died for the secu 


I've just come from 


lies of British servicemen who wer 
rity of this country and in the cause of human 
freedom. Our nations honor their sacrifice 
| pray for the comfort of the families 

Our mission in Iraq is noble and it is ne« 
essary. No act of thugs or killers will chang 


our resolve or alter their fate. A free 


[raq 
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will be free of them. We will finish the job 
Wwe have begun 

Together, Great Britain and the United 
States met the defining « hallenges of the last 
century. Together, we're meeting new chal- 
lenges, challenges that have come to our gen- 
eration. In all that lies ahead in the defens« 
of freedom and the advance of democracy 
our two nations will continue to stand to 
Te ther 

I'm honored to be here, Mr. Prime Min 
ister. I thank you for your leadership and 
your [ri ndship 

Prime Minister Blair. We'll take thre« 
questions journalists, thre 


from British 


questions trom U.S. journalists. Andy, you 


start us ofl 


Timetable for Iraq 

Q. Andy Marr from the BBC. Could I ask 
both leaders about the agenda on [raq? You 
ire both engaged in an unpredictable and 
dangerous war, as we've seen today. And vet 
ou say you want to bring the troops home 
starting from next year. Now, how is that pos 
sible when the situation is still so 
unresolved? You haven’t got Saddam Hus 


sein 


security 


Aren't vou stuck in [raq, with your en 
emies holding the exit door? 


President Bush. | said that we're 


going 


to bring our troops home starting next year? 


What I’ve said is that we'll match the security 


] 
needs with the number of troops necessary 
[raq 


commanders on the 


to secure And we re re lying upon our 
ground to make thos« 
decisions 

Q. So you'll 
troops in Iraq for a longer time? 


Bush. We could 


we could have the same 


keep a certain number of 


President have less 


troops in Lraq num- 
ber ol troops hh lraq we could have more 
troops in Iraq what is ever necessary to s¢ 
cure Iraq 

Prime Minister Blair. Let me make it ab 
solutely clear for ow position as well. We 
And what this 


shows us is that this 


stay until the job gets done 
latest terrorist outrage 

is a war; its main battleground is Iraq. We 

have got to make sure we defeat these terror- 
' 


ists, the former Saddam people in Iraq, and 


we must do that because that is an essential 
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part ol defeating this fanaticism and extre 
mism that is killing innocent people all over 
oul world today 

that 
when some thing like this happe ns today, ou 


And I can assure vou of one thing 
response is not to flinch or give way or con- 
cede one inch. We stand absolutely firm until 
this job is done done in lraq done else 
where in the world 

President Bush. 
followup to 


lowup 


Andy, if I 
it’s kind of a new thing, a fol 


Thay have a 
to the answer. One thing that’s hap 
pening that you need to know that will help 
us make the necessary calculations lor troop 
levels is that there’s a lot of [raqis beginning 
to be trained to deal with the on the 


ground. There’s [ragis being trained for an 


ISSUE 
army. There’s Iraqis being trained for an in 
te lligence There’s 


trained for additional police work. There are 


service lraqis being 
[raqis being trained for asset protection 
There are Iraqis being trained for borde1 
guards. There’s over 130,000 [raqis now who 
have been trained, who are working for their 
own security. So part ol! the answer to your 
question is how fast the new brigades ol [raqi 
irmyv are stood up how effective thev are 

We believe that the Lraqi citizens want to 
be free. We know that they're willing to work 
for their own freedom. And the more people 
working for their own freedom, the more we 
can put that into our calculations as to troop 
levels 

Thank vou for letting me butt in there 
again 


Tom 


Terrorist Attacks/Transition Plan for 
Iraq 

Q. Tom Raum from the Associated Press 
For both of you, Mr. President, Mr 
Minister, do the attacks today, do you view 
them as a direct attack on the alliance? And 
does the fact that these attacks are 
sort of with an increasing intensity and ran- 
does that make it less likely that 
youll be able to turn over sovereignty to an 
[raqi council by June? 

President Bush. Well, first of all, in Iraq 
we're working on two tracks. We’re working 
on a political track, and we believe that the 
timetable that the Governing Council has set 
for itself is an accurate timetable. And we'll 


Prime 


coming 


domness 
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work with the Governing Council to turn 
over sovereignty 

It’s their with 
their decision, based upon the conditions on 


decision and we agreed 


And some of those conditions 
the fact that there 


violence that was predicted Ir iq re mained 


the ground 
were wasn't the sectarian 
intact. There wasn’t the mass of refugee flows 
that had been pre dicted. There wasn’t starva 
tion that had been pre dicted. In other words 
the conditions on the ground were such that 
the Governing Council felt like they could 
move forward in a constructive way, and we 
supported that 

Secondly 


} 


these terrorist attacks are attacks 
attack when they can 
And our job is to secure our homelands and 
killers and bring them to 
justice. And we're making good progress with 


Al Qaida. And if 


organization structure 


on freedom, and they 


chase down these 


you were to view Al Qaida Ss 
as kind of a board of 
directors and then there would be the oper- 


ating management, we are dismantling the 
operating management, one person at a time 
We're on an international manhunt 

That's why relations and cooperation b 


tween our inte lige nce services are essential 
to secure the pe opl ot our respec tive coun 
i 


And I will tell vou, the Prime Minister’s 


cooperation has just been unbelievably good 


tries 


is has the intelligence service of Great Brit 
ain, a fine group ot people by the wav peo 
ple who are dedicating their lives to the secu 
And 
with other 


ible 


ritv of the peopl of this great country 


the more we share intelligence 


nations, the more likely it is that we'll be 


to rout out these terrorists 


I 
i 
| 
| 


one call I had with Prime 
Minister Erdogan was an important phone 


That’s why the p 


call, when I assured him we're willing to work 
with the Turkish 
Brits willing to work with the Turkish Gov- 
information and 
these killers so thev don’t kill again 

I don’t know the nature of the casualties 
today, but I do know the nature of the casual- 
ties in the recent attack in Istanbul. More 
Muslims died in that attack. These are Al 
Qaida killers killing Muslims, and they need 
to be stopped, and we will stop them 

Prime Minister Blair. See, here’s wher 


we got to—we’ve got to see what this struggle 


Government, as are the 


ernment, to share to find 


is about, because you can see it clearer and 
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cle 


fanaticism 


Chis is a struggle between 
the hand 
and people who believe in freedom and 
the And the St 

been building for vears 
their height 
that actually w 
A] Qaida Was 


and other countries 


sarer day-by-day 


and extremism on one 


in 


] 


tolerance on other attacks 


have The y came to 
okay, on septe mber the 
the ittacl 


ating America 
] 


but asn't first 


perpet against 
And you look 


roum 


world today. and I tell vou, in virtually « 


place there is trouble and difficult 
ind 
whether it’s 

whether it’s wherever it is 
a | 


thev re pre pared to kill anvone. Th 


fanatics 
Kasmit 


Chechnva 


terronists are mm ik ng it worse 


] >.) 
whether it’s Palestine 
V re 


mount 


how 


pared to shed any of bloodshed 


; é 
cause thev know important this batt 


IS 


And here’s why [raq 1S Import int in this 
because in the end, their « is based 
on dividing people the Arab world and the 
Western world, the Muslim 


Christian ind other 


whic h 


iS¢ 


world ind the 
their 
Mu 

Now 


things 


world religions 
is that we 

al their 

We know you 
Che \ 
th iq on Its leet as 


the 


one tor the lraqi 


ire in Iraq to suppress 
oil, t to spoil th country 
know that ill those 
that ifs 


i sti 


_ know, therefore 


QO OF 


11 

emocratic country blow we 
| 

pe opk 


And that 


of that propaganda 


‘ ” 
when vou attack 


directe d 


vay of this fan 


is this 


Sa\ 


rected at our alliance? 


body who stands in th 
And 
to sav to them 


You 


will 


that’s whv ow response has got 


s cl | ‘ scihh 
aS Clearly aS We po SIDI 


are not going to defeat us becaus¢ 
he lieve 
bette: 


will to inflict damage 


to defend what we 
the end 


mined than vou 


In iS actl 


in stronge! more 


on 
] 
innocent people 


1 
iwout 


And that’s what this whole thing is 


That's why when I hear people talking about 


the alliance } 


between our two countries, this 


is not an alliance that’s based on simply Brit 


the 


rest of it 


America and ties that go back 


the 


about the 


aln and 


in history and all This is a real 


living alliance struggle 
in the early 


don’t win this struggle, 


J a 
gomg on 


And 
t's not just 


today, 2lst century 


Britain 


and America that’s going to suffer 


Pe ople 
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everywhere are going to suffer, and that’s 


why it’s important 
If they think that when 
by tl 


they go and kill 
attacks 
weaken us OT make 


s shuffle to the 


away from this, 


people they 


ese terrorist 


are 
going to somehow 
think, “Well, let 
and hid 


That 


and it’s not the 


us 
the 


are 


} 
back of 
queue they 
is not the tradition of my coun- 


the British 


wrong 
try tradition of 
people or the American people 


Adam | Adam Boulton. Sky News 


British Detainees at Guantanamo Bay 
Q. What e, both 


do you Say to those peop! 
who two Govern 


those support t what vour 


ments have 


done since September lith and 
those who oppose it 


that in fact the treat 

ment of the captives in Guantanamo Bay ac 
tually belies all vour talk of 
and tolerance? And on a 
the comments from the Secretary of 
and from Charles Kennedy and Mi 
Howard the minority of 
British nationals held « aptive an explicit otter 
from the United States to repatriate them? 


freedom, justice 


specilic point, in 


view ol 


state 


chael is there on 


And if that depends on a request trom you 
Prime Ministe1 


are vou prepared to make 


4 
i 


tC ThOW 


») 


of all 


spec ific issue ol 


let me 
the 


Bay 


Prime Minister Blair. First 
| the 


deal with 
1 
navuonalS 


just 
Bi itish 


We 


said in the 


very 


over in Guantanamo 


in discussion about this. I’ve already 


ot ¢ 


ire 
he re 
Either they will 


House ommons it will 
One I t 
the 
alternatively 


Now we Tre 


solved 
be tried 
there 
back 
moment 

Q. How 

Prime Minister Blair. It will be 
at some point o1 other. It’s not going to be 


but it 


In WO Ways 


: , 
DY military Commission 


they ll be 


J 
in discussion at the 


out 
brought 


O! 


he re 


resolved 
resolved today will be resolved at some 
point soon 

Let 
Guantanamo 
there 


arose 


me just say this to you, however, about 
Bay. Indeed, the people that 
again, let’s just remember, this 
the battle Afghanistan, that 
arose out of S¢ ptember the 11th and the at- 
And the 


discussion about making sure 


are 
out of in 
tack there that we 
there 
alternatively 


very fact are in 
fair 


it's up 


are 
procedures for t trial—or 


to us, as the President very fairly has said, 
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Not 
these people come back here—is an indica- 
tion that we actually treat people differently 
So even though this arose out of this appall- 
ing, brutal attack on America on September 
the 11th, nonetheless, we make sure that jus- 
tice is done for pe ople 
President Bush. 


being don 


These are justice 1s 
These are illegal noncombatants 
ind they are 


And we 


] 
ire sorting through them on a case-by-case 


picked up olf of a battlefield 
be ing treate d in a humane fashion 
basis. There is a court procedure in place 
that will allow them to be tried in fair fashion 
As to the 
working with the British Government 


Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters 


issue of the British citizens, we're 


Randy 


Trade Policy/The Doha Round 

Q. Mr. President and Mr. Blair, how accu 
that the 
China trade quotas along with a weakening 
dollar and your disagreement with the WTO 


rate would it be to conclude new 


, 
on steel iltogethe r constitute a reelection 


strategy of boosting U.S exports at the ex 
pense of free trade principles? 
And Mr. Blair, I'd like to know how these 
policies are alfecting Europe and the U.K 
Prime Minister Blair. Mr. President, you 
should answer that one first. | Laughter 
President Bush. My 
committed to free trade 


idministration is 
the first adminis- 
tration in a long time to achieve trade pro- 
And 


we re using that to promote tree trade agree 


motion authority from the Congress 
ments on a bilateral basis, on a hemisphe ric 


basis. And we're strongly advocating a suc- 


cessful round for the—the Doha round of 


the WTO 
Secondly 


people honoring the agreements. And there 


agreements require 


free trade 
1 
I 


ire market disruptions involved with certain 
Chinese textiles: we're addressing those dis- 
ruptions. And we look forward to visiting with 
our Chinese counterparts on this particular 
matter. And as I have been saying publicly 
that free trade also requires a level playing 
field for trade 

In terms of the steel issue, it’s an issue 
that the Prime Minister has brought up not 
but three times. It’s on his 


once, not twice 


mind. It’s also on my mind. And I’m review- 
ing the findings about the restructuring of 


our steel industry, which is—the ITC ruling 
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basically said that the industry needs some 
I'm looking at 
the findings right now and will make a timely 


breathing time to restructure 


decision 
But I will reiterate, we believe strongly in 
We that 


free trade is | parties 


free trade just want to make sure 


also trade In which al 
ire treated fairly 

Prime Minister Blair. Obviously, we've 
I | the 


ind as you just heard 


President is 
the 


the 


stated opposition now 
well aware of it 
administration will make its decision in 
coming pe riod of tiie 

The 
tion to is the joint belief in the in 
of the WTO doing well and gettin 
lock 


That's immensely important 


1 
other thing | would draw your atten 


iportance 
1 ] 
g the ce ad- 


] ] 
that ther vas at Cancun solved 


And never forget, incidentally—I said this 


] 
in the House of Commons vesterday—what- 
' 
disagreeme nts on trade be 


and 


ever the tween 


Europe and America ever since I've 
I 


been Prime Minister the re have he en Suc h 


disagreements on particular issues—trade 


between Europe and America is vast. In fact 
I think it is right to say it has doubled since 


1 
1989. It amounts to a huge amount of money 
] 


ind jobs both wavs every singie year. SO 


that’s not to say we don't have to resolve 
these issues. and I hope we can resolve them 
soon, but I don’t think we should forget the 
bigger picture either 


Nick 
London Demonstrations/War on Terror 
Q. Nick Robinson ITV News What do 
vou sav to peopl who today conclude that 
British people h ive dic d and he en malime d 
as a result of today. 


1 
you ippearing nere 


shoulder-to-shoulder with a controversial 
American President? 


And Mr. President, if 


thousands on_ the 


I could ask you, with 


street—with thousands 
marching on the streets today here in Lon 
don, a free nation, what is your conclusion 
is to why apparently so many free citizens 
fear you and even hate you? 

President Bush. I'd say freedom is beau 
tiful. It’s a fantastic thing to come to a coun- 
try where people are able to express the 1! 
VIeCWws 


Q. Why do they hate you, Mr. President? 
Why do they hate vou in such numbers? 
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President Bush. | don't know that 
lo. All I know is that it’s—that peopl 
Baghdad, for example, weren't allowed to d 
this up recent history. Thev're not 


until 
spt nding a lot of time in North Korea pro 
testing the current leadership. Freedom is 
vonderful thing 


understand pe ople don't agree 


ind I respect that. | 
with war. But 
| hone they 


aAgTeE 


with peace ind freedon 
er 


] 
aqaeep 


ind liberty. I hope thev car 


the fact that when we find suffering an 


ture and mass graves, we weep for thi 


zens that are being brutalized by tvrants 
And finally, the Prime Minister and 


i solemn duty to protect our peoptk 


that's exactly what | intend to do as th 


dent of the | nited States protect the 
ot my country 
Prime Minister Blair. To answi 


} 
irst question and your othe ndeed 


: : ' 
lave the right to protest and 


| 


ir counties, and 


0 OUT CaS 
vhat a democratic exch inge shoul 
ut listen to the case tl 
Bec wise there 1s 
] 
CiTive 
\le ianist 


stop women gomg abo 


ibout a situation where we have 
| iliban out of CGovernmen n 


ho used to 


hev wished. who used to 1 
school, who brutalized ai 
population 

having 

(,overn 
es 


CLISCOVeETe( 


vans of 400.000 peopl 


ons | ippeni 
Vt 


I think people have 


that is the consequence of the positior 


Now is it lirst pomft, just 
sav this. What has caused the terrorist att 


] ] ) { 
todav in Turkey is not the President of 


, : 

United States s not the lliance betwee 
] ] 

America and Britain. What is responsibl 


that terrorist attack is terrorism, are the 


rorists 
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And our response has got to be to 


inify in that situation, to put the responsi- 


bility squarely on those who are killing and 


murdering innocent people, and to say, “We 


ire going to defeat you, and we're not going 


1 1 
to back down or flinch at all from this strug- 


le For all the reasons I've 


given you ear- 


lier, this is what this struggle is about 


And when you look—as vou can see from 


the list of the people from 60 different na 
tionalities who have died in terrorist attacks 
from every 


thousands ol neopl religion 


very part ol the world, vou aren't going to 
stop these people by trying to compromise 

ith them, by hesitating in the face of this 
It’s defeat them or be 


menace defeated by 


‘] 
hem. That’s what we’re going to do 


Religion/Shared Values 
Q. Thank vou, Mr. President, Mi 
Minister. Mr. President, when you talk about 

Middle East, vou’ve 
1 


rranted D\ the 


Prime 
we in the often said 
Almighty 


who share your he liefs don't 


reedot 1S 
yryie peopl 
lieve that Muslims worship the same Al- 
rhtv. [ wondered about vour views on that 
Prime Minister. as 
; ' 


| like to get your reaction to that 


a man also 
faith, | 
President Bush. | do say that freedom is 
he Almighty’s gift to even person [a 
(mer 


It's much greater than 


] 
| 


SO 
ndition it by saving freedom is not 
sift to the \ orld 
iat. of course. And I believe we worship the 
ume God 
Prime Minister Blair. And | believe that 
chance to have free- 
ver part of the 


igion they practice 


people are ven the 
‘ 

vhate world thev’re in 
vhatever 


} 
} 


, ' 
it they the chance 


And | 
{ appalling ce lusion that 
people even within our 


5 1 
societies omenow though we in 


ountries love freedom and would ce 


1 freedom omehow other peopl in 
ther parts of the world don't like it 

! 1 why they like freedom is 
got freedom and de- 


use then vou ve 
\ocracy ( rule of law. vou can raise 
our family ou can earn a decent standard 
of living, you can go about vour daily business 
vithout fear of the secret police or terrorism 


And in those t pes of societies, the terrorists 
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get 


no breathing ground, they get no breathing 


who thrive on hatred and fanaticism, they 


sp ice 
And the 


wanted to 


really important thing and I just 


this the 


I hope 


] ) 
Say about President's 


vesterday because peopl 


, 
speet n 
Well, you've got a Re 


center-left 


sometimes say to me 


public in President, a Govern 


) 1 
ment here in Britain, how can you two guys 


vork together?” On this issue, I believe peo 


ple from whatever side of the political spec 
re on can respond to th call, that 


the 


trum ther 


in the end best security we can have 


is not just through our armed forces and in 
telligence services, magnificent though they 
ire, but actually through our values, through 
the spre id of those values of freedom and 


justice ind tolerance throughout the world 
And the ( 
day, I think, is a really powe rful call, not just 


ase the President made veste1 


to peopl in our own countries but to people 
ight throughout the world 


r 
basic hun 


that these are 
not the 


ownership exclusively of America o1 


ian values They re in ihe 
Britain 
or the West or any particular religion; they're 
And actually 
C1VE peopl the chance to have those values 
they opt tor them. Of course they do, be 
they're the \ that the 


human spirit 


human values every time you 


Cause alues sustain 


Phe 
12:15 p.m 
LO 


President's news conferet 

it the Foreign and Commonwealth Of 
lices Downing Street. In hi the 
President referred to Queen Elizabeth IL of the 
United Ki ied ym: former President Saddam Hus 
Ministe1 
Erdogan of Turkey \ reporter re ferred to Charles 
Kennedy, leader of the Liberal Democrats party 
of the United Kingdom; and Michael Howard 

ider of the Party of the 


{ rite d 
Kingdon 


NOTI 


remarks 


sel ol [rag and Prime Recep Tavvip 


Conservative 


Effective Multilateralism To Build a 
Better World: Joint Statement by 
President George W. Bush and 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
November 20, 2003 


President W. Bush and Prime 
Minister Tony Blair reaffirm the 
ance of values and common purpose that 
binds the United States and the United King- 


We confront great 


= 


George 


unique alli 


dom challenges: global 


20 
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terrorism, the spread of weapons Of mass ce 


struction powve rty ind cise ase and hostile 
dictators who oppress their own people and 
We 
world S de mocracies h: 


bility take 


national institutions to meet these challenges 


threaten peace and our allies among the 
ive a spec l il respons! 
to ction and mobilize inter 
and build a more secure just and prospe rous 
world 


We 


Transatlantic 


applaud the iwhievements of the 
Alliance, the 


security, under whose aegis Europe 


} 


foundation of ow 


whol 
free, and at peace 1s becoming reality. We 
welcome NATO’s major and growing 
and its support for the Polis] 


role lt) 
Afghanistan 
led multinational division in Iraq. We we 
come NATO's ne 
ind other members of thi 
Wi 
a European Security 
ESDP 


proves Europ 


i 

| 
i] ) 

\ cooperation with Russia 

Ukraine Partne1 

reallirm our support ton 

De te TiS€ Poli \ 


European Union that im 


ship for Peace 
ind 
of the 
( upabilitic s to act, and de 


1 
ve lops in i wav that is fully coordinated, com 


NATO. We 
mutually-reinforcing rela 
NATO and the El 

ind divisiveness and cround 
NATO-El 


\\ ith new ne 


patible and ti insparent with 
seek 


tionship betwee 


a dynami 
with 
out duplic ation 
ed in the 
which unde rpin it 
new capabilitic s, NATO will be a corn 


1 
= i 


essential iWwreements 
mboers and 
rstone 
of world security in the st century 


We urge il] to 


1 
common purpose to put isicle temporary CIs 


nations join together in 


iwreements, and to recognize ou 


he 


ire 


responsl 
{ ] " ] 

bility to work f common good in the 
Quy but sO 
capabilities when we work toge ther 
Etlective 


unilateralism nor international paralysis, will 


world tasks great ire our 


multilateralism, and  neithei 
guide our approach. We must 
e Launch efforts to promote freedom in 
the nations of the greatel Middle E 
We have a vision of this region moving 
toward peace 


| We 


cannot sacrifice our commitment to de 


ist 


through freedom 
mocracy to pur¢ hase security, for in that 
case we shall have neither. Ws ipplaud 


those in the region striving to advance 
human rights and economic freedom 
fight corruption, and advance equal jus 
The of the 
community the GS 


must find new ways to cooperate with 


tice under law leaders 


Transatlantic and 
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the people and states of the region to 
promote democratic developm« nt, eco 


1 
over the 


nomic freedom, and security 
vears that true transformation will take 

We will work in partnership with thos« 
leaders in the re gion who are promoting 
political and economic reform and de 

velopment 


We 


sion ol 


reaffirm our commitment to the 


peace between two states 


Israel and Palestine—living side by side 


in peace and security. The Roadmap to 


] 
peace remains the wav to achieve this 


] } 
vision ind we « ill on ll parties to fulfill 


their obligations under its terms, takin 


elfective action to stop all terrorism, and 


would pre 


I 


retraining trom steps that 
vent o1 prejudge the terms of 
settlement 
actively involved with the leaders of the 


region and work 


To this end, we will remain 


closely with the inte) 
national community 

Continue the fight against international 
What we vill 
Terrorists know no san 


in the 


have be FULT) We 


terrorism 


finish must 


] { 
tuary, neither mountains of Ai 


] 
ghanistan o1 [raq, nor hidden in the cit 
. 1 
ies ol Europe 01 America, nor disguised 


as freedom fichte rs or charities. We wi 


] 


continue to enhance our joint bil 


c ] A 4: 1] ] 
WOK mtermavonally ana 

] 
strengti 


Strengthen 


1ened domestic cooperation 
global — efforts 
pons ol n 
We must 
national capacity and will to deal eff 
tively with this threat. We will inte 
efforts to counter both Iran’s and al 
North Korea’s dangerous nuclear pro 


proliferators ol Ve 


struction increase 


| 
grams ind also strengthen the basis for 


countel prolife ration and 


multilateral 
includins 


through the Proliferation Security Ini 


, 
tiative and through ow upcoming G5 


non-prolife ration actions 


Presidencies 

Promote global health Fighting 
global HIV/AIDS pandemic requir 
sustained international effort, coordina 
The US and UK 


| { 
will work together to strengthen ettorts 


tion, and resources 


and sup 


port, beginning in five African coun 


in prevention, treatment, care 


tries. To further this collaborative effort 
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we will establish a Special Joint Task 
HIV/AIDS 


will focus our national efforts, and enlist 


Force on This Task Force 
the efforts of others, aimed at the strug- 
gle against HIV/AIDS. We will pursuc 
a comprehensive approach to expanding 
the delivery of HIV/AIDS prevention 
care and treatment, including greater 
access to safe and effective medicines 
better health system delivery, and build 
ing a skilled force of health workers. We 
share a commitment to rapidly increas 
ing the availability of HIV treatment in 
the most affected countries, to reducing 
HIV infection rates, and to developing 
programs to provide care and support 
for those infected with, and affected by 
HIV/AIDS, including orphans and vul- 
nerable children. We call on others to 
join us to fulfill the GS goal of eradi 
cation ol polio by 2005 

Support development in Africa. We re 
affirm our support for Africa and for 
NEPAD, through the G8 Africa Action 
Plan. We have agreed to work to sup 
port the deve lopment of effective Afri 
can mechanisms to prevent conflict and 
run peacekeeping operations; continue 
to work for a return to democratically- 
accountabl government and the rule of 


Zimbabwe the 


building ol pt ace 1n Liberia and sierra 


law in and support 


Leone. We will deliver on the commit 
ments we made at Monterrey and in the 
Africa Action Plan to improve the effec 
tiveness of our development assistance 
We Africa 
Partnership the 
international support for Africa’s devel 
Africa's 


welcome the launch of the 
Forum expanding 


opment. Building foundation 
for success is our shared goal, and we 
commit to support the Forum’s efforts 
in the region. We will work through bi 
lateral and multilateral channels to im 
prove trade opportunities in Africa 

Advance an open trade regime. We are 
committed to an open, fair, and multi 
lateral world trading system 


nizing that WTO Ministerial in Cancun 


Recog 
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Not 
was a missed opportunity we reallirm 
our commitment to a successful conclu 
sion of the WTO’s Doha Deve lopme nt 
We 
national partne rs to achieve 
concl Round that 

both deve lope d 
We call 


1] 
ind encourag ill 


genda will work with our inter 


1 successful 
usion to the will ben 
efit ind developing 
countries 


the 


ties to make serious and substantial con 


lor a re sumption ol 


iegotiations pal 


tributions to these important negotia 


tlons 
Incre technological cooperation on 
We will bring together 


and technologic il 


iner energy 


oul scientili 
strengths to accelerate deve lopme nt ol 


] i 
prachical ind efficient technologi Ss lol 


the use and produc tion of clean energ) 
To he Ip improve human he alth by re 
ducing pollution, and address the chal 
> & 


| 


] ] ] 
lenge of climate change by mitigating 


established 


| 1 
to imple ment the energy 


vres nhous¢ Gases, We have 


i joint am 
technology commitments 


through both of our GS 


Sclence and 


from E 


Presid ncies 


Vian 


\\ — 


mncre 


] 
Deepen defense cooperation will 
I I 


1 ] ] 
work to remove barriers to ised 


de lense industrial intel 
\¢ hang 


coope ration 


ibilitv, and information « 


Ope! 


Our goals include achieving fair and 
consistent rec iprocal access to each oth 
ers equipme nt markets maximizing in 
formation sharing and exte nding jomt 
working and training opportunities. We 
will create a closer and more open rela 
tionship bv the removal of outdated bar 
iers between our armed forces and offi 
cials. We consider it a high priority to 
imple ment a licensing exemption that 
will facilitate defense trade between our 


We 


mitment to proceed with the 


countries realfirm our strong com 
Joint 
Strike Fight r project 

Promote innovative education initia 


We 


number and quality of U.S.-UK 


tives 
the 


school partnerships To this end, we are 


ire 


inaugurating a new annual prize 


Transatlantic Education Prize to re 


ward schools for particularly creative 


The lirst 
prizes will be awarded early next veai 


ind innovative partnerships 


committed to incre asing 


the 
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and will includ reciproc il visits for 


head teachers and principals 


NOTI An 


erie 


t 
avion 


Declaration on Iraq by President 
George W. Bush and Prime Minister 
Tony Blair 


Novembe r 20, 2003 


For the first 1 
people ire enjoying 
Iraqis are starting to rebuild their countn 
and can look to a brighter future 
free of Saddam Hussein and his 
freely pi 


to ter 


1 } 
Gime they can Spealt 
| 

+ 


religion and star to come 


nightmare ot the last 59 vears, 1n \ 


] 
dreds of thousanc [raqis were 


by their own ¢ rnment 
threatened by follow 
the forme 
who are leiping them 
ficult. Yet w 
1] 


t] | 
> people ra Vill prevall 
1¢ pe 4 | eo tg | ill 


ind by outsidk 
The strus 


1] pt rsevere to 


port of the ne 
rity forces: the police the lraqi Cin il Defenss 
the F 
border police 


the 


] 
coalition 


ind stre nethe ning Iraqi se¢ 
Protection Ser 
w lraqi Arn 


! those 


( orps 
salute coul 
forces 
against reactionary 
want to turn bacl 
of Saddam’s regime 
We } 


tries 


‘ 


ie resolve of our 


ind 


reathirn 


with many friends illies 
plete the proc SS Ol bringing tree doi 
rity, and peac« to Iraq 


We warmly 


Council's 


velcome the Iraqi Governing 


announcement of a timet ible to! 
the creation of a sovereign [raqi Transitional 
Administration by the end of June 2004 


adoption ol l 


ind 


! ! 
for a process leading to the 


, : 
ion and national elec 


; 


permane nt consthtt 
tions for a new Lraqi government by the end 
ot 2005 

This announcement is consistent with ow 
Ol handing over power to 
that 
lraqis are making these decisions and for the 


tirst 


long-stated aim 
lraqis as quickly as possible. It is right 


a} 
ti 


time in generations determining 


We the 


ie ll 


] 
own tuture weicome Governing 
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Council’s commitment to ¢ nsuring the wides 
possible participation in the Transitional As 
sembly and constitutional process 

We reallirm our long term commitment to 
Iraq. The United States and United Kingdom 
Transitional Ad 


ministration in its task of building a ne raq 


stand ready to support the 


and its democratic institutions. Ow 


1 ? 
participation In the multinational! 


} 


] 1 
Iraq will serve the Iraqi people un 


[raqis themselves are able to disch irge 
re sponsibility for their own security 


’ ' 
Same time, we hope that international! 


| , 
ners will incre singly participate in the 
national fore 

. : . , , 

Our long-term political, moral, and 
" : 
Clal commitment to. the 


[raq was underlined at the Madrid Donors 

Although the Co 
Authority will 
Administratic 
installed, the United States anc 


dom will 


reconstructiol 


1 1 
Conterence last montl 


tion Provisional come 


] } . : , 
end once the Lransivtional 


continue to provide 
I 


1 P 
part of the international 


1 ] 
these tasks. We 


] 
Wweilconie 


othe! nations res 


United Nations 


rotit 
nsut 


f +] 
rerences OL the 


International | itions 
; 
non sovernmental oreal 


Manel 


1 
to make an In portant coi 


14 
Great challeng 

progre SS l 

longe 


enormous. lIragis no 
{ 


their own government, and Ira 


] 
ho long ie el thi 


eatened. Our re 
plete the tas] Wwe set ourse 


undiminished. Our partners! 


pr ople stort 


Interview With Abdul Rahman AI- 
Rashed of Al-Sharg Al-Awsat in 
London 

November 19, 2003 


Mr. Al-Rashed. | know you are the busiest 
person 

The President. Thanks for coming by. | 
appreciate your interest 


| hh honorec vou d 


come by 


Timetable for Transition in Iraq 


Mr. Al-Rashed. Mi 


question 
l 


President, I think the 
number one, I have to ask is 


tall Ing 


TOM) the 


now 
vou re tbout transferring the powel 
I now to the 
in the 
exactly your timetable for that? 

The President. Well, it really depends 
upon th 
] 


pressed 


coalition Governing 


What is 


( ouncil sometime summe! 


Governing Coalition. They've e 


i desire for the transfer of authority 
*} } 1 
n June e are certain benchmarks that 


must be 1. But let me just Give 


i kind of a broader assessment 
We Amb 
[ nited states 


) ] 
Breme1 Came tO the 


I think it 


1 . 
have been a week ago or 10 days ago 


ssac y? 


, 
is vou know gosh 


t 


mus 
And we Sal down ind m ide a CONSCIOUS de Cl 


| ] ] 
sion to listen to the voices on the Governing 


Council that were interested in wccele rating 


the transfer ot sovereignty ind we decided 


] ] i] 
to—obviously if that’s what they re interested 
] 1 
in, that we needed to assess whether or not 


, * 
It Was possible he assessment was POslOve 


And there tore 


the Governing ( ounci 


Bremer went back to 
1 
| 


Jerry 


ind worked out a 


timetable that they're comfortable with And 


that’s very import int 


As 1 know, one of the—initially the 
thoug] 


, 
gnt \ to have a constitution written 


then elections, then sovereignty. It was going 


to take a while to write the constitution, be 


cause there was a sentiment amongs the 
elections to 


And vet 


certain things had happened 


pe ople that there needed to be 
i constitutional asse mbly bec aUSeE 
the transfer of 
seemed more this 
And | could 
And so the 


ick a Was tO have ind ol a standard law under 


sovereignty realistic at 
point in time than it did initially 
cite some of those in minute 
vhich the lraqi pe ople would operate trans 
fer of sovereignty, and then a constitution br 
vritten 

And 


is now in the 


as you know, the Governing Council 


process of—vou asked the time 


table—one of the decisions they must mak 
form of the kind of the 


local elections or caucuses that will then de 


is what will be the 


termine the makeup of the initial kind of rep- 

And 
their 
and still be- 
believe that the 


resentative body. That’s their decision 


its important for me to emphasize 


decision because we believe 


lie Ve believed and 


[raqi 
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people are plenty capable of running their 
own country, a free country 

Mr. Al-Rashed. But who are we going to 
hand it over to—let’s Say if you start in the 
summer, are we saving the summer is 
rater 

The President. Yes, 1 think so. That's ex- 
actly what we’re aiming for now 


Mr. Al-Rashed. Who is going to go for 


without 


acclu- 


of course, the constitution, without 
a 

The President. Well, there's going to be 
kind of a general law that will be agreed upon 
before by the Governing Council so that peo- 
ple know that their rights will not be tram 
pled that there will be 


populations will have a voice in the future 


that the minority 


Government. In other words, there has to 


be something other than a constitution, be- 
the like 


going to take a long time to write—but some 


cause constitution it looked was 
thing that would have basic rights guaran- 
teed, a preceding document to what eventu 
ally will be the constitution. And so that’s 
part of what the Governing Council agreed 
to do 

Mr. Al-Rashed. But your vision, you think 
it’s going to be one person, a President would 
be 

The President. My vision doesn’t matter 
That's important for you and your readers 
to know. What matters is the vision of the 
Iraqi people. And I've said in my speeches 
that I believe in democracy, but I recognize 
that democracy can come in different forms 
and democracies will not look like America’s 
democracy necessarily So there’s ways to get 


to a system in which minority rights are rep- 


resented, a rule of law prevails, all the sys- 


tems inherent in democratic form. And they 
come in different ways, as you know, in par- 
ticular in the Middle East or throughout the 
Arab world 

In my speech today, which I don’t know 
if you heard it or not 

Mr. Al-Rashed. Not yet 

The President. You've got to hear it 
please 

Mr. Al-Rashed. | will, indeed 

The President. Okay, because it’s impor 
tant for you to hear because I think it gives 
you some insights into my thinking in my 
heart about the Arab people and the Muslim 
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people. I said in my speech, there are—I said 
one of the things that the Western world has 
to do is change its way of thinking about the 
Muslim world or the Arab world. And that 
is that—some will say, “Oh, these kind of 
people can't manage, can't govern them- 
selves.” I completely disagree. And one of 
the points I point out is that half the Muslims 
live under democratic societies, and they're 
And 


have got different ways of dealing with de- 


contributing citizens those societies 


mocracy. And h q's democracy will emerge 


in a uniquely Iraqi fashion. And that’s what 
I'm trying to say 


Mr. Al-Rashed. So we don’t know in the 


summer it’s one President or a governing 


council, elected 
The President. 


a system 1s emerging 


And that’s fine. Because 
And that’s what’s im 
But the Iraqi Governing 
Council, the Lraqi people will make that deci 


SLtoni. 


portant to know 


Withdrawal of Coalition Forces/Coalition 
Strategy 
Mr. Al-Rashed. 


follow by 


Are we will that 


American 


saving 


withdrawit troops 


ig 
tre Ops from 
The President. No 


courses. I'm sorry to interrupt you; I’m an 


two separate 
ticipating your questions in the name of time 
Mr. Al-Rashed. No, that’s th 
tion 
The President. We're talking two separate 
tracks. The political track is developing, and 
it's developing well, because certain things 


ques 


i 


didn’t happen One, there was no great huge 


refugee flows. Two, there wasn’t the sec 


tarian violence. Remember, these were all 

some of the predictions. I'm not suggesting 
you were making these predictions, but oth 
might 


about 


ers have been making predictions 


sectarian violence—you remember 


that prediction—or refugee flows or hunger, 
food shortages throughout the country. And 
none of that happened. 

But obviously, what is happening is vio- 
lence that we're dealing with, and that’s a 
security issue. But the political process is 
moving forward, and the ministries are now 
being staffed. There is a local region—local 
governments up and running. There’s a vari- 
ety of indicators that the system is moving 
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toward this democratic transition, which the 
Governing Council recognizes and supports 
So that’s happening 
The other track 
track 


- 2 + 3 . 4 
course. But in terms of oun participation we 


of course, is the securit 
Thev re not mutually exclusive, of 
will stay until Iraq is allowed to emerge as 
a free society, which we know will h ippen 

Let me give you kind of the strategy. Se¢ 
I said in my speech today, the [raqi people 
will not reject freedom, and I believe that 
And one way that they will protect their free 
doms is to develop the forces necessary, in 
ternally, to work with coalition forces to deal 
with the 


hopes of the many 


few that ar trving to destroy the 
And I think we have over 
130,000 now [raqis, in one kind of uniform 
That border 


J 
guards your facilities prot ction services, the 


or anothe r would he your 
police And we've got a battalion in the army 
ind we're army. I think they 
think it will be up around 30.000 by the end 


ot next yea 


STOWINE the 


a trained, ¢ ipable [raqi army 
And the first task, of course, for these uni 
formed Iraqi personnel is to rout out the kill 
ers, people willing to destroy 
I had a very interesting meeting—I’m sure 
read about the 17 hl iqi women who 
that came to the White House. It was 


really, really interesting, a hopeful meeting 


you 


Callie 


very capabl women, anxious for a tres 

And one lady made it clear 
Yes lost peopl but 
i lot 


suffering and 


ety to emerge 
to me that you vé 
we've lost And the lraqi peopl ire 
are dying because peopl are 
trying to terrorize their society by killing 
them. And the Iraqi people will reject this 
because they vearn for freedom, just like you 
vearn for freedom and I yearn for freedom 


Mr. Al-Rashed. Mr 


ting this right 


President, am I get 


vou will not have any with 
drawal of any troc yps by the summer? 

The President. No. We will have troops 
on the ground that will match the security 
needs, is the best way to put that 

Mr. Al-Rashed. So you're not saving more 
or less? 

The President. 1m saying I'm going to 
listen to the generals who say, Mr. President 
we need more; we need le Ss; we ve got eXx- 
actly the right number. They will tell me the 
number. Their job is to secure—is to work 


with the [raqis to deal with the terrorists 
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And there are the Ba’athist terrorists: there 


jihadists; there are Al Qaida types, Ansar 
Islam types. And their job is to help the Iraqis 


secure their country, and they assess all the 
time the commanders and they Say, We need 
this need that 
here. And it’s their decision to make 


number 


I set 


number here; we 
the goal; they decide the tactics 

So General Abizaid—if you want to know 
what the troop strength will look like in June 
go find General Abizaid, and he'll tell you 


Timetable for Transition in Iraq 
Mr. Al-Rashed. Are we 


are doing the transfer of power earlier than 


saving that you 


ylanned he cause the pre ssure because ol the 
loss of life, the French, evervbody 

The President. No, no, no. no. no, no. 
no, no, no. Because what I told you, that the 
Governing Council—the circumstances—the 
situation in Iraq and the Governing Council's 
to believe that this transfer 


of sovereignty could take place in a realistic 


progress led us 


and he Ipful Way 

Mr. Al-Rashed. So do you expect the vio- 
lence 
of life 


yvour 


do you have l number like of loss 


will determine how you will run 

The President. Of course not. We're not 
leaving until we get the job done 

Mr. Al-Rashed. 
how 

The President. That's like if you were 
interviewing me before the attack on Bagh- 
dad, you would have said, “How long is it 
take?” And | 


However long,” you know 


How long is that and 


going to would have said, 
I mean, you're 
asking me to put calendars on things—this 
is the second calendar question you've asked 


Tri 


Iraq and Vietnam 


Mr. Al-Rashed. Some people make a par- 
allel between Iraq and Vietnam. Do you see 
itr 

The President. | know that people are 
anxious to be free. They were glad to get 
rid of Saddam Hussein. Thev were pleased 
when his sons met their demise. This person 
tortured, brutalized an entire population. 
And it’s a different situation 

Mr. Al-Rashed. I didn't hear the word 


‘Vietnam” in your answer. 
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question 


The President. No, because 
asked 
isked me if there’s parallel I 
You 
ference here the pe ople 
Mr. Al-Rashed. Yes 
The President. Okay 


ive you 
You 


Sa dif- 


dif 


1 Pa 
the answer: you the 
said it 
understand the 


ferent situation 


, ' 

You know what I'm 

- ' , , 

talking about rhe peopie are please d to get 
I I I 


rid of Saddam 


Progress in lraq 


Mr. Al-Rashed. Mi 


to say that your miulitary 


| re sident IS il 


did a good job 


accu 


ile 
] ] 
von the war in a quite short 


ind they very 


| 
lial) ian 


| 
well? 


’ ' 

ind surprising matter, but your ci 
} } 

ers did not manage the country very 


The President. | think what's safe to say 
is that the initial phase of the war went well 


going as 


ind the second phase of the war is 


] , ] ’ 
expected I Ba athists there ire€ 


I 
some peopl who refuse to give up and vield 


eCALISE 


to treedom because they vere the ling 


elite. And we re making, in many phases very 


strong progre SS 
1 | | 
For example, the currency | think if vou 


vere to go back and look at the history ol 


currency replacements or Issuing new cul 


And vet 


Saddam 


rencies, that’s not an « isy t 
Mr. Al-Rashed. 


nis face on the currency 


iSkK 


President 


The President. No. thev’ve vot new cu 


“ge ‘ : 
rencies, and that’s hard to do. And vet e re 


aking good, steady progress in replacing 


tne Currency 


Che oil revenue is an interesting question 


| 


issue li 


vhen the 


\gain, this was an you remembe! 


betore trie ultimatum Vas 


} l 

reached, there was a lot of speculation that 
I 

it we ! o war, the lraqi the main asset 


1 1 1 ' 
4% the lraqgi people would be destroved. and 
the 
] ) 
oil is tlowing, up 


to about 2.1 million barrels a day, to the ben 


it would take vears to bring oil production 


back up. But in fact 


elit ol the lraqi pt opk 


In other words—and we got that ministry 


| 


stood up very quickly, and it’s functioning 


well 


Che 
L500 elementary 


] 
school system there s 


I think 


, . 
schools up and running 


vith new textbooks and supplies Che hos- 


pitals I mean, there’s example after exam 


ple on the civil society side where we ve 


made good progress 
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Obviously, what is—what’s tough are the 
terrorists who kill, and they kill Iraqis. They 
aid They kill be- 

our will. And 


FoOIn¢g 


kill international workers 


cause they're trying to shake 


they re not going to shake they're not 


. * 
to shake oun Will 


Possible Visit to Iraq 
Mr. Al-Rashed. Are 


Baghdad? 
The President. | don't know vet 
it some point in t I certainly | 
Mr. Al-Rashed. Betore election o1 
The President. | Laughte: 
I'm just trving to finish my trip here 


you going t ISit 


Will 1] 
hie ope 


I don 


land 


Roadmap for Peace/Reform of Palestinian 
Authority 

Mr. Al-Rashed. \What about the 
it othing has 
The President. No, it’s our project 


Mr. Al-Rashed. Nothing has | 


roaamap 


It's vour project, b 


ippened 


lal 


The President. \Vell, that’s 
orrect. | mean S tirst of il] 


exists et ie tell vou 
U.N 


national 


this 


i? ' 
ind KRuUSSla. SO S kind 


Strategy Ward savin 


take responsibility esponsibl 
| Cave i speech on June 24th 
Rose Garden hich 


ind look it it, bed 


| h ite 


speeches but ] Will 


LLIS¢ 


sense ol » keep directing \ 


vive vou 
reiterated that today. I spent 


ind I 


: , , 
bit of time in the speech today on 


Israeli issue. And I called on all 
idhere to re sponsibility 

[ said the 
the Palestinians 
of fact, I'm the 
to stand up and call for that 
But that 


n order for it to 


| believe 

AS al 
first United States President 
And | 


State 


best way [or 


aeserve i matte! 
believe 


UIST De 


vith 


it and [ mean 


democratic Survive 


institutions that will survive the test of time 


' ’ - : 
And it needs vce rship that will not steal 


that will not deal with terrorists. that 


will not continually dash the hopes of the Pal- 


money 


estinian people 

And I found such a leader 
Abu Mazen. And I stood with him in Aqaba 
Jordan, and as 


I thought, in 


ou might recall—and Israel 
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has got responsibilities, and the Arab states 
And I delineated 
Israel's responsibilities end the settlements 
and not prejudice final negotiations on states 
with walls, to end the 
This 
ciated today, by the way, in the public arena 
Abu Mazen. He 
vinced me that he believes in the aspirations 


have got responsibilities 


daily humiliation o 


the Palestinians was all clearly enun 


Anyway, | was with con 
of the Palestinians, and he wanted to work 
on the security issue. He wanted to dismantle 
the security—these terrorist organizations 
which are destroying any chance for peace 
And guess what happens to him? He gets 
shoved aside, and I thought it was an inter- 
esting lesson 


We hope Minister will 


stand up and do what is right, which is to 


this new Prime 
work to dismantle the terrorist organizations 
and put the institutions in place that are larg- 
er than the people, institutions which will 


SUIrvVIVeE the test of time, so Palestine Can 


emerge aS a peaceful viable, democratic 
state 
that s it, the road- 


Anyway, so therefore 


map— there is a roadmap. The roadmap calls 
for mutual responsibilities. I just laid the divi 
at the which I believe 


] 
sion end of the road 


In 


Saudi Arabia/Iran/Syria 
Mr. Al-Rashed. Can | ask about 


which is, | know tS 
The President. Well, you've alread 
ibout five loaded questions. | Laughter 
Mr. Al-Rashed. It’s about three countries 
I'd like 


going to treat the end of this crisis. One is 


loaded question 


asked 


to hear your—exactly how you're 
Iran, how you're going to 

The President. \Vell, it depends on Iran's 
decision— 

Mr. Al-Rashed. 
vour friends in Saudi Arabia 

The President. Yes. Well 
start with Saudi Arabia 
Abdullah is an honest man, and he is a friend 
And 
he has told me that we are joined at fighting 


on Syria, and finally 
first of all, let’s 
Crown Prince 
ol mine | like him and respect him 


off the terrorist organizations which threat- 
ened the Kingdom and they threaten the 
United States, and he’s delivering. He also 
has told me that he’s going to work on re- 
form, and I believe him 
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Iran: The choice is theirs. They must ad- 
here to the Non-Proliferation Treaty that 
they agreed to. And they must be transparent 


and open and honest with the world about 
It looks like we're making 
some progress. The Secretary of State, as you 


their ambitions 
know, yesterday met with ministers from Eu- 
ropean countries with this message, that we 
all need to speak with a unified voice that 
‘Get rid of your nuclean 
And hopefully the—not 
and work with the IAEA to de- 
velop a open and transparent regime with 


says to the Lranians, 
weapons ambitions.’ 


hopefully 


the Lranians 


Syria leader of Syria's 


Again, it’s the 
choice to make. The most important thing 
that he can do—oh, by the way, on the Ira- 
nians, one other point I want to make to you 
is that they hold Al Qaida operatives And 
that those Al Qaida 


operatives were sent back to their countries 


we would hope 
ol origin 

Mr. Al-Rashed. From Iran. 

The President. \n Iran, yes 

Syria: We have talked to Svria before, and 

feel 
that 
Hezbollah offices in their country, Syria 

Mr. Al-Rashed. jihad 

The President. Hezbollah and JI, abso- 


we still very strongly about the same 


thing they need to shut down the 


lutely; Hamas, if there are such offices there 
And they need to do a better job on their 
border to stop any infiltration going from 
Syria into [raq with weapons and terrorists 
ind jihadists. A peaceful Iraq is in Syria's in- 
terest. A free and peaceful Iraq is in the in- 
terest of the neighborhood. And we would 
hope that Syria would be cooperative in the 
development of a free and peaceful Iraq and 
infiltrations that 
taking place—that are taking 


not turn away trom any 
might be 
place from Syria into Iraq 

Mr. Al-Rashed. 
will 


ing place? 


that 
on Syria, is there negotiation now tak- 


Does mean you 


The President. Well, there’s—there’s not 
much negotiation. How do you mean, nego- 
tiations’ 

Mr. Al-Rashed. Discussions 

The President. It's hard to negotiate- 
stop terror. You either stop terror or you 
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don't stop terror It’s not—oh, ves, they un 
derstand. They know our feelings. They do 
ves 

Mr. Al-Rashed. They know it by 
is someone in between? 

The President. Well, they know it because 
they 


there 


first, they're going to read their story 
and since I'm speaking directly to you and 
there’s nobody in between, they will hear 
that that Secretary of State Powell 
talked to President Asad last 
I think it 


This is before 


] 
Secondly 
early last sum 

1 
mer and delivered some of 
{ 
I 


Was 
I say some O 

well, I think 
if I'm not mis 
other 


has 


this me ssage 
it” because this is before the 
he delivered all the me sSage 
words, if 
President 
Asad heard from my Government? Yes, Sec 
retary of State Powell had a good talk with 
him 


taken. I mean, he is—in 


youre saying has anybody 


Discussions With Prime Minister Blair of 
the United Kingdom 

Mr. Al-Rashed. Did you 
anvthing ibout — the 


there’s a story vesterday about it 


Blain 
Bec ause 


promise 


roadmap? 


The President. What do vou mean. prom 


ise him anything? 


Mr. Al-Rashed. Minister 
about the roadmap There was a story vester- 
that 


Prime Blair 


day came out—to be activated o1 
SsOoTne 

The President. We haven't talked about 
the roadmap I mean, we talk about the Mid 
dle East all the time, but he 
I'm sure what you're 
seems like a lot of things are printed in the 
newspapers here. [Laughter] Not yours 

Mr. Al-Rashed. Can | just have your sig 
nature here please? 

The President. I'd love to 
Thanks for the interview 

Mr. Al-Rashed. Thank you 


The President. And what you need to do 


is get stationed in America again 


hasn't said 


not referring to. It 


Thank vou 


] 
Laughte 


NOTE: Th 
American Embassy. The transcript was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on November 
21. In his remarks, the President referred to L 
Paul Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Iraq; Gen 
John P. Abizaid, USA, combatant commander 
U.S. Central Command President Sad 
dam Hussein of Iraq; Uday and Qusay Hussein 


interview began at 2:50 p-m. at the 


former 
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sons of former President Hussein, who were killed 
July 22 by U.S. military forces in Mosul, Iraq 
former Minister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) and Prime Minister Ahmed Korei of the 
Palestinian Authority Abdullah of 
Saudi Arabia; and President al-Asad_ of 
Svria. A tape was not rification of 
the content of this 


Prime 


Crown Prince 
Bashar 
i\ tilable ior Ve 


nterview 


Exchange With Reporters at 
Sedgefield Community College in 
Sedgefield, United Kingdom 
November 21, 2003 
Terrorist Attacks in Turkey 
President Bush. It was a sad day veste1 
day, but it’s a day that reminds us all that 
we've got a job to do; that is to defeat terror 
Q. What did vou tell Erdogan, sir? 
President Bush. What? 
Q. What did you tell the Turkish leader? 
President Bush. | told him our prayers 
I told him that we 
work with him to defeat terror and that the 


are with his peopl will 


terrorists have decided to use Turkey as a 
tront 

Q. [Inaudibl. 
FBI agents or investigators? 

President Bush. You'll see as 
on. Both countries want to help. Obviously 
we need to share intelligence. The best way 
to defeat Al Qaida-type killers is to share in 
telligence and then work with local wuthori 


specilic aid, like sending 


tine 


goes 


ties to hunt these killers down 
Great 


ligence SeETVICE 


Britain has got a fantastic intel 


and we've got a good one 
as well. And we want to work with countries 


like Turkey to anticipate and to find killers 


War on Terror 


Q. Is Turkey a new front in this war on 
terror? 

President Bush. It sure is, two major ex 
And Iraq is a front. Turkey is a 
Anywhere where the terrorists think 
they can strike is a front 

Q. | Inaudibl Turkish officials wanted 
to go and strike Al Qaida in perhaps another 
country or another site? 

President Bush. We'll work with any 
country willing to fight off terror, just like 
Great Britain. This country is fortunate to 
have a Prime Minister who is cle ar-sighted 


plosions 


tront 
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about the threats of the 
America is lucky to have 


as Tony Blair 


2lst century, and 


a friend as strong 


The Press 
Q. Do 
around you? 
President Bush. Do I like having all the 
Laugh- 


you like having all these 


press 


I 


press around me? Let me see her 
ter| Now, who has the final—let me ask, who 
has the final word, I the 
press? I love the press around me Just take 
scott 
He thinks 


until he came out to the 


wonde r, me ol 
a look at this lot. Take, for example 
Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press 
he’s a fine runne1 
Laughte r 
Prime Minister Blair. |'|| 
truth a bit later, okay? [Laughter 
President Bush. Yes like the 
\ vibrant society is a society with a free press 


1 hank you all 


ranch—never mind 


tell you the 


We pre Ss 


NOTI Che 
All-Weathe I 


President 


2:22 p.n 


the 


Prime 


exc hange be fan at 
Pitch 
referred 


1 
exchange 
Minister Rec 


\ tape Was not aval 


During 
to 
layvip Erdogan of Turkey 
ible 
| 


Change 


for verification of the content of this 


Remarks With Prime Minister Blair 
at Sedgefield Community College 
and an Exchange With Reporters in 
Sedgefield 

November 21, 2003 


Prime Minister Blair. I'd just like to say 
first of all, how delighted we both are to be 
at Sedgefield School here, and how wonde1 
ful the welcome has been from all the teach 
ers and pupils, and what a magnificent job 
of work they do here. I also want to express 
my real pride that the the 
United States of America is here in my con 
stituency and in the northeast of England 
And everyone is really thrilled to see him 
here and delighted at the honor his presence 


President of 


here does us 

The last 2 or 3 days have been an inter 
esting time, I think, to reflect 
time when 


It’s been a 
with some fairly tragic things 
going on in the world. It’s been an oppor- 
tunity for us to reflect and know that amongst 
the tragedy, the alliance between Great Brit- 
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ain—between the United States of America 
is an alliance that is strong and enduring, of 
immense importance to our two countries 
And we've got to continue that alliance now 

And these terrible attacks that happen, the 
terrorism that we see, the destruction, the 
to take life that 
around us in our world today should make 
us just all the more determined to do what 
we need to do to restore order and justice, 


intent innocent we see 


to bring peace and freedom and democracy 
to people all over the world 

It’s been a fantastic opportunity these last 
few days just to—as I say, to think about this 
relationship between Britain and the United 
States, to reflect on its history, to assess the 
strength of it today, and to use that strength 
for a better future for our two countries but 
also for the wider world 

Mr. President, George, you and the First 
Lady Laura, have been really welcome here 
in the it’s been a 
fantastic day for people here, and we can't 


northeast. And as I say 
tell you how delighted we are to see vou. 
President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, it’s 
been a great trip. Thanks for the invitation 
Thanks for the hospitality. You and Her Maj- 
esty The Queen have made this a special part 
of our life. And it’s really good to be in your 
own constituency. It’s clear they love you up 
here, which is always a good sign. |Laughter 
school—the 


We with the 


schoolkids here reminds us of our solemn re- 


being 


sponsibility to protect our people and to cre- 
ite the conditions necessary for peace to pre- 
vail when they become older. That’s our big- 
gest job, and vesterday’s attack in Turkey re- 


minded us that we hadn't completed our job 
vet 


You know, as the Prime Minister so elo- 
quently said yesterday, the terrorists are try- 
ing to intimidate the free world. And this 
man will not be intimidated, and neither will 
I. But more importantly, the people ot Great 
Britain won't be intimidated, and neither will 
the people of America. And working to- 
gether, we will make the world safer and 
freer for boys and girls all across the world, 
starting with these right here. 

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, it’s been a 
fantastic trip, and we're so thrilled to have 
been here. Thank you for your wonderful 
hospitality. And we look forward to—I look 
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forward to our weekly phone calls to stay on 
the offensive against the enemy. Thank you. 

I've already answered your questions, but 
if you've got another one— 


The West’s Response to Terrorism 

Q. Sure, if I may. In light of the tragedy 
attacks, the 
leaders from either Germany or France, do 


of these terrorist have your 
you find there are any indications that they're 
more empathetic or sympathetic to your 
cause? Do you feel as if there might be more 
aid or troops or even a stronger political alli- 
ance with those who have not agreed with 
you? 

Prime Minister Blair. | think the impor- 
tant thing is that when these terrible terrorist 
attacks occur, there’s one of two responses 
People can respond either by being intimi- 
dated by it, by feeling, “Let's reduce our pro- 
file in this struggle.” That’s one response. Ot 
people can respond by saying, “When we're 
under attack, we defend ourselves, and we 
go out and fight with renewed strength and 
determination for what we believe in.’ 

Because when you look at what we're try- 
ing to do and trying to make sure that the 
world—it’s not just about security; it’s actu- 
ally about recognizing that a world that is 
more free and stable and prosperous is a 
world that is more secure. When you recog- 
nize that that’s what we're trying to do, and 
these people are trying by these appalling 
acts of terrorism against wholly innocent peo- 
ple, trying to prevent that world happening, 
then I think the response from everyone is 
very clear 

And I believe and hope that that is true 
not just in Britain but all over Europe. Be- 
cause, after all, what did we learn in Europe 
in our history, in the history that we share 
with the United States of America? And that 
is, when freedom is threatened in Europe, 
we have to fight. And the reason why you 
have a European Union today and we have 
democracy and stability and freedom in Eu- 
rope is because in the face of attacks upon 
that freedom, we, with our allies, the United 
States, defended that freedom 

And so I'm sure that people in other coun- 
tries in Europe will feel the same way about 
that. And I think you saw from the reaction, 
for example, in Italy, when that terrible act 
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of terrorism killed Italian citizens who were 
over in Iraq trying to make that country bet- 
ter, I think vou could see by that reaction 
from people in Italy that I think there is an 
instinctive knowledge that when you're at- 
tacked by people, by these wicked acts, there 
iS only one response that is possible to make 
and that is to get out there and be absolutely 
up front and say, “We are not tolerating this 
We're going to fight back.” 


Germany’s Contribution in Afghanistan 


Q. Chancellor Schroeder has said that it’s 
nice that we’re going to speed up the time 
table for handing over power to the [raqi 
people, but he’s still not going to contribute 
troops or any more money. Is that a dis- 
appointment? 

President Bush. Chancellor Schroeder is 
committing troops to Afghanistan. And it is 
very helpful for our coalition. Afghanistan 
is a recently liberated 
country from a barbaric regime. And Chan- 


is—obviously been a 


cellor Schroeder understands that it is essen- 
tial that Afghanistan be free and democratic 
and peaceful. And I thank him for his signifi- 
cant and strong contribution 


U.K.-U.S. Alliance 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, you've talked a lot 
about the alliance between the two countries. 
A lot of your critics this week have said that 
Britain is not getting enough out of this alli- 
ance. What do you say to that? And do you 
feel that you've accomplished a lot this week 
for Britain? 

Prime Minister Blair. What I say to that 
is that people sometimes talk about this alli- 
ance between Britain and the United States 
of America as if it were some schoolcard. It 
isn’t. It’s an alliance of values. It’s an alliance 
of common interests. It’s an alliance of com- 
mon convictions and beliefs. And the reason 
why we are standing side by side with Amer- 
ica is not because we feel forced to: it is be- 
cause we want to, because we believe thai 
is the right place to be. 

And as I was saying to you—I was dis- 
cussing this with—last night and was just re- 
flecting, when September the 11th hap- 
pened, remember—obviously many, many 


American citizens lost their lives—this was 
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the worst terrorist attack against British citi- 
zens. We're in this together And we didn’t 

Britain didn’t go off and attack Al Qaida. We 
didn’t start a war against these people They 
And if you look right around the 
world at the moment 


came to us 
there are something 
like nationals from 60 different nations in the 
world who have lost citizens in these terrorist 
attacks. And it doesn’t matter whether you're 
up front or at the back, whether you're peo 
ple who have got big profile on this or a low 
profile These people arent interested in 
that. This is a fundamental struggle 

And so the reason we have this alliance 
with the United States, the reason I’m proud 
to have the President here, the reason why 
I believe the vast majority of my country is 
proud of the alliance with the United States 
is not because there’s some payback that’s 
going to be given to us. It’s not about that 
It’s about knowing that this is a struggle in 
which we're both engaged, just as in my fa 
they knew ther 
struggle in which we both had to be engaged 


ther’s generation Was a 
And thank goodness both of us were, because 
that’s the 
country today 

President Bush. Listen, thank you. On¢ 
comment on that. This leader and this coun 
trv are willing to take on hard tasks in the 
name of freedom and peace and so is Amer 
ica. And by working together, we will be able 


reason we're standing in a fre 


to accomplish a lot in these hard things 


As I said in my comments, that we are 
I'm fortunate to 


have a friend like Tony Blair 


fortunate to have friends 
America is tor 
tunate to have friends like the people of 
Great Britain, because the people of Great 
Britain have got grit and strength and deter 
mination and are willing to take on a chal- 
And we're being challenged. We’r 
challenged by killers, cold-blooded killers 
And we're going to prevail. And we're more 
likely to prevail working together, and that’s 
the importance of the relationship 

Listen, thank you all. It’s been a wonderful 
time being here in this great country 


lenge 


Note: The President spoke at ipproximately 2:56 
p.m. In his remarks, he referred to Queen Eliza 
beth IL of the United Kingdom; and Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder of Germany. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks 


Not 


2] 


Executive Order 133 18— 
Presidential Management Fellows 
Program 


November 21, 2003 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including sections 
3301 and 3302 of title 5, United States Code, 
and in order to provide for the recruitment 
and selection of outstanding employees for 
service in public sector management, it is 
hereby ordered as follows 

Section 1. There is hereby constituted the 
Presidential Management Fellows Program 
The purpose of the Program is to attract to 
the Federal service outstanding men and 
women from a variety of academic disciplines 
and career paths who have a clear interest 
excellence in the 
leadership and management of public poli- 
cies and programs. Individuals selected for 
the Program shall be known as Presidential 
PMFs) or 
Management 


in, and commitment to 


Management Fellows Senior 


Presidential Fellows (Senior 
PMFs 

Sec. 2. (a) Individuals eligible for appoint- 
ment as a PMF under this order are those 
who, in pursuing a course of study at the 
graduate level, have demonstrated both ex- 
ceptional ability and the commitment to 
which section |] Such individuals at 


the time of application must have received, 


re fe TS 


or must expect to receive soon thereafter, an 
appropriate advanced degree as defined by 
the Director of the Office of Personnel Man- 
OPM 

b) Individuals eligible for appointment as 
a Senior PMF under this order are those who 


have 


agement 


through extensive work experience, 
demonstrated both exceptional leadership or 
analytical ability and the 
which section | refers 

Sec. 3. The Director of OPM shall pre- 
scribe appropriate merit-based rules for the 
recruitment, nomination, assessment, selec- 
tion, appointment, placement, and con- 
tinuing career development of fellows, in- 
cluding rules that: 


commitment to 


a) reserve to the head of a department 
or agency or component within the Executive 
Office of the President (EOP) the authority 
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to appoint i fellow who is he employed 


in that de partment, agency, or component; 

b provide for nomination by universities 
ind colleges, through competitive selection 
processes, of eligible individuals for consider- 
ition for appointment as PMF's 

c) carry out the policy of the United States 
to ensure equal employment opportunities 
for employees without discrimination be 
cause of race, color, religion, sex, or national 
origin; and 

d) ensure the 


application of appropriate 


eterans preference criteria 
Sec. 4. (a 
positions in either 


1) Schedule A of the excepte d service: 01 


Fellows shall be ippointe d 


an agency or component bie the 
E OP excepte ‘d from the competitive service 

b) Appointments under subsection (a 
shall not exceed 2 vears in duration unless 
extended by the head of the department or 
wency or component within the EOP, with 
Director of OPM, for 
a period not to exceed | additional year 


the concurrence of the 


c) The following principles and _ policies 
and tenure by fellows 
| responsibilities assigned to a PMF shall 
PMF’s 


interests 


shall govern service 


be consistent with the educational 
background and the 
purposes of the Program; and responsibilities 
assigned to a Senior PMF shall be consistent 
vith the Senior PMF’s experience and 


interests, and the purposes of the 


and career 


career 
Program 
continuation of a fellow’s appointment 


shall be 


formance 


ae upon satistactory per 
by the fellow throughout the fel 
low ship : appointment 

3) except as provided in paragraph (4) of 
this subsection, service as a fellow shall con 
fer no right to further Federal employment 


in either the competitive OI excepted Service 


upon the expiration of the fellow’s appoint 


ment; and 


4) competitive civil service status may be 


granted to a fellow who satisfactorily com- 


pletes the Pros cram and meets such other re 


21 Administration of George 


Bush, 2003 
quirements as the Director of OPM may pre- 
scribe. A fellow appointed by an agency ex- 
cepted from the competitive service may also 
be appointed to a permanent position in an 
excepted service agency without further 
competition 

Sec. 5. The Director of OPM shall provide 
for an orderly transition, including with re- 


spect to nominations selection 
appoint Presidential 
Management Intern Program established by 
12364 of May 24 


the Presidential Management 


processes 


and ments, from the 


Executive Order 1982. to 
Pro- 
ntil that 


individu: ils who 


Fe llows 
gram established by this order 
transition is provided for 
were selected o1 appointe -d under the provi 
Order 12364 | 


ded Who 
have not completed their scheduled periods 


sions of Executive 
ol excepted service are hereby redesignated 


as Presidential Management Fellows, and 
continue their inte rmships under the 
of Executive Order 12364 

Sec. 6. The Director of OPM 


scribe such regulations 


terms 


shall pre- 
aS may be lecessary 
to carry out the purposes of this order 
Sec. 7. Executive Order 12364 is super 
seded, except as provided in section 5 of this 
order 
Sec. 8. 


does not, create an 


This order is not intended to, and 


right benefit, sub- 
enforceable at law o1 
United 


instrumen 


stantive or procedural 


in equity by any against the 
States 


talities or entities, its officers or employee S 


party 
its de partments, agencies 


or any other person 


George W. Bush 
The White 
November 21 


P2003 


Filed with the Office of the Federa 


10:46 a.m N ember 24, 2003 


NoTE: This Executive 
the Federal Re vist 


will be publ 


ron November 25 


order shed in 
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Memorandum Waiving Prohibition 
on United States Military Assistance 
to Parties to the Rome Statute 
Establishing the International 
Criminal Court 


November 21, 2003 


Presidential Determination No. 2004—09 


Vemorandum for the Seer tary of Stat 


Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United 
States Military Assistance to Parties to the 


Rome Statute Establishing the International 
Criminal Court 


Consistent with the authority vested in me¢ 
2007 of — the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 (the 
Act”), title Il of Public Law 107-206 (22 
U.S.C. 7421 et seq.), | hereby 
e Determine that it is important to the 
national interest of the United States to 
waive the prohibition of section 2007(a 
with respect to Bulgaria, Estonia, Lat 
via, Lithuania 


by section 


Slovakia, and Slovenia 
with respect to military assistance for 
only certain specilic projects that I have 
decided are needed to support the proc 
ess of integration of these countries into 
NATO. or to support Operation EN- 
DURING FREEDOM or Oper ition 
[IRAQI FREEDOM: and 
Waive that prohibition with respect to 
the projects referred to above for these 
countries 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this and the 

Memorandum of Justification 


determination accompanying 

prepare 1 by 
my Administration, to the ¢ ongress, and to 
irrange for publication of this determination 
in the Federal Register 


George W. Bush 
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The following list includes the President's public 


schedule and other items of general interest an 


167] 


Office of the 


1 ] ] 
not included elsewhere in this issue 


} 1 
nounced by the Press Secretary and 


November 15 

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 
President had an intelligence briefing. 

During the day, the President had a tele 
phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey to express 
the terrorist attacks in 
Istanbul earlier in the day 


condolences for 


November 16 


In the afternoon, the 
to Washington, D¢ 


President returnec 


November 17 


President had intel- 
and FBI briefings. Later, he partici 
pated in a photo opportunity with 2003 
Nobel laureates 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Davies for the 
rank of Ambassador during his tenure of 
service as the Political Director for the U.S 
Presidency of the G-8 


. | 
In the morning, the 
] 
ligence 


Glyn Townsend 


The President announced his intention to 
William Buttrey and 
Francis Patrick Mulvey to be members of the 
Surface Transportation Board 


nominate Douglas 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate James Curtis Oberwetter to be 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Gay Hart Gaines to be a member 


of the Board of Directors of the ¢ orporation 
for Public Broadcasting 


November 18 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to London, England, arriving in the 
evening at Heathrow Airport where they 
participated in a Charles 
Prince of Wales 

In the evening, at Buckingham Palace, the 
President and Mrs. Bush were welcomed pri- 
vately by Queen Elizabeth I] and her hus- 
band, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, who 
escorted them to their suite in the palace, 
their residence during their visit to London 


ligence briefing 


greeting with 
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November 19 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
Mrs 


ceremony 


ligence Bush 


with 


Later, he and 


] 
bnieting 


participated in a welcome 
i 


Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip, Duk 
of Edinburgh. Late 


in the Bow Room of 


} ] > ] | 
Buckingham Palace, they participated in the 
presentation of cde legations and then viewed 
; a 

the roy il collection of American me morabilia 


Picture Galler 


] 


in the 


Later in the morning, at the American 


Embassy, the President and Mrs. Bush met 


vith family members of British victims of the 
Sept mber Ll. 2001. terrorist attacks. Later 
met with U.S 


the President Embassy em 


plovees and their family members 
Buckingham Palace 


In the afternoon, at 


the President met separately vith Conserv 


Party leader Michael Howard and Lib 
eral Democrat leader Charles Kennedy 


" : 
The President announced his intention to 


itive 


| 
nominate Joey Russell George to be Inspec- 


tor General for Tax Administration a 


partment ot the Lreasury 
} } 
The President announced his intention to 


nominate the following individuals to be 


members of the Board of Directors of the 
National Board for Education Sciences: Jona 
James R 
Frank Philip 
Caroline M 


i Opez 


Elizabeth Ann Brvan 
Robert 
Alan 


Gerald Lee 


than Baron 
Davis Grange! 
Handy, Eric Hanushek 
Hoxby 


Roberto Ibarra 
Richard James 


} Milgram 

Shavwitz Joseph K 
John \\ ilbe rg 

The President announced his intention to 

Maria I rf Na 


oH 
| lung as mem 


Sally | pstein 


ind Herbe rt 


lorgesen 


ippoint Sara Gear Boyd 
Lagomasino, and Donald | 
bers of the President's Commission on White 
House Fe llowships 

The President announced his intention to 
designate James B. Comey as Acting Deputy 


Attorney General 


November 20 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence Later, at Westminster 
Abbey, he participated in a wreath laying 
ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown War- 
rior, followed by a tour of the abbey. He then 
met with families of British servicemembers 


briefing 


who died in lraq 
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the President and Mrs 
Bush participated in a photo opportunity 
with Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom and his wife, Cherie, at 10 Down- 


In the afternoon 


Minister's official resi- 
Minister 


Blair then had a meeting and a working lunch 


ing St., the Prime 


dence The Pre sident and Prime 
ind later partic ipated in a roundtable discus 
sion on HIV/AIDS 


Later in the afternoon, at 10 Downing St 
the President and Mrs. Bush partic ipated in 
a visit with Prime Minister Blair and his fam- 
ily 

In the evening, at Winfield 
U.S. Ambassador s 
ind Mrs 


Queen Elizabeth Il: Prince Philip, Duke of 


House the 


residence, the President 
hosted i 


Bush linner tor 


Edinburgh: and Charles 
The President 


nominate 


Prince of Wales 
innounced his intention to 
Ronald I dward Meisburg to be a 
member of the National Labor Relations 
Board 

The President announced his intention to 
Stuart Wadlington Holliday to be 
in Alternate | 


' 
sions of the Unite 


nominate 
» Representative to the Ses 
d Nations General 

bly during his tenure of service 

U.S. Representative for Special 


i Nations 


fairs in the Unite 


November 21 


the President had an intel 
Mrs 


In the 


! 
ligence 


morrmimng 


briefing. Later, he and Bush 
ceremony vith 
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip, Duke 
They raveled to 
Sedgefield England While en route 


Air Force 


phone conversation 


| 1] 
participated n farewell 


of Edinburgh then 
iboard 
President had a tele 
vith 
Recep Tayvip | rdogan of Turkey to « xpress 
Nove mbe1 
attacks in Istanbul. In Sedgefield, th 
dent and Mrs 


ister and Mrs 


One the 
Prime 
condolences yr the 20 terrorist 
Presi 
Bush had tea with Prime Min 
Blair at their home Myvyrobella 
House 

it the Dun Cow Inn, the 
had 


Blair and a 


In the afternoon 
Mrs Bush 
ind Mrs 


Minister's constituents 


President and lunch with 
Minister 


of the Prime 


Prime group 
Later 
the President and Prime Minister Blair met 
with teachers and students and viewed an 
athletic display at Sedgefield Community 


College 
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Later in the afternoon, the President and 
Mrs. Bush departed for Washington, DC, ar 
riving in the evening 
The President announce d his intention to 
Assist 


. a" 
installations and 


Alan Duran to be 
Army 


nominate Jaymie 
ant Secretary of the 
Environment 

The President announced his intention to 
Thomas Di Rita to be 
Public Af 


I szawrence 


Secretary of 


nominate 
\ssistant Detense 
Lalrs 

The President 


nominate Robert Hurley 


announced his intention t 
McKinney to be 


Board for Cuba 


} 


member of the Advisory 
Broadcasting 

Che President announced his intention t 
Santord Diane 
and C. William Swank to be mem 


bers of the Board of Directors of the Ove 


nominate C,ottesman 


Ruebling 


seas Private Investment Corporation 

The President dec lared a Major disaste rin 
Puerto Rico and ordered Federal aid to s ip 
plement Commonwealth and local recover 
severe 


storms 


efforts in the area struck by 
7 1.1 
flooding mudslides 


ind landslides on No 
ember 10 and continuing 

The 
West 


suppleme nt State 


President declared a major disaster 


| 


Virginia ind orde re d Fed I il 1d 


] | r 
ind local recovery ettorts 


in the area struck by severe storms, flooding 
Nove mpe! i] 


; : 
ind landslides on ind con 


tinuing 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


The following list does not include promotions ol 


members of the Uniformed Services 


to the 


nominations 


Service Academies, or nominations of Fo 


elon Service otticers 


Submitted November 17 


W. Douglas Buttrey 


of Tennessee, to be a member of the Surface 


ransportation Board for a term expiring De 
2008, vice Linda Joan Morgan 


cember 3] 


resigned 
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Glyn r 
of the District of Columbia, a career member 


Davies 


of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Min- 
ster-Counselor, for the rank of Ambassador 
during his tenure of service as the Political 
Director for the U.S. Presidency of the G 
@ 


Gay Hart Gaines 

of Florida, to be a member of the Board of 
the Public 
Broadcasting for a term expiring January 31 
2010, vice Butterworth 


term expiring 


Directors of Corporation for 


Ritajean Hartung 


Francis Mulvey 

of Maryland, to be a member of the Surface 
rransportation Board for a term « xpiring De- 
ember 31, 2007, vice Wayne O. Burkes, re- 
signed 
lames C. Oberwette1 


Texas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
ind Plenipotentiary of the United States of 


America to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Submitted November 19 


|. Russell George 

of Virginia, to be Inspector General for Tax 
Administration Department oi the Treasury 
ice David C. Williams 


Submitted November 20 


jonathan Baron, 


a member of the Board 


of Maryland, to be 
of Directors of the National Board for Edu- 
Sciences tor a term of 3 vears 


ation new 


position 


Elizabeth Ann Brvan 
a member of the Board of 
National 


sciences tor a 


ot Texas, to be 


Directors of the Board for Edu- 


cation term of 4 years (new 


position 


James R. Davis 
of Mississippi, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Board for Edu- 


cation Sciences for a term of 2 vears (new 


position 





1674 


Robert C. Granger 

of New Jersey, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Board for Edu- 
cation Sciences for a term of 4 years (new 
position 


Frank Philip Handy, 
of Florida, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Board for Edu- 
cation Sciences for a term of 


> years (new 


position 


Alan Hanushek, 
of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Board for Edu- 


cation Sciences for a term of 2 years 


Eric 


new 
position 


Caroline M. Hoxby 
of Massachusetts, to be a member of the 
Board of Directors of the National Board for 
Education Sciences for a 


term ol 4 years 


new position 


Gerald Lee 
ol Pennsvlvania to be a membet of the 
Board of Directors of the National Board for 
Education Sciences for a 


term of 4 years 


new position 


Roberto Ibarra Lopez 

of Texas, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Board for Edu- 
cation Sciences for a term of 2 years (new 
position 


Richard James Milgram, 

of New Mexico, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Board for Edu- 
cation Sciences for a term of 3 years (new 
position 


Sally Epstein Shaywitz, 

of Connecticut, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Board for Edu- 
cation Sciences for a term of 3 years (new 
position 


Joseph K. Torgesen, 


of Florida, to be a member of the Board of 


Directors of the National Board for Edu- 
cation Sciences for a term of 
position ) 


4 years (new 
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Herbert John Walberg, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Board for Edu- 
cation Sciences for a term of 3 years (new 
position 


Stuart W. Holliday 

of Texas, to be an Alternate Representative 
of the United States of America to the Ses 
sions of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations during his tenure of service as Alter- 
nate Representative of the United States of 
America for Special Political Affairs in the 
United Nations 


Ronald E. Meisburg 

of Virginia, to be a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years 
expiring August 27, 2008, vice Rene Acosta 


resigned 
Submitted November 21 


Joseph Max Cleland, 
to be Board 
of Directors of the Export-Import Bank of 
the United States for a term expiring January 
20, 2007, vice Dorian Vanessa Weaver 


expired 


ee ; 
of Georgia a member of the 


term 


Ann M. Corkery 
of Virginia, to be an Alternate Representative 
of the United States of America to the 58th 
Session of the Assembly of the 
United Nations 


General 


Di Rita 
of Michigan, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Defense, vice Victoria Clarke 


Lawrence J 


Jaymie Alan Durnan 
of New Hampshire, to be an Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Army, vice Mario P. Fiori 


April H. Foley 
of New York, to be First Vice President of 
the Export-Import Bank of the United States 


for the remainder of the term expiring Janu- 
ary 20, 2005, vice Eduardo Aguirre, Jr., re- 
signed 


Benjamin A. Gilman 

of New York, to be a Representative of the 
United States of America to the 58th Session 
of the General Assembly of the United Na- 
tions. 
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Sanford Gottesman 

of Texas, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation for a term expiring December 
17, 2005, vice Gary A. Barron, term expired 


Walid Maalcuf, 
of Virginia, to be an Alternate Representative 
of the United States of America to the 58th 
Session of the Assembly of the 
United Nations 


General 


Robert Hurley McKinney 
of Indiana, to be a member of the Advisory 
Board for Cuba Broadcasting for a term ex 
piring October 27, 2004, William A 
Geoghegan, term expired 


vice 


Diane M. Ruebling, 

of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Overseas Private Invest- 
ment Corporation for a term expiring De 


I 
cember 17, 2005 reappointment 


James M. Strock 

of California, to be a member of the U.S 
Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy 
lor a term expiring July 1, 2006, vice Penny 
Percy Korth, term « xpired 


C. William Swank 

of Ohio, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation for a term expiring Decembe1 
17, 2005 (reappointment 


Franklin S. Van Antwerpen 

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. Circuit Judge fon 
the Third Circuit 
retired 


vice Edward R 


Withdrawn November 21 


April H. Foley 

of New York, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Export-Import Bank of 
the United States for a term expiring January 
20, 2007, vice Dan Herman Renberg, term 
expired, which were sent to the Senate on 
April 10, 2003, and May 14, 2003. 
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Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
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Reauthor- 
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Federal Aviation 
ization Bill 


Administration 


Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 


disaster assistance to Puerto Rico 


Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 


Approved November 17 


H.R. 1442 / Public Law 108 


126 


To authorize the design and construction of 


a visitor center for the Vietnam Veterans Me- 
morial 
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H.R. 3288 / Public Law 108—127 


Social Security 


To amend title XXI of the 
Act to make 
spect to the definition of qualifying State 


Public Law 108-128 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison Boundarv Re 


vision Act of 2003 


S. 677 


1 
technical corrections with re- 
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S.924 / Public Law 108-129 

To authorize the exchange of lands between 
an Alaska Native Village Corporation and the 
Department of the Interior, and for other 


purposes 
Approved November 18 


S.313 / Public Law 108-130 
Animal Drug User Fee Act of 2003 
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